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N E W S L E T T E R

From the Director’s Desk
Spring Reset: Plan, Prepare, and Thrive

As we moved through February, some smiled and others frowned at the tradition of the
groundhog predicting six more weeks of winter. Yet here in our community, we have

experienced anything but harsh winter weather. While folklore may guide our expectations, it
is our actions that truly shape the season ahead. Personally, I have welcomed the warmer days

—they remind us that change is constant, and preparation is powerful.
March is a month of momentum. It is a time to plan, to prepare, and most importantly, to thrive.
In February, our office focused on sharing vital information about eating disorders and wildfire

preparedness. These topics may seem very different, but they share a common thread:
awareness saves lives. By educating ourselves about the signs and symptoms of eating

disorders, we strengthen our ability to support friends, family members, and neighbors who
may be struggling. By understanding wildfire preparedness, we protect not only our homes and

property but also the safety of our entire community.
As we step into March, our calendar is full of opportunities to learn and grow together.

Throughout the month, we will highlight important initiatives on our Facebook page and in our
programming. One of these is Walk Kansas, a statewide health initiative that encourages

individuals and teams to increase physical activity, build healthy habits, and strengthen social
connections. We will combine this with National Nutrition Month. choosing balanced meals,

staying hydrated, and being mindful of portion sizes—can have lifelong impacts on our health.
Wellness is not achieved overnight—it is built step by step.

We will also observe Severe Weather Safety Awareness Week, an important reminder that living
in Kansas means being prepared for rapidly changing weather conditions. Knowledge of safety
plans, emergency kits, and communication strategies can make all the difference when severe

weather strikes. Preparation should be confidence-building and not fear-based.
March is also Women’s History Month, a time to honor the countless contributions women have

made to our communities, our state, and our nation. Their leadership, resilience, and
innovation continue to inspire future generations to lead with courage and compassion.

In addition, we will recognize National Agriculture Week, celebrating the farmers, ranchers,
producers, and agribusiness professionals who sustain our economy and feed our world.

Agriculture is more than an industry—it is a legacy of hard work, stewardship, and forward-
thinking dedication.

March also kicks off the start of spring gardening. You will find useful information to help you
thrive with your gardening skills, along with hands-on classes that put education into practical

application. Gardening is good for our mental and physical health.
Whether we are strengthening our bodies through physical activity, preparing our homes for

severe weather, honoring the leaders who came before us, supporting agriculture, or
improving our nutrition, we are investing in a stronger future.

The groundhog may predict the seasons, but we determine our progress. Let us use this season
of warmer days and longer light to move forward with intention. Together, we can plan wisely,

prepare thoroughly, and thrive fully.
-Charlene
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County 4-H
Day 1:00-

4:00

Regional 4-H
Day @ Mulvane

1:00-4:00

Junior Beef
Producer

Day

Master Garder YQCA 6:00-
8:00

Lunch &
Learn in
Andover
@12:15

Lunch & Learn in
Benton @5:30

Lunch & Learn
in Augusta @

12:15

Greenery
Classes

Rain Barrel
Clinic

Extension
Board Meeting

6:30

Ag Herbeside
Program
5:30 @

Extension
Office

Walk Kansas
Begins

Butler County Extension Office 
206 North Griffith

Suite A
El Dorado, Kansas 67042

(316)321-9660
Hours

Monday - Thursday
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday
7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Office
Closed
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Garden Hour Webinars: 
      These class are offered online via Zoom at Noon. For more information on the Garden Hour series or to register visit here:
https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/consumer-horticulture/garden-hour/

https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/consumer-horticulture/garden-hour/
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Bad Odor?
We have a breath of fresh air for you! K-State Research

and Extension - Butler County offers Nilodor cotton balls
to help eliminate the odor in your most desperate areas.

Just 1 drop can neutralize the air in a 10'x10' room.
Costing only $0.10 per cotton ball, this is an extremely
cost effective solution to your most smelly situations. 

