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CONTROLLING WILD VIOLETS IN LAWNS       
   One of the most difficult weeds to control in lawns is the wild violet. Even combination products that contain 
2,4-D, MCPP and Dicamba such as Trimec, Weed-Out and most formulations of Weed-B-Gon do not do a 
good job. Products with triclopyr give much better control though more than one treatment will likely be 
needed. A couple of products that contain triclopyr on the homeowner side are Turflon Ester and Weed-B-Gon 
Chickweed, Clover & Oxalis. (Note: There are several formulations of Weed-B-Gon but only Weed-B-Gon 
Chickweed, Clover & Oxalis contains triclopyr.) Both products listed above are labeled for tall fescue and 
Kentucky bluegrass. Do not use products containing triclopyr on bermudagrass as severe injury will occur. 
Weed-B-Gon Chickweed Clover & Oxalis is labeled for buffalograss and zoysia (Turflon Ester is not) but lawns 
will likely show some temporary browning after application. 
   Spray on calm days when temperatures are below 90 degrees to avoid damage to nearby plants.  
Pest Control on Fruit Trees     
   It can be a challenge to know how to spray fruit trees for pest control.  Spray schedules will vary depending 
on whether the trees have fruit or not.  Following are hints on what to spray this year for our most common fruit 
trees. Peaches, nectarines and apricots: Check to make sure the fruit buds were not winter killed.  Just 
touching dead buds will cause them to fall off.  These fruits are also very susceptible to late frosts as they 
bloom early.  Trees that are in full bloom, become much more sensitive to frost damage than those with buds 
still closed.  Temperatures at 28 degrees and lower will harm buds that are in full bloom. If there will not be any 
fruit, there isn't any need for being on a spray schedule.  If there is fruit, use a product that contains captan or 
myclobutanil (Immunox, Fertilome F-Stop Lawn and Garden Spray) from now until about two weeks before 
harvest.  Spray about every 10 days. If a specific problem develops such as borers, peach leaf curl or 
gummosis on peach, see our listing of common problems at our "Common Plant Problems in Kansas" website. 
Look under "Peach" for possible problems and what to do about them.  
Cherries: We often have good fruit on cherries without spraying.  However, a wet spring can lead to problems 
with brown rot.  Myclobutanil (Immunox, Fertilome F-Stop Lawn and Garden Spray) or Captan will give good 
protection.  Cherry fruit fly may attack the cherries with the maggot causing damage to the fruit.  Malathion 
(check label), Bonide Fruit Tree & Plant Guard or Sevin can be used for control. 
Pears: Pears are often able to escape damage without spraying.  If trouble does arise, use the same 
recommendations given for apples. 
Apples: Apples are the crop most in need of a spray schedule.  Unless you have disease-resistant trees, 
cedar-apple rust is a perennial problem.  The larvae of the codling moth is the insect most likely to damage 
fruit. Control can be a challenge due to changing labels and an extended spray season.  See our article in our 
March 24, 2020 newsletter on "Apple Tree Sprays" for details.    
   We have three new publications that give an overview of fruit pest control that are helpful. 
Spray Schedules for Growing Apples at Home 
Spray Schedules for Growing Stone Fruit at Home 



 

 

Fruit Pesticides, Active Ingredients, and Labeled Fruits 
   Don't overlook the "Fruit Pesticides..." pub as it lists trade names as well as other very important information.  
Fruit Tree Sprays and Rain     
   A spreader-sticker is used to improve the distribution and retention of fungicides and insecticides on fruit and 
leaves.  Many gardeners may not be familiar with these products but they can help our fungicides and 
insecticides work better.  Look for a product that is called "Spreader-Sticker."  Big box stores rarely carry these 
products but garden centers or well-stocked hardware stores often do.  These products should be used with 
fruit tree sprays as it allows the spray to coat leaves and fruit more thoroughly and to resist being washed off 
during rain events.      However, even with a spreader-sticker, a rain can reduce the length of time the 
materials are effective. Less than one inch of rain since the last spray will not significantly affect residues. As a 
general rule, one to two inches of rain will reduce the residue by one half. Reduce the number of days until the 
next spray by one half. More than two inches of rain since the last spray will remove most of the spray 
residue.  Re-spray as soon as possible.  These recommendations apply for a soft, gentle rain.  If you have a 
hard, driving rain, cut the above recommendations in half.   
Butterfly Gardening      
   Butterfly gardening is becoming more popular with Kansans. Providing for the basic needs of butterflies, 
such as food, shelter and liquids, will encourage butterflies to visit this summer. There are a number of plants 
that attract butterflies. However, different species of butterflies prefer different plants. Using a variety of plant 
material that vary in blooming times of day and year helps attract a diverse group of visitors. Plant groups of 
the same plant together; a single plant is difficult for a butterfly to detect. If trying to attract a certain species of 
butterfly, learn which plant(s) that butterfly prefers, and then emphasize that plant in your planting. Annuals 
that attract butterflies include ageratum, cosmos, French marigold, petunia, verbena and zinnia. 
    Perennials and shrubs can be split into those that bloom early, mid-season and late. Good choices for those 
that bloom early are allium, chives, forget-me-not and lilac. Bee balm, butterfly bush, black-eyed Susan, 
buttonbush, butterfly weed, daisy, daylily, gaillardia, lavender, lily, mint, phlox, privet, sunflower and veronica 
are fitting picks for mid-season bloom. Late bloomers include aster, glossy abelia and sedum. There are other 
things you can do to encourage butterflies. Butterflies are cold-blooded and like open areas where they can 
sun themselves on cool days and shade to cool off when the sun is too intense. Butterflies also need water. A 
simple way to make a butterfly pool is to take a bucket, fill it with gravel, and bury it to the rim. Now add water, 
sugar water or sweet drinks so that the butterflies can land on the gravel but still reach the liquid. Monarch 
Watch is an organization that focuses on Monarch butterflies and supplies free milkweed plants for relatively 
large restoration projects as well schools and educational non-profits.  The site also provides extensive 
information on the Monarch butterfly and on what you can do to increase the population. 
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