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      April showers have, hopefully, brought May flowers. While some areas
of the county received more precipitation than others, we remain in
varying levels of drought. Even so, the recent rainfall has encouraged
burned grasses to green up, bringing a renewed sense of vitality and
freshness to the landscape.
      In that same spirit, I had the opportunity this past week to participate
in a train-the-trainer course on Livestock Emergency Response
Planning. The course featured instructors from North Dakota, Ohio
State, Iowa State, and West Virginia, as well as veterinarians and
emergency responders from across the state. Several key principles
from this training extend beyond emergency response and are highly
applicable to everyday life and work: build a team and have a plan.
      Building a team is essential in any endeavor. This team may include
family members, friends, medical professionals, legal advisors,
veterinarians, financial partners, and other specialists as needed.
Identifying and relying on a strong support network prepares you to
address challenges effectively.
     Equally important is having a well-developed plan. Much like a sports
team relies on strategy and practice, success requires thoughtful
preparation and training. Approaching tasks without a plan can lead to
inefficiencies and setbacks. Taking the time to develop, implement, and
practice a plan increases the likelihood of achieving desired outcomes.
      As we progress further into spring, the contrast between much-
needed rainfall and ongoing drought conditions serves as a reminder
that circumstances can change quickly. Whether managing land, caring
for livestock, or addressing daily responsibilities, success is often rooted
in preparation and collaboration. By building a reliable team and
committing to a strong plan, we position ourselves to respond effectively
to both expected and unforeseen challenges.
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Butler County Extension Office 
206 North Griffith

Suite A
El Dorado, Kansas 67042

(316)321-9660
Hours

Monday - Thursday
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday
7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Black Gold
Spring Show

Black Gold
Spring Show

YQCA Plant Swap
Pond

Workshop

Office
Closed 
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Bad Odor?
We have a breath of fresh air for you! K-State Research and
Extension - Butler County offers Nilodor cotton balls to help

eliminate the odor in your most desperate areas. Just 1 drop
can neutralize the air in a 10'x10' room. Costing only $0.10 per
cotton ball, this is an extremely cost effective solution to your

most smelly situations. 

Soil Testing
Whether you are preparing your garden for spring

planting or wanting to make sure your fields are ready
to produce a bumper crop, we can help. Bring your

soil into the K-State Research and Extension - Butler
County Office today and we will ship it to K-State Soil

Labs for testing. Each test comes with personal
recommendations put together by our Agriculture and
Horticulture Professionals. Cost will vary depending

on tests requested. 

For more information on Horticulture Soil Testing, visit our
website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/horticulture/Soil%20Tests.html

For more information on Agriculture Soil Testing, visit our
website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html
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Ag Talk

            “ Armyworms feed on a variety of plants, preferring grasses, and females lay
eggs in large clusters on lush vegetation. Larvae are green to black with stripes of
various colors. The head capsule is medium brown with dark markings. Most
damage to wheat in Kansas occurs in southern and eastern areas of the state
during warm, moist periods from late April to early June. Each larva, feeding mostly
at night, can consume 43 linear inches of wheat leaf, or the equivalent of three
whole plants, in the course of its development. However, 80% of this damage
occurs during the last three to five days of larval feeding. When leaf feeding is
observed, look for larvae curled up on the ground under litter, especially in patches
of lodged plants. Treatment is usually not necessary below levels of four or five
larvae per foot, but is probably justified at infestations of five to eight per foot
provided most larvae are still small. Wheat is likely to suffer yield loss if the flag leaf
is destroyed before the soft dough stage is completed.             
       Plant developmental stage is a factor to consider when making treatment
decisions. As wheat plants mature and leaves dry out, armyworms may feed on
beards and clip heads to complete their development. Head clipping in barley is
serious and should be prevented. While it is less likely in wheat, worms should be
watched closely if present after heading and forced to feed on the upper parts of
plants to complete development. Migration out of maturing grain fields and into
adjacent fields of corn and sorghum is also possible become large enough to
destroy entire leaves. Fields with 25% to 30% of plants with windowpane injury
should be re-examined daily and treated immediately if stand establishment
appears threatened. Larvae increase in size at an exponential rate, and so do their
food requirements. Later instars do the most damage, sometimes destroying
entire stands, and are the least susceptible to insecticides. Without treatment,
problems can continue until larvae reach maturity or until a killing freeze.”
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

