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     This Fourth of July, Americans have an extra reason to celebrate. July 4, 2026,
marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, a
historic document that established our nation's commitment to liberty, opportunity,
and self-governance.
As we commemorate this milestone, it is an opportunity to reflect on the
sacrifices, achievements, and resilience of generations of Americans who have
helped shape our country. It is also a time to look ahead and consider the legacy
we are creating for future generations.
     The Cooperative Extension System has played an important role in
strengthening communities across America for more than a century. Established
through the Smith-Lever Act of 1914, Extension was created to bring research-
based education from land-grant universities directly to local communities. For
over 110 years, Extension has helped Americans improve agriculture, strengthen
families, develop youth leadership through programs like 4-H, and address
emerging community needs.
As America celebrates 250 years of independence, Extension continues its
mission of empowering individuals, families, and communities through education
and service. Together, we honor our nation's past while investing in a stronger
future.
    July also highlights the time we are investing in the future of tomorrow’s youth,
helping them become stronger, more resilient and leaders. The Butler County Fair
will be held on July 16th – 21st at the Butler County Fairgrounds in El Dorado, KS.
We hope you will make time to visit the Fair and take in all the amazing projects
our 4-H youth have worked hard on.
    From all of us at Extension, we wish you a safe and happy Independence Day as
we celebrate 250 years of the United States of America.
Please note our office hours will change for 2 weeks in July.
Monday, July 13th through Wednesday, July 22nd, we will be open 8:00 a.m. – 5:00
p.m. This does include Saturday and Sunday. We will be closed on Thursday, July
23rd and Friday, July 24th.
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Butler County Extension Office 
206 North Griffith

Suite A
El Dorado, Kansas 67042

(316) 321-9660
Hours

Monday - Thursday
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday
7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Butler County
Fair 

Butler County
Fair 

Butler County
Fair 

Butler County
Fair 

Butler County
Fair 

Butler County
Fair 

Office ClosedOffice Closed

Office Closed 4th of July 
Reading

Makes Sense
10:00 A.M.

Reading
Makes Sense

10:00 A.M

Lunch and
Learn- Andover

Library 12:15P.M



Need A Speaker

July 2026                                                                                                                                         Page 3



Upcoming Events

July 2026                                                                                                                                             Page 4



Upcoming Events

July  2026                                                                                                                                             Page 5



Upcoming Events

July  2026                                                                                                                                             Page 6



Available Services

July 2026                                                                                                                                             Page 7

Bad Odor?
We have a breath of fresh air for you! K-State

Research and Extension - Butler County offers Nilodor
cotton balls to help eliminate the odor in your most

desperate areas. Just 1 drop can neutralize the air in
a 10'x10' room. Costing only $0.10 per cotton ball, this

is an extremely cost effective solution to your most
smelly situations. 

Soil Testing
Whether you are preparing your garden for spring

planting or wanting to make sure your fields are ready
to produce a bumper crop, we can help. Bring your

soil into the K-State Research and Extension - Butler
County Office today and we will ship it to K-State Soil

Labs for testing. Each test comes with personal
recommendations put together by our Agriculture and
Horticulture Professionals. Cost will vary depending

on tests requested. 

For more information on Horticulture Soil Testing, visit our
website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/horticulture/Soil%20Tests.html

For more information on Agriculture Soil Testing, visit our
website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/Soil%20Tests.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html
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Ag Talk

It wasn’t just a matter of if, but of when New World Screwworm (NWS) would arrive in the US. Texas
and New Mexico have several cases. The good news is, the food supply is SAFE! This does not in any
way affect the food supply. NWS is found in warm-blooded animals; it is not specific to cattle,
although that is where the majority of cases have been found.
 
At the time of this writing, there are no cases in Kansas or in bordering states. For the latest
information, visit screwworm.gov for maps of confirmed positive cases.
 