Soil Testing
Whether you are preparing your garden for spring

planting or wanting to make sure your fields are
ready to produce a bumper crop, we can help.
Bring your soil into the K-State Research and

Extension - Butler County Office today and we
will ship it to K-State Soil Labs for testing. Each

test comes with personal recommendations put
together by our Agriculture and Horticulture

Professionals. Cost will vary depending on tests
requested. 

For more information on Horticulture Soil Testing,
visit our website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/horticulture/Soil%20Tests.html

For more information on Agriculture Soil Testing, visit
our website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/Soil%20Tests.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html
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Ag Talk

I don’t know about you, but this time of year has me anxiously awaiting the warm days, green grass,
blooming flowers, and budding trees of spring. I have to remind myself not to grumble about the

snow that continues to come down, because we already short on moisture and need all we can get!
Those late summer and early fall rains allowed a second growth of grass throughout the Flinthills,
which resulted in significant regrowth and has left us with a high fire load going into spring; each
year, Butler County experiences uncontrolled wildfires that threaten homes. Country living is a

beautiful thing, until a wildfire is “running” towards your home threatening your property.
If you live in the country, here are a few tips from the Kansas Forest Service for you to help prepare

and protect your property from an uncontrolled fire:
· Weed around the property regularly, especially areas that a lawn mower is not appropriate for.

· Remove leaf litter and other debris that accumulates around buildings, under vegetation, and in
other collection areas.

· All trees within a 105 ft. radius should be pruned to a height of three times the height of surrounding
vegetation (usually 6 to 10 feet), but do not remove more than one third of the live crown.

· Propane tanks, gasoline, and wood piles should be stored 30 ft. from structures. Keep a 10 ft.
clearance around propane tanks.

· Mow the lawn regularly to keep grasses shorter than 4 inches tall around the home.
· All exterior vents should be covered with a nonflammable wire mesh 1/8 inch or smaller

· Remove all dead vegetation for a 105 ft radius. Especially prune any dead branches that overhang
the roof or are within 15 feet of the chimney.

· If your property has no large year-round water source, consider working with neighbors or a home
owner’s association to install one.

· Maintain power line clearance. Have an arborist assist with existing trees that interfere with power
lines. When planting new trees near power lines choose a species that has a mature height of less

than 25 feet.
· Make sure your address is clearly visible from the road, especially in low visibility conditions.

· If you burn trash or use fire for vegetation management, consult local regulations and obtain proper
training.

o Controlled Burns must be reported to the appropriate authority. County contact and burn
information can be found at: https://www.bucoks.com/256/Fire-Service

· Develop a home emergency preparedness plan that includes: Clearly posted emergency phone
numbers, designated escape routes and meeting places, maintained fire extinguishers, and

functioning smoke alarms.
· Teach children fire safety. Remember, children learn by example! More detailed information can be

found at:https://www.kansasforests.org/fire_management/fire_docs/ReadySetGoGuide.pdf
Remember, preparedness is the key to prevention. Take a look at your property and do what you can

to help protect it from fires!
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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Ag Talk

Native Pasture Burning
If there’s one value I find in social media, specifically Facebook memories, is the reminders of when disasters

strike. Time seems to pass us by, and when my memories showed up with the Starbucks fire and then then large
fire in Northern Butler County that jumped the West Branch of the Walnut River, Hwy 77 and even the Kansas

Turnpike with cars lined up and stopped. Since then, tragedy has struck Colorado, the Dakotas, Nebraska, Kansas
again, and Oklahoma just to name a few. Sometimes, no matter how much we prepare, we cannot prevent or

avoid Mother Nature’s wrath.
Although we can’t stop some disasters, there are things we can do to help mitigate man-made disasters. This time
of year is Spring burning in the Flinthills. Here are a few things you can do to help prepare and reduce the risk of

unintended outcomes.
1) Know the Butler County Burn Regulations! You can find those at: http://www.bucoks.com/index.aspx?nid=203.

