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Helpful Hints for After Christmas
What To Do With the Christmas Tree

Okay, I’'m going to start this article with what I think is an obvious statement. If you have bought a real,
live cut tree you cannot plant it after Christmas and get it to grow - you cannot plant it before Christmas and get
it to grow. Once it is cut it will never grow again. It’s amazing to me how many times I get asked this question
every year. Unless what you bought is a live tree potted in a container it cannot be planted and expected to
grow. That being said, here are some ideas for old, cut trees.

After the holidays, many municipalities allow old Christmas trees to be placed curbside. Trees are then
collected and ground up for mulch or burned. If you miss the designated date, or your trash collector doesn't
accept trees, there are several options to prolong the useful life of the tree. An old Christmas tree can be used to
benefit birds, fish, and the landscape by placing it in a corner of your deck, and spreading some birdseed
nearby, or tying it to a deciduous tree or post near a bird feeder. The birds benefit from having escape cover
nearby when hawks or cats threaten, and the dense boughs reduce the wind chill on a cold night. Sinking your
Christmas tree in a pond is an easy way to improve fish habitat and fishing. The tree serves as little coral reef, in
that the branches provide substrate for water plants to grow, and cover for minnows and other forms of small
aquatic life. Larger fish are drawn by the shade and the presence of prey. How do you sink a tree? Tie the base
to a cinder block with a short, stout rope, and toss it in. Just be sure to get permission from the pond owner first!
Using the little tree around the landscape requires clipping off all of the branches. Use the boughs to add extra
insulation around semi-hardy perennials or to trees and shrubs that were recently planted. The leftover trunk
may be used as a garden stake next spring. Or cut and let it dry for a few weeks, and you will have some easy
lighting firewood. Just beware that most conifer species tend to spark and pop more than hardwoods, as resin
pockets in the wood make tiny explosions. This can delight the youngsters, but for safety's sake, keep an eye on
the fire when burning Christmas tree logs!

Care of Gift Fruit Baskets

A holiday tradition is to give gifts of fruits and nuts (along with other products). Usually these are placed in
an attractive basket, wrapped with cellophane covering, and brought (or shipped) to your house. It is important
that the fruit contained inside is kept in cool conditions to maintain its quality for as long as possible. Thus, it is
wise to disassemble the fruit basket as soon as you receive it and place the fruit in refrigerated storage. If all the
products in the basket are tree fruits (such as apples, pears, oranges or grapefruit), you can place the entire
basket in a cool place- around 40 degrees F for best results. If the basket contains any bananas or other tropical
fruits (with the exception of citrus), remove those fruits and store them separately. About 3-4 weeks is about as
long as you can expect to store these fruits without shriveling and loss of crispness.

If you would like more information on topics relating Horticulture, Family Consumer Science, Agriculture or 4-
H Youth Development, you can reach K-State Research and Extension/Butler County office at (316) 321-9660
or visit www.butler.ksu.edu.
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