If you suspect you have NWS in your warm-blooded animals, contact your local veterinarian
immediately.
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

 New World Screwworm in the US

http://screwworm.gov/
mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

This information came from https://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/human-and-animal-
health/New%20World%20Screwworms_June2025.pdf

 New World Screwworm in the US

mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
https://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/human-and-animal-health/New%20World%20Screwworms_June2025.pdf
https://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/human-and-animal-health/New%20World%20Screwworms_June2025.pdf


Ag Talk

Safe Minimum Internal Temperature Chart
    Safe steps in food handling, cooking and storage are essential in preventing foodborne illness.
You can't see, smell or taste harmful bacteria that may cause illness. In every step of food
preparation, follow the four guidelines to keep food safe:

   Clean — Wash hands and surfaces often.
   Separate — Separate raw meat from other foods.
   Cook — Cook to the right temperature.
   Chill — Refrigerate food promptly.

   Cook all food to these minimum internal temperatures, as measured with a food thermometer,
before removing food from the heat source. For reasons of personal preference, consumers may
choose to cook food to higher temperatures.
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

Safe Foods Temperature

All information came from USDA 
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/food-safety/safe-food-handling-and-preparation/food-safety-basics/safe-temperature-chart

mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/food-safety/safe-food-handling-and-preparation/food-safety-basics/safe-temperature-chart
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

Safe Road Procedures

mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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Home Food Preservation

    Home food preservation is a great way to save locally grown foods for
other times of the year. While the practice of preserving food has existed
for thousands of years, the methods have evolved to keep up with today's
food safety issues.
    The practice of home food preservation is based on science. If improper
practices and unsafe food handling techniques are used, the risk of
foodborne illness increases, potentially leading to botulism in improperly
home canned foods.

For more information check out the K-State Extension Food Preservation Website
https://www.rrc.k-state.edu/preservation/

https://www.rrc.k-state.edu/preservation/
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Diabetes
K‑State Extension to offer Diabetes Connections Virtual Series

    K‑State Extension is pleased to announce Diabetes Connections, a free four‑part
educational series designed to help individuals living with diabetes and those who support
them build confidence and practical skills for daily diabetes management. The series will be
held virtually from 12:00–1:00 PM once a month from June through September.
    Participants may attend any individual session or join the full four‑session series to gain a
well‑rounded understanding of diabetes self‑management. Each class focuses on simple,
realistic tools that can be immediately applied to improve health and quality of life.
June 10 – Healthy Eating with Diabetes
Learn how to build balanced meals, make smarter food choices, and enjoy foods you love
while supporting better blood sugar control.
July 8 – Being Active: A Key to Managing Diabetes
Discover practical ways to incorporate movement into your day, increase energy, and
improve diabetes outcomes—no gym required.
August 12 – Managing Risks: Daily Tools for Diabetes Control
Understand key risk factors, medications, monitoring strategies, and daily habits that help
prevent complications and support long‑term health.
September 9 – Finding Your Balance: Healthy Coping for Diabetes
Explore stress‑management techniques, coping skills, and problem‑solving strategies that
strengthen resilience and support better diabetes management.
The series is ideal for:
· Individuals living with diabetes
· Family members, caregivers, and support persons
· Anyone seeking practical, reliable information to improve overall health
    These sessions are designed to be welcoming, supportive, and easy to understand,
regardless of experience or background.
    Participants must register online at https://bit.ly/4v4NNg5. Spots are limited, and early
registration is encouraged. Register today and take the next step toward building healthier
habits—one session at a time.