You are required to make notifications and that contact information is found in this link. I also recommend
notifying your neighbors. 2) The Kansas Smoke Management Plan goes into effect on April 1 – know the plan!

www.ksfire.org 3) Develop a burn plan; identify your goals, know the weather and wind forecast
(www.weather.gov/ict/fire), review safety requirement, determine equipment and manpower needs and know
your emergency contacts. Also be aware of roads and major highways and use caution not to lay smoke across
them. Evaluate the ground to make sure it’s solid enough to hold a pickup and sprayer. Due to recent rains, the
ground is a bit soft. If the ground is not solid, think of what will happen when you put fire trucks on there if the

fire should escape. Good planning is critical when planning and executing a controlled
burn.

4) Establish a burn crew and know what equipment is needed. A good rule of thumb is to have one to light the
fire, one to drive the sprayer, one to run a nozzle and one to follow with small hand tools to make sure all the hot

spots are out. Equipment such as a drip torn, swatters, rakes and a water supply.
5) Know why you are burning! Burning occurs for brush and weed control, conserving/maintaining the prairie,

wildlife habitat manipulation, improvement of grazing distribution and increased livestock production are some
of the more common reasons.

6) Know when to burn. This has been a hot topic of discussion, especially in the hunt for control of noxious
weeds. If your goal is for weed and brush control, burns should be conducted late

spring when the plants have started growing. Another rule of thumb is when there is 2 to 3 inches of new growth
in the native grass. In most years, this will occur in this area from mid to late April. You will see some ranches

starting the burn now to get new growth established for incoming stocker cattle.
7) Know what to do if the fire gets away. Even though a burn is carefully planned and conducted, prescribed
burns can still escape. Reassess the situation to see if you have the necessary equipment and manpower to

mitigate the problem. Know at what point you have reached your capabilities and when to call 9-1-1. Know what’s
downwind from you and if there are structures, people or livestock in danger.

As we round the corner into rangeland burning season, take time to develop and review your plan. Know what
and how you’re going to burn, know the current conditions, make sure you have the appropriate crew and

equipment, and know when to call 9-1-1 should you need them.
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Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

K-State Cattleman’s Day
The 113th annual Cattlemen’s Day in Manhattan, Kansas is scheduled
for Friday, March 6th. Early registration for this year’s event is $20 if

paid by Feb. 25, or $35 after that date and at the door. Online
registration is available at the KSU Cattleman’s Day website, or

interested persons may register by contacting event coordinator
Katie Smith at 785-532-1267 or katiesmith@ksu.edu.

mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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https://forms.gle/uX4Putpp8ao5Gbyq6

https://forms.gle/uX4Putpp8ao5Gbyq6
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Garden Gossip

For potato towers, you can either buy pre-built towers or build ones
yourself. To build the towers, use four-foot lengths of rolled fencing

wire or concrete wire shaped into tubes and fastened with wire.
Place the tower in a sunny location with well-draining soil near a

water source. Once you’ve decided where you want to grow for the
season, place the cages and stake them down with landscape

staples. You can also use rebar, bricks, or anything else you have
around the garden to weight down your cages. To fill the tower, you

will need straw or mulch and either raised bed soil or general
potting soil. As a reminder, don’t use soil from your garden in this

container. Layer the tower with 4-6 inches of straw, then 4-6 inches
of soil. Place the seed potatoes about every 5 to 6 inches along the
outside edge of the tower, and water-in. Add another 4-6 inches of
soil to cover the potatoes, and repeat the process beginning with

straw. Be sure to incorporate a general-purpose fertilizer in the soil
as you plant every layer. 
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Calla Edwards
Horticulture Agent

callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/

Growing Potatoes in Towers
Have you been looking for something new to try this spring? Do you enjoy those fresh-

from-the-garden delights, but struggle to incorporate them into your meals? Potatoes are
a relatively easy-to-grow crop that the whole family can enjoy, and can be grown vertically

in your smallest spaces. Traditional potato plantings require long rows of mounded soil
from which the plants grow. This can be a hard-growing method for older gardeners, those

with mobility issues, or gardeners who live in apartments. Growing potatoes in towers
takes those long rows and stacks them, resulting in a much more productive use of space

and an eye-catching garden feature. First, a reminder on how to cut potatoes. Before
planting, seed potatoes can be cut into sections, each with one to two eyes. Generally, I try
to end up with at least one-inch cubes of flesh with the eye(s). These sections are then left

to set for 24-48 hours to allow the cuts to heal. This prevents the sections from rotting
once planted. If your seed potatoes are very small, you can leave them whole and plant

them directly.