Crop Pests 
This is a KSRE publication

Wheat Insect Pest Management 2026

For the full publication please visit here
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      “There are many species of grasshoppers in Kansas, and not all are crop pests,
although most have the potential to inflict damage if present in large numbers.   
      Damage can occur in fall or spring. Typically, grasshoppers invade from field
margins as fall-planted wheat emerges. Occasionally, heads may be damaged
before harvest. Vegetation bordering wheat fields should be inspected 10 days
before planting. Counts of seven to 12 grasshoppers per square yard signal potential
problems. Once wheat has been planted, three or more hoppers per square yard
within the field can destroy seedling wheat.”

Crop Pests 
This is a KSRE publication

Wheat Insect Pest Management 2026

For the full publication please visit here

Wheat Stem Maggot

       “The wheat stem maggot is found in wheat growing regions from Mexico to
Canada. Damage is evident from May through June in the form of conspicuous
white heads on stems where the flag leaf is still green. Although this insect is
widespread and produces a very distinctive type of damage, it is usually
considered to be a minor pest problem.”:

This is a KSRE publication 2026
For full publication please visit here
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Canning and Preserving Season
As we come into canning and preserving season we must follow

guideline that way it is still tasty but safe to make and eat. Click each link
to read the full document.

Food Safety Recommendations for Food Preservation
Exhibits 

Karen Blakeslee. Newly updated guide for food
preservation exhibits, emphasizing food safety.

Preserve it Fresh, Preserve it Safe: Strawberries.
Karen Blakeslee. When preserving fresh foods at home, follow
proper techniques to prevent foodborne illness. These tested

methods can be used to process strawberries.

Preserve it Fresh, Preserve it Safe: Beans.
Karen Blakeslee. When preserving fresh foods at home, follow
proper procedures to prevent foodborne illness. The following
safety-tested methods can be used for preserving snap and

Italian beans, and dry beans.

Preserve it Fresh, Preserve it Safe: Cherries. 
Karen Blakeslee. When preserving fresh foods at home, follow
proper techniques to prevent foodborne illness. These tested

methods can be used to process sweet or sour cherries.



Family & Consumer Science
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Children’s Screen Time
The amount of time a child spends on a screen is important. For more

informatiuon click on the document. 

Click here for more informatin



Family & Consumer Science
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Social Media For Teens
Take a look at the impact of social media on teens. For more information

click on the link for whole document.

Click here for more informatin



Garden Gossip

        The flash of a colorful butterfly and the buzz of a bumble bee traveling between
flowers bring extra beauty and enjoyment to our gardens. Pollinators serve an
important role in our ecosystem, but they also bring beauty to our lives, and a
pollinator garden can easily become a focal point of any landscape. Planning your
garden or landscape to include plants that attract and sustain butterflies, bees, and
other beneficial insects can increase the populations of these desired insects and
increase the diversity you can observe and enjoy. Let’s walk through planning a
pollinator garden that can attract a variety of beneficial insects to your yard this year.
      Location, location, location. One of the first steps to planning your pollinator
garden is to pick the location. The best location is one that receives as much light as
possible.  Butterflies and other pollinators are cold-blooded and need sunshine to
warm up their bodies. Butterflies, in fact, cannot fly until their body temperatures are
86 degrees or warmer, so they are most active when the sun shines. Most of the
plants that pollinators love also need at least six hours of sunlight to thrive, so location
is vital. Try to pick a location that is out of the harsh winds as much as possible. This
helps both the plants and the butterflies survive and prevents damage to both.
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Calla Edwards
Horticulture Agent

callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/



Garden Gossip
     Pick your plants. When we think of plants for pollinators, we typically think of the flowers
the plants provide, but it is important to provide food sources for all stages of a pollinator's
life cycle. Simply providing nectar sources for the adults is not enough to attract and keep
pollinators in your backyard; you must also provide host plants for larvae. Many plants can
pull double duty and serve both purposes, but not all. If you want specific butterflies to
come to your backyard, be sure to pick host plants that those butterflies specifically like.
We all know that monarch caterpillars need milkweed, but did you know that black
swallowtails are the only ones that feed on dill, while Zebra swallowtail caterpillars only feed
on pawpaw trees? As you choose plants, be sure to use a mix of plants so you have blooms
throughout the growing season. Herbs are also attractive to many pollinators, and mixing
them with other plants can provide a pleasing aesthetic. When you are making your
design, place the plants in blocks rather than individually, as the blocks of color are easier
for the pollinators to see. There is a big push for using native plants in pollinator gardens,
and while that is a great idea, pollinators will also use non-native plants in addition to
natives.
     Provide the extras. While food sources are important for pollinators, they aren’t the only
items we should incorporate into our pollinator garden. As was mentioned before, insects
are cold-blooded and
need the sunlight to warm up so they can fly. Be sure to add areas, such as stones or bricks,
that will be in the sun early in the day, so insects can bask and warm up. Don’t forget to
provide a water source for the insects. Mud puddles are a wonderful and inexpensive
option, but you can also use shallow dishes or birdbaths with rocks to give insects a place to
perch while they drink.
      Planning a garden for pollinators doesn’t have to be rocket science, but it can provide
years of enjoyment for you and your family watching the butterflies, bees, and other
pollinators fly around your backyard. There are many resources available to help you plan
your garden. Check out some of those resources, or, if you live in Butler County, visit the
pollinator garden at the Ranger Station at El Dorado State Park for ideas on things you can
do in your backyard. Be sure to check out the additional resources included with this
publication.
may be able to provide recommendations.
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Garden Gossip

         I don’t know about you, but April is passing in a blink of an eye around our office.
As quickly as the month is flying by, it seems like my vegetable transplants are
growing even faster. It’s almost time to start transitioning any vegetable starts or
even plants purchased at the greenhouse outside. We still have a couple of weeks
before it’s safe to consider planting warm-season plants outside, but that doesn’t
mean we get to sit back and twiddle our thumbs till then. Let’s talk about how to
“harden off” your plants and troubleshoot common issues.
           One of the biggest mistakes I see people make when starting their own
vegetables or purchasing plants from a greenhouse is not hardening the plants off
before planting them outside. “Hardening off “is the process of transitioning plants
grown in a greenhouse or a protected indoor location to the harsher outdoor
conditions with fluctuating temperatures, wind, and sunlight. This should be a
gradual process that slows the growth of the plant's top, encourages more root
development, reduces water content in the plant, and actually thickens the cell wall.
The process really does “toughen up” the plant, as it changes from soft and supple to
leaves and stems that are harder and firmer to the touch. You should start this
process several weeks before you actually want to plant outdoors. Rushing this step
can lead to sunburn, stunted plants, wilting, and possibly even the plant dying from
shock. 
        The first step in hardening a plant off should actually happen inside. The first
step is to gradually reduce the amount of water you give the plants. You never allow
them to wilt, but you do allow the soil to partially dry out so the plants slow their
growth. At this point, I would also add a fan blowing on the seedlings at a low speed
to start acclimating them to the ever-present wind in Kansas. On days when it’s
above 55 degrees outside, move the plants outside and place them in a shady,
protected location for a couple of hours. Over the next couple of weeks, gradually
increase the time spent outside and the amount of sun and wind the plants receive.
Be sure to take them inside at night, especially if temperatures are projected to
reach 
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Hardening Off Transplants