https://bit.ly/4v4NNg5


Garden Gossip

bronze-colored body. The larvae or grub form is white and shaped like a “C”. The grubs feed
on grass roots underground during the fall, then burrow deeper into the soil to overwinter.
They eventually pupate in late spring before hatching into adults. The adults are equal
opportunity feeders but prefer roses, maple trees, grapes, elms, and crabapples. 
             Most healthy plants can withstand a small number of Japanese beetles, so general
watering and fertilizing will help reduce the impact; however, younger plants or vegetable
crops can be quickly desiccated if numbers become too high (Like the grapevine in the
picture, Photo courtesy of Nancy Gordon). If you have a small number of beetles on your
plants, you can pick them off and throw them into a bucket of soapy water. Larger beetle
populations may require chemical treatment. Neem Oil is an organic option; however, it only
discourages beetles from eating the plant and must be reapplied 
frequently. Spinosad is another organic option that kills the adults, 
but again, it needs to be reapplied frequently. Products containing 
permethrin, pyrethrin, or carbaryl will provide a couple of weeks of 
control but must be reapplied. Any spraying should be done early in 
the morning or late in the evening to avoid harming pollinators. Traps 
are not recommended, as they attract more insects than they 
capture and can worsen feeding in the area rather than help control 
the issue. 
             Grubs are a significant issue in some lawns. Most grasses 
can tolerate up to 10 grubs per square foot; however, any number 
above that will cause dieback and browning of the grass. In heavily infested lawns, the grass
can be peeled up like a carpet due to grub feeding or torn up by wildlife searching for the
grubs. Control of the grubs should begin soon after they start to hatch in the late summer.
Preventative herbicides can be applied up to four weeks before the eggs hatch, and a wide
variety of chemical options are available. A biological option called Milky Spore Disease has
shown limited effectiveness against high populations and can take a while to establish. Still, it
only impacts Japanese Beetles and is an organic option. 
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Japanese Beetles Have Arrived
These imported beetles originated in Japan (hence the name), where
they were only minor pests in their environment. Unfortunately, in the
US, they are one of the most destructive pests of lawns, gardens, and
ornamental plants that gardeners deal with. These beetles have a
one-year life cycle with the adults hatching in May and laying eggs in
July. Adults are less than ½” long, with a metallic green head and a 



Garden Gossip

 strawberries should not be renovated at this time. The renovation process involves several
steps, including reducing the row size, removing leaves, and fertilizing. 
     One of the main goals of renovation is to provide high levels of sunlight to plant leaves so
they can manufacture the food the plant needs. If leaves have disease spots, remove all the
leaves in the bed. Removing these diseased leaves and weeds will cause new, non-diseased
leaves to develop and remove competition from weedy plants. Till or hoe each row of
strawberries, leaving a band of plants about 8 to 10 inches wide, or remove small, weak plants
throughout the bed, leaving a healthy plant every four to six inches. You can remove all the
leaves about 1 inch above the crowns with a lawn 
mower or cut them off with hedge shears. Follow the 
mowing by covering the crowns with about one inch of 
soil. Care for the plants for the rest of the summer as 
you would a new planting, by watering regularly and not 
letting the strawberries dry out in the summer heat. It’s
 best to fertilize strawberries in August to encourage 
growth. The mother plants will form runners or 
daughter plants throughout the summer. These 
daughter plants will take root, storing food and setting 
buds for the following spring. Remove the flowers from these daughter plants in the spring to
allow them to produce more fruit the following year. For more information on growing
strawberry plants in Kansas, check out this publication.
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Renovating June-Bearing Strawberry Beds
Healthy strawberry plantings will be productive for three to
four harvest seasons; however, after that, they will need
renovation to stay productive. The best time to renovate
strawberries is after you have finished harvesting, which is
probably right now for June-bearing strawberries. If your
strawberry patch was flooded, discard any strawberries,
even if they are an everbearing variety. Everbearing 

https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/strawberries_MF598.pdf
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 species. Female mosquitoes are the only mosquitoes that feed on blood, and they usually
must have a meal before they can lay eggs.
         Many mosquito breeding sites can be traced to backyard containers filled with water,
ponds, and other standing water. There is quite a bit of standing water from last week's rain.
One of the easiest ways to reduce your mosquito population is to dump out toys, pots, bird
feeders, etc., every couple of days to prevent mosquitoes from using them as breeding
grounds. Unfortunately, this must be a community effort, as mosquitoes can travel up to
half a mile in search of a meal. If you can’t get rid of all the standing water in your backyard,
water treatment can prevent mosquito larvae from growing. A variety of products are
available to reduce the mosquito population. Mosquito foggers can temporarily reduce
mosquito numbers for an evening; there are also bug zappers and other mosquito-trapping
devices that can reduce the population. Use sprays with caution because they can harm
beneficial insects as well. When outside, try to wear long sleeves, especially early in the
morning or at night, and use a repellent.
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Mosquitos are Coming!!
With all the rain we have had over the last few weeks and the flooding
last week, these flying pests have started to make their presence
known. Mosquitos are unfortunately a common issue in our area,
especially when we have lots of moisture. While a mosquito bite is
usually a temporary irritation, it can transmit a variety of human and
animal diseases, which we should avoid. Mosquitoes are small,
primitive flies that breed near standing water. In their first few life
stages, they depend entirely on water as they grow. The entire process
from egg to adult can take as little as 7 to 10 days, depending on the 

