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APPLY FERTILIZER APPLICATION IN NOVEMBER    
            November is the time to give Kentucky bluegrass and tall fescue lawns the last nitrogen application 
of the season. Why November? Because while top growth slows in response to cool temperatures, grass 
plants are still making food (carbohydrates) by photosynthesis. A November nitrogen application helps 
boost the photosynthesis rate. Carbohydrates that are not used in growth are stored in the crown and 
other storage tissues in the plant. These carbohydrate reserves help the turfgrass green up earlier in the 
spring and sustain growth into May without the need for early-spring (March or April) nitrogen. Those 
early-spring nitrogen applications are less desirable because they can lead to excessive shoot growth and 
reduced root growth. Other benefits of November-applied nitrogen for cool-season grasses include 
improved winter hardiness, root growth and shoot density. How much should you apply? One to 1 to 1 ½ 
pounds actual nitrogen per 1,000 sq. ft. of lawn area is sufficient. In order for this application to be 
effective the nitrogen must be readily available to the plant because the growing season is nearly over. 
Therefore, for a November application, use a soluble (quickly-available) nitrogen carrier such as urea or 
ammonium sulfate. Many turfgrass fertilizers sold in garden centers and other retail outlets also contain 
soluble nitrogen. Avoid products that contain water-insoluble nitrogen (slow-release) for this application. 
As always, sweep up any fertilizer that gets on driveways, sidewalks, or streets and reapply it to the lawn.  

Garden Mums       
            As soon as garden chrysanthemums are done flowering, you may cut the plants back to 2 to 3 
inches high. Some gardeners prefer to leave the top growth so that it provides some protection from 
fluctuating soil temperatures. If you choose to cut the tops off, apply a layer of mulch over the top of your 
mums after the ground has frozen or if the forecast calls for a sharp drop in temperature. Mums should not 
completely dry out during the winter. It may be necessary to water occasionally if sufficient rain or snow 
has not fallen.   

 What to Do with Tree Leaves 

            It's that time of year again. Leaves are rapidly falling from deciduous trees so it's a good time to 
stop and think about options for handling the litter. Although a scattering of leaves won't harm the lawn, 
excessive cover prevents sunlight from reaching turfgrass plants. Turf left in this state for an extended 
period will be unable to make the carbohydrates needed to carry it through the winter. There are options 
for dealing with the fallen leaves other than bagging them up and putting them out for the trash collector. 
Composting is a great way to handle the refuse. Compost can then be used in the vegetable garden and 
flowerbeds. An even easier method of making good use of the leaves is direct incorporation in either 
vegetable gardens or annual flower beds.  Use a lawn mower with a bagging attachment to chop and 
collect the leaves. Transport them to the garden or bed and apply a 2 to 3-inch layer of leaves on the 
surface of the soil and then till them in.  Repeat the process every couple of weeks until you run out of 
leaves or the weather becomes too cold or the soil becomes too wet.  With luck, you should be able to 
make 3 to 4 applications this fall. Another option is to mow the leaves with a mulching mower and let 
shredded leaves filter into the turf canopy. (A side-discharge mower also will work, but it won't shred the 



leaves as thoroughly.) This method will be most effective if you do it often enough that leaf litter doesn't 
become too thick. Mow while you can still see grass peeking through the leaves. You may wonder 
whether this practice will be detrimental to the lawn in the long run. Research at Michigan State University 
in which they used a mulching mower to shred up to about one pound of leaves per square yard of lawn 
(one pound is equal to approximately 6 inches of leaves piled on the grass) for five consecutive years, 
found no long-term effects of the shredded leaves on turf quality, thatch thickness, organic content of the 
thatch, or soil test results (pH, nutrients, etc.). If you mow leaves and have a cool-season lawn, it makes 
sense to be on a fall nitrogen fertilization program and core-aerate in the fall (things you should be doing 
anyway). If you have a warm-season lawn, you can still use this technique but wait to fertilize and core-
aerate until next late May or early June 

Horseradish 

     Horseradish is ready to dig after a hard freeze kills the foliage (usually November or December). The 
large roots can be harvested while smaller, pencil sized roots can be cut in 6-8 inch-long sections as 
'seed' or 'sets' for next year's crop which are then immediately re-planted. Another option is to leave the 
horseradish in the ground and dig as needed. If you choose the latter option, be sure to heavily mulch the 
area so that the ground doesn't freeze. To use horseradish, peel the large, fleshy roots and cut into 
sections. Use a blender or food processor to chop the roots along with a small amount of water and a 
couple of ice cubes. Vinegar or lemon juice is added to stop the process that produces the "bite" of 
horseradish. Add immediately after blending for a mild flavor or wait up to 3 minutes to give the 
horseradish more kick. Use 2 to 3 tablespoons of vinegar or lemon juice per cup of horseradish sauce 
along with ½ teaspoon of salt for flavor. Horseradish has an extremely strong odor and so you may wish to 
open the blender or food processor outdoors and to keep your face away from the container when 
opening. Store ground horseradish in a tightly sealed jar in a refrigerator until ready for use.  

Knotweed Control 
    Knotweed thrives in compacted soils, so a thorough aeration is the first step in control. This weed will 
not compete in a healthy lawn. Chemically, there are two options. Knotweed is an annual that germinates 
in late February or early March, so a preemergence herbicide can be used in the late fall (about now). 
Pendimethalin (Scotts Halts), Surflan (Weed Impede), Barricade, Dimension and XL are labeled for 
knotweed. (Note: Pendimethalin, Barricade and Dimension can be used on all Kansas turfgrasses, while 
Surflan and XL can only be used on tall fescue and warm-season grasses such as buffalograss, 
zoysiagrass and bermuda). The other option is to use a combination postemergence product such as 
Trimec, Weed-Out, Weed-B-Gon or Weed Free Zone after the knotweed has emerged in the spring but is 
still young. If spring seeding of the lawn is planned, your options are more limited. Buctril can be used on 
commercial sites and has a very short residual. It must be used on very young knotweed to get control. 
Trimec and others require a month before overseeding to thicken up your lawn. Obviously, don't use a 
preemergence herbicide if you are trying to get new seed established. For homeowners seeding in the 
spring, tilling will control knotweed adequately without using a herbicide.    
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