mailto:callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/
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Most potato varieties will do well in this type of growing condition. Potatoes grown in
pots will typically be smaller than those grown in the ground, but they will still be

productive. Consistent moisture is vital. Ensure the soil remains moist but not
waterlogged. The tower’s design promotes adequate drainage, reducing the risk of
root rot. Remember to fertilize regularly, as the amount of growing media for the

potatoes is relatively small. Incorporate a balanced, low-nitrogen fertilizer, such as 5-
10-10, into the soil at planting. Reapply lightly midway through the growing season to
support tuber development. Once the foliage begins to yellow and die back, typically

after 10-12 weeks for early varieties, it’s time to harvest. Carefully dismantle the
tower, allowing the soil to fall away and revealing the potatoes for easy collection.
Growing potatoes in containers or towers is an excellent alternative for gardeners
with limited space, in apartments, or those who struggle to grow potatoes in the

ground. Remember to keep the potatoes' moisture and fertilizer needs met, and you
can have an excellent harvest this season. As a reminder, potatoes are typically

planted in mid to late March. Be sure to buy certified disease-free potatoes rather
than using leftover grocery store potatoes. For tips on cutting potatoes before

planting, check out our video on Seed Potato Preparation. For additional information
on how to grow potatoes, check out the KSE Irish Potato publication
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Pesticide Safety
Spring is a time when homeowners wage a war on insects and weeds around their homes, often using chemical

products. Whether you are using organic or synthetic chemicals, using them correctly is vital to your health and
how well the product works. Pesticides can be an important tool in your gardening toolbox, but only if they are

used properly. Here are some tips to use pesticides safely around your home this year.
· Correctly identify what you want to control: Before applying any chemical, the first step is to figure out what
you are trying to control in the first place, whether it’s a weed, an insect, or a disease. If you apply the wrong

product, your issue could get worse. Contact me if you can’t figure out what is happening, and I will help you. In
some cases, pesticides might not be needed at all.

· Choose the right pesticide: Once you know what you are trying to control, you can figure out what product to
use. There are thousands of products on the market, so your first step when shopping for a product is to read
the label to see if the pest, disease, or issue you need to control is listed. Some other factors to consider when

picking a chemical include environmental safety, ease of use, cost, and the application equipment needed.
Choose the pesticide with the lowest environmental impact or possible danger rating.

· Read the Label!!! The label will give you all the information needed to safely apply that chemical, including the
clothes to wear, the rate to apply, the weather to apply in, how long till it is rain fast, and how to clean up after

the chemical is applied. Be sure to read the label before mixing or applying any chemical.
· Clothing counts: Most of the time, exposure to chemicals can be prevented by wearing the proper clothing,
including closed-toed rubber shoes, long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and the correct gloves. It’s important to

wear the right clothing. After you finish your application, wash your clothes with laundry detergent powder on
the washing machine's hottest, deepest water setting. Be sure to wash those clothes separately from all other
clothing to prevent chemicals from getting on your family’s clothes. To clean the washer, run it one cycle after

you wash the spray clothes.
· Don’t forget the Shoes: Be sure to remove any shoes you used spraying outside the house and triple rinse

them off to make sure the chemical has been removed. If possible, leave them in a garage and use them only
outside.

· Always use the original container: Keep it in the original container, no matter what chemical you use. If a
neighbor asks to borrow some chemicals, always send the main bottle; never give them some in a pop or other
bottle. There have been too many cases of people accidentally drinking chemicals because they weren’t stored

properly. If you must transfer it to another container, clearly label that product and include the label when
possible.

· Storage and Disposal: Make sure to store all chemicals away from children, preferably in a locked cabinet.
Chemicals also should not be allowed to freeze in the winter as this impacts their effectiveness. If you have
extra chemicals you won’t use, dispose of them properly at a hazardous waste collection site. Never dump

chemicals down the drain or pour them out onto the ground. Once a bottle is empty, be sure to triple-rinse it
before disposing of it.