Video of the Month- Drying Flowers
Drying flowers is an age-old process that's easy to do. Many types of flowers dry well, and
some varieties keep their color for a long time -- which means you can enjoy colorful bouquets
throughout the year. Watch the video on the Kansas Healthy Yards website.

https://kansashealthyyards.org/all-videos/video/drying-flowers-long-lasting-and-colorful
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Calla Edwards
Horticulture Agent

callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/

mailto:callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/
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Horticulture Agent

callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/
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July Gardening Calendar 
Vegetables and Fruits

Harvest fruits of your labor and enjoy
Control weed growth to preserve water and nutrients
Fertilize vegetables to encourage plant development
Watch for foliar disease development on the lower 

        tomato leaves and treat with a fungicide
Prepare for fall gardening. Plant potatoes, broccoli, 

       and other fall crops
Spray sweet corn to control corn earworms as silks emerge
Be on the lookout for pests of the garden and control
Remove old raspberry canes after harvest

Flowers
Remove faded flowers from annuals to stimulate more
flowers for late summer color, nd from perennials to
prevent reseeding
Keep gardens well mulched
Lightly fertilize annuals to promote growth
Dig, divide, and replant crowded irises
Fertilize roses for fall blossoms
Fertilize and water container gardens
Complete the final pinching of chrysanthemum tips for
bushier plants

mailto:callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/
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Trees and Shrubs
Water newly planted shrubs and young trees (planted within the

       last three to five years) during dry weather
Keep plants mulched to conserve moisture and cool roots
Remove sucker growth from the base of trees and along 

       branches
Prune diseased, dead, or hazardous limbs

Miscellaneous
Water weekly by deeply soaking the soil. Use surface irrigation 

       and avoid watering late at night to help reduce disease development.
Take photos of gardens
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July Gardening Calendar Cont.
Lawns

Fertilize zoysia to encourage summer growth with a high-
nitrogen fertilizer. Let grass clippings fall to return
nutrients to the soil and grass
Be on the lookout for summer diseases such as brown
patch
Watch for grubs. If they begin to hatch, an insecticide may
be required. Apply in late July or early August.
Keep mower blades sharpened
Replace lawn mower air filter and change lawn mower oil
per the owner's manual
Prepare to control perennial grassy weeds such as zoysia,
fescue, and nimblewill

Water deeply and less often for deep roots and a healthy
lawn



4-H

A Minute with Madeline
Ribbons Fade, Skills Last

As fair season arrives, it is easy to focus on ribbons, placings, and awards. While recognition
for hard work is exciting, the true value of 4-H goes far beyond what hangs on a banner or
sits on a shelf.

Years from now, most members will not remember every ribbon they earned. What they will
remember are the skills they developed along the way.

The livestock exhibitor who wakes up early every morning learns responsibility and
commitment. The member who will participate in conference judging learns how to
communicate effectively and confidently speak with adults. The youth who experiences
disappointment after not placing where they hoped learns resilience and perseverance. The
member who serves as a club officer will develop leadership skills that will benefit them
throughout their life.

These experiences help prepare young people for their future. Employers, colleges, and
communities value individuals who can communicate, solve problems, work with others,
and adapt to challenges. These are the very skills that 4-H helps young people develop every
day.

As we prepare to celebrate our members' accomplishments at the Butler County Fair, let us
remember that success is not measured solely by ribbons and trophies. Success is
measured by growth, learning, and the confidence gained through trying something new.

Blue ribbons may fade over time, but the skills, friendships, and memories built through 4-H
last a lifetime. Those experiences help ensure our young people are not only ready for the
next project or competition, they are Beyond Ready for whatever comes next.