Garden Gossip

· the 40s. After two weeks, the plants should be able to handle full sun and most of our
winds. Remember, it’s not just our seedlings grown indoors that need this process; any
plant grown in a garden center will also need to be transitioned outside, especially early
in the season.
            A couple of troubleshooting steps: if your plants have gotten leggy, you may need
to transplant them into larger containers before attempting to transition them outside.
Leggy plants tend to struggle in the wind, and we have at least a couple of weeks
before they can be safely planted outside. There is absolutely nothing wrong with
bumping your plants to a larger container. Remember that leggy tomatoes can be
planted deeper than the current soil line, as they will root up the stem. Another
common issue is yellowing leaves if you haven’t been fertilizing your transplants.
Unfortunately, we shouldn’t fertilize as much during the hardening-off process because
we want to slow the plant's growth, not increase it. I would continue adding fertilizer,
but nutrient deficiencies will have to wait until the plants are planted in the ground to
be corrected. 
           The overall goal of hardening our plants off is to slow their growth and allow them
to adjust to the fluctuations of the outside world. After a hardening-off period, our
vegetables, even the ones that love heat, can tolerate a dip in night temperatures (not
to freezing, but to a cooler night) without being harmed. The hardening off process
described above can also be used to move your houseplants outside. Not all plants can
handle full sun outdoors; gradually acclimate them to avoid leaf burn. Happy growing!!
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May Gardening Calendar 
May Gardening Calendar
Vegetables and Fruits
· Plant tomato, pepper, and eggplant transplants in early May
· Seed sweet corn, cucumbers, squash, beans, and other warm-season vegetables
· Mound soil around potato plants to encourage tuber formation
· Harvest fresh asparagus until the spear size decreases
· Remove rhubarb seed stalks to encourage leaf growth
· Plant kitchen herbs for summer use in dishes or food preservation
· Treat fruit trees with needed chemicals to control insects and disease
· Thin heavy fruit set on apples to increase fruit size and next year’s crop
Flowers
· Plant annual flowers for summer color
· Continue to plant and divide perennials
· Mulch perennial and annual gardens for weed control and moisture retention
· Begin pinching chrysanthemums for bushier plants
· Do not remove foliage from spring bulbs till it dies naturally, as this develops stronger
blooms for next year
· Plant container gardens and hanging baskets
Lawns
· Reduce thatch layer from zoysia by verticutting or core aerating
· Sod or spring zoysia lawns to fill in bare areas
· Fertilize zoysia lawns with a high nitrogen fertilizer to promote green-up and summer
growth
· Apply a slow-release nitrogen fertilizer to tall fescue to promote summer growth if
desired. Lower-maintenance lawns should skip this application
· Mow tall fescue at 3 inches tall
· Spot treat broadleaf weeds
· Withhold early summer watering until needed to promote a drought-tolerant lawn
· Sharpen mower blades as needed
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Trees and Shrubs
· Plant new trees and shrubs
· Prune spring flowering shrubs after bloom to shape plants
and encourage flowers next year
· Mulch around young trees and shrubs to conserve moisture
and control weed growth
· Water young ornamentals as needed
· Remove tree wraps for summer growth
· Fertilize trees to help increase growth rates
· Be cautious using line trimmers and mowers around trees
and shrubs to avoid damaging the bark aka “mower blight”
Houseplants
· Move plants outdoors for summer by gradually increasing
their exposure to light
· Fertilize plants to promote summer development
· Rotate plants to develop a well-rounded plant
· Wash dusty leaves in the shower or using a hose
· Repot plants into a one-inch larger pot
· Check for insects
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4-H

A Minute with Madeline
Celebrating Milestones in 4-H

      
         Spring is a season full of milestones, and across our 4-H program, it’s
exciting to see members grow, achieve, and take on new challenges. From
project work gaining momentum to youth stepping into leadership roles, this
time of year is a great reminder of how much progress can happen in just a few
short months.
       For many members, May brings the satisfaction of seeing their hard work
start to come together. Whether it’s refining a project, preparing for upcoming
events, or trying something new, each step forward is worth celebrating. For
others, this season may mark important transitions such as graduations, new
opportunities, or setting goals for the future. No matter the milestone, 4-H helps
young people build confidence, develop skills, and discover what they’re capable
of.
       As we move through this busy time of year, I encourage members and
families to stay connected with your clubs, leaders, and the Extension Office.
Strong communication and planning ahead will help ensure a smooth, successful
finish to the spring season and set everyone up well as we head into summer
activities!
       Office Update – May Availability I will be out of the office for much of May with
limited availability. If you need assistance during this time, please contact
Charlene Miller at cmmiller1@ksu.edu or the Extension Office at 316-321-9660.
They will be happy to help with any questions or needs that come up.
Thank you for your understanding and for all you do to support our 4-H program.
I look forward to reconnecting soon and continuing to celebrate the many
milestones ahead!

Madeline Wallace
4-H Youth and Development Agent

mgwallac@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/
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