Pesticide safety is an important aspect of working in a lawn or garden. Even organic chemicals can be harmful if
you are exposed to them. Chemicals themselves are not bad; they are simply tools in a gardener's toolbox when

used correctly. The issues happen when you don’t read the label and don’t follow the instructions. Remember
to be safe, read the label, and have a wonderful gardening season.
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Vegetables and Fruits
· If there are no soil test results, fertilize the
garden with 1 to 2 pounds of 10-10-10 per 100

square feet.
· Plant:

o Potatoes, peas, onions, lettuce, and other
salad crops.

o Asparagus, rhubarb, and strawberries.
o Broccoli, cauliflower, and cabbage in late

March.
· Start seeds inside for tomatoes, peppers,

and other warm-season vegetables.
· Apply dormant oil to fruit plantings to

reduce scale and mite insects.
· Make a fungicide application to control

peach leaf curl.
· Finish pruning fruit trees, grapes,

raspberries, and blackberries.
· Remove mulch from strawberries when

growth begins

March Gardening Calendar

mailto:callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/


Garden Gossip

Flowers
· Plant pansies, snapdragons, calendulas, and other cool-loving annuals.

· Clean up the perennial bed by cutting back foliage and removing the winter
mulch layer. Divide and plant perennials in the garden.

· Plant new roses. Remove winter mulch from existing roses and prune.
· Cut ornamental grasses back to within 3 to 5 inches of the ground.

· Fertilize spring flowering bulbs such as tulips and daffodils.
· Cut seed pods from spent bulbs.

· Help control iris borers by destroying old foliage before new growth begins.
· Unwrap mail-order plants immediately and keep them cool and moist until

planting.
Lawns

· Spot spray for dandelions, henbit, and chickweed.
· Apply crabgrass preventer in late March through mid-April for best results.

· Seed thin areas in tall fescue lawns.
· If no fall application of fertilizer was made, fertilize tall fescue.
· Mow grass ½ inch lower to remove winter debris. Do not scalp.

Trees and Shrubs
· Pruning:

o Prune trees, except birch, maple, and walnut, which are best pruned after
leafing out.

· Wait to prune spring flowering shrubs until after they bloom.
· Mulch tree and shrub plantings up to 4 inches deep, keeping mulch away from

trunks.
· Fertilize trees and shrubs.

· Plant new trees in the landscape.
· Remove tree wraps from young trees for summer growth.

· Rake and clean groundcover plantings.
Miscellaneous

· Sharpen and repair garden tools.
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February Gardening Calendar Cont.
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Record Book Mid-Year Check-In: Stay Organized, Stay Ahead
As we move into the heart of the 4-H year, now is the perfect time for a mid-year record

book check-in. Record keeping is more than a requirement; it is a life skill. Accurate,
consistent records help members track growth, reflect on progress, and demonstrate

responsibility. Waiting until the end of the year often leads to stress and forgotten details. A
simple review now can make a significant difference later.

Start by reviewing what you have already completed. Are your project goals clearly written
and still relevant? If your goals have shifted, update them to reflect what you are actually

working toward. Strong goals are specific and measurable, not just “do well,” but “improve
showmanship score by 10 points” or “complete three woodworking projects.”

Next, bring your financial records up to date. Livestock, gardening, and many other projects
involve expenses and income. Make sure feed costs, supplies, entry fees, and any sales are

recorded accurately. Good financial documentation not only strengthens your record book
but also builds real-world money management skills.

Don’t forget to log meetings, workshops, clinics, and community service hours. These
experiences show your level of engagement and growth. Include leadership roles,

presentations given, and contests entered. Even small activities add up over time and reflect
your commitment.

Finally, take time to reflect. What skills have you improved? What challenges have you
faced? Reflection sections are often what set strong record books apart. Judges are not only

looking for numbers; they are looking for evidence of learning and development.
Spending 30–60 minutes now reviewing and updating your record book can save hours later.

More importantly, it ensures your hard work is documented and recognized. Staying
consistent is the key to success, and your future self will thank you at the end of the year.

mailto:mgwallac@ksu.edu
mailto:mgwallac@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/