Madeline Adams
4-H Youth Development Agent

mgwallac@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/
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mailto:mgwallac@ksu.edu
mailto:mgwallac@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/
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	From the Director’s Desk
	This Fourth of July, Americans have an extra reason to celebrate. July 4, 2026, marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, a historic document that established our nation's commitment to liberty, opportunity, and self-governance. As we commemorate this milestone, it is an opportunity to reflect on the sacrifices, achievements, and resilience of generations of Americans who have helped shape our country. It is also a time to look ahead and consider the legacy we are creating for future generations.      The Cooperative Extension System has played an important role in strengthening communities across America for more than a century. Established through the Smith-Lever Act of 1914, Extension was created to bring research-based education from land-grant universities directly to local communities. For over 110 years, Extension has helped Americans improve agriculture, strengthen families, develop youth leadership through programs like 4-H, and address emerging community needs. As America celebrates 250 years of independence, Extension continues its mission of empowering individuals, families, and communities through education and service. Together, we honor our nation's past while investing in a stronger future.     July also highlights the time we are investing in the future of tomorrow’s youth, helping them become stronger, more resilient and leaders. The Butler County Fair will be held on July 16th – 21st at the Butler County Fairgrounds in El Dorado, KS. We hope you will make time to visit the Fair and take in all the amazing projects our 4-H youth have worked hard on.     From all of us at Extension, we wish you a safe and happy Independence Day as we celebrate 250 years of the United States of America. Please note our office hours will change for 2 weeks in July. Monday, July 13th through Wednesday, July 22nd, we will be open 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. This does include Saturday and Sunday. We will be closed on Thursday, July 23rd and Friday, July 24th.
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	Ag Talk
	Charlene Miller Director/Agriculture Agent cmmiller1@ksu.edu https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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	Ag Talk
	Charlene Miller Director/Agriculture Agent cmmiller1@ksu.edu https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
	Safe Foods Temperature
	Safe Minimum Internal Temperature Chart     Safe steps in food handling, cooking and storage are essential in preventing foodborne illness. You can't see, smell or taste harmful bacteria that may cause illness. In every step of food preparation, follow the four guidelines to keep food safe:
	Clean — Wash hands and surfaces often.
	Separate — Separate raw meat from other foods.
	Cook — Cook to the right temperature.
	Chill — Refrigerate food promptly.
	Cook all food to these minimum internal temperatures, as measured with a food thermometer, before removing food from the heat source. For reasons of personal preference, consumers may choose to cook food to higher temperatures.
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	Family & Consumer Science
	Home Food Preservation
	Home food preservation is a great way to save locally grown foods for other times of the year. While the practice of preserving food has existed for thousands of years, the methods have evolved to keep up with today's food safety issues.     The practice of home food preservation is based on science. If improper practices and unsafe food handling techniques are used, the risk of foodborne illness increases, potentially leading to botulism in improperly home canned foods.
	For more information check out the K-State Extension Food Preservation Website https://www.rrc.k-state.edu/preservation/
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	Mosquitos are Coming!!
	With all the rain we have had over the last few weeks and the flooding last week, these flying pests have started to make their presence known. Mosquitos are unfortunately a common issue in our area, especially when we have lots of moisture. While a mosquito bite is usually a temporary irritation, it can transmit a variety of human and animal diseases, which we should avoid. Mosquitoes are small, primitive flies that breed near standing water. In their first few life stages, they depend entirely on water as they grow. The entire process from egg to adult can take as little as 7 to 10 days, depending on the
	species. Female mosquitoes are the only mosquitoes that feed on blood, and they usually must have a meal before they can lay eggs.          Many mosquito breeding sites can be traced to backyard containers filled with water, ponds, and other standing water. There is quite a bit of standing water from last week's rain. One of the easiest ways to reduce your mosquito population is to dump out toys, pots, bird feeders, etc., every couple of days to prevent mosquitoes from using them as breeding grounds. Unfortunately, this must be a community effort, as mosquitoes can travel up to half a mile in search of a meal. If you can’t get rid of all the standing water in your backyard, water treatment can prevent mosquito larvae from growing. A variety of products are available to reduce the mosquito population. Mosquito foggers can temporarily reduce mosquito numbers for an evening; there are also bug zappers and other mosquito-trapping devices that can reduce the population. Use sprays with caution because they can harm beneficial insects as well. When outside, try to wear long sleeves, especially early in the morning or at night, and use a repellent.
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