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MASTER GARDENERS ACCEPTING NEW APPLICANTS!!! 

            It’s that time of year again, time to dust off the Master Gardner applications and 

spreading the word about the next class.   

          WHAT is a Master Gardener? Do I have to be a gardening expert to take the Master 

Gardener course? Why would I want to be a Master Gardener? What does a Master Gardener 

do?  These and many other questions come to mind when Master Gardener training is 

mentioned. Let me try to clarify a few of these points. 

          A Master Gardener is a person who has a thirst for knowledge about home horticulture, 

you know, all that stuff growing around your house - the lawn, the shade trees, the shrubs, the 

garden, the fruit trees, and even your houseplants. It is a person who wants to know things like; 

which tomato does best in Kansas, what are the best shade trees to plant in a small yard, what 

kind of fertilizer is best for my fescue, when should I prune my lilac, and how do I get rid of 

moles that are tunneling throughout my yard.  

And things like; how many apple trees do I need for good fruit production, how about peaches 

and pears, will raspberries do any good here, what can I do to improve the soil in my 

garden/flower beds/yard, do I need to add lime to my soil, what can I do to control ticks, fleas, 

and chiggers in my yard. Let’s not forget about bagworms. What about herbs, and did I mention 

crabgrass, or dandelions. How many hours of sunshine should you have on your water garden? 

How much sun does your vegetable garden need? 

          This is just a small sample of some of the questions that commonly come up in the 

everyday world of home horticulture. A Master Gardener is not a person who knows all the 

answers to these questions, but someone who wants to know these answers and wants to learn 

where to go to find out the answers to other questions just like these. 

          WHY would anyone want to become a Master Gardener? Well, first to gain the 

aforementioned knowledge, and second, to share this information with friends, neighbors, and 

other people in the community. Past classes of Master Gardeners have participated in such 

projects as the landscaping and planting of the courthouse grounds, conducting a tomato taste 

test at the Butler County Fair, and provided assistance during the county fair with the 

horticulture judging contests and judging of the horticulture exhibits. There’s also the Numana 

community garden that Butler County Master Gardeners are involved with along with the 

Augusta Community Garden which both help local communities with donations to those in 

need. 

          HOW do I become a Master Gardener? By simply filling out an application form at the 

Extension office (we will even mail it to you) and being available to attend twelve training 

sessions between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM on Thursdays from September 12th to December 

12th.  Thanksgiving is excluded along with the week of October 24th.  

          IN EXCHANGE for over 40 hours of comprehensive training in home horticulture you 

will be asked to give back 40 hours of volunteer service to the horticulture programming efforts 

of the Butler County Extension office. There is a fee of $110.00 to cover the cost of the 

program and educational materials, but what a small price to pay for what you receive. Sessions 

on landscaping, gardening, fruit and nut production, lawn care, insect and disease control, 



organic methods, soil management, annuals and perennials, nuisance animals, plant 

propagation, houseplants and more are all part of the program. 

          ANYONE that thinks they might be interested in taking the Master Gardener training 

should call 321-9660 or come down to the Extension office at the 206 N. Griffith (the 

fairgrounds) and pick-up an application. And if you can’t do either of those then you can access 

our website and print one off at: 

http://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/master-gardener.html  

Are Crabapples Safe to Eat? 

     Crabapples are safe to consume as long as you don't eat too many of them. Actually, the only 

difference between crabapples and apples is the size of the fruit. By definition, crabapples have 

fruit that are 2 inches or less in diameter, and apples are more than 2 inches in diameter. By this 

definition, most of the apples grown from seed will be crabapples. The fruiting apples are 

grafted. 

     Did people ever plant crabapples from seed? Of course they did. Just think of Johnny 

Appleseed. But those apples were normally used for jelly, applesauce, and cider and not for 

fresh eating. There is one other caveat with using crabapples from a tree in the landscape. Make 

sure the tree hasn't been sprayed as an ornamental with a pesticide that isn't labeled for fruit tree 

apples. If it has, then the fruit should not be used.  
Spring Flowering Shrubs 

     August through September is the time period our spring-flowering shrubs set flower buds. 

Therefore, watering, as needed, at this time can help with next spring's bloom.  Also avoid 

pruning at this time of year as it can reduce bloom for next spring. Examples of spring-

flowering shrubs include Forsythia, Flowering Quince, Almond, Beautybush, Deutzia, 

Pyracantha, Lilac, Mock Orange, Cotoneaster, Weigela, Viburnum, Spirea, Azalea and 

Witchhazel. 

Dividing Daylilies 

     Daylilies need to be divided every three to four years to maintain good flower production. 

Though they may be divided in early spring before growth starts, it is more common to divide 

them at this time of year.  Many gardeners cut back the tops to about half their original height to 

make plants easier to handle. Daylilies have a very tough root system that can make them 

difficult to divide while in place.  Dividing in place is practical if it hasn't been long since the 

last division. In such cases, a spading fork can be used to peel fans from the existing clump. If 

the plants have been in place longer and are well grown together, it is more practical to divide 

them after the entire clump has been dug. Use a spade to lift the entire clump out of the ground. 

Although it is possible to cut the clump apart with a sharp spade, you'll save more roots by 

using two spading forks back-to-back to divide the clump into sections. Each section should be 

about the size of a head of cauliflower. Space divisions 24 to 30 inches apart, and set each at its 

original depth. The number of flowers will be reduced the first year after division but will return 

to normal until the plants need to be divided again. 
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