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        Happy New Year! We blinked and 2026 arrived. According to the
Chinese Zodiac, 2026 is the year of the Fire Horse, beginning on the
Lunar New Year, February 17, and ending on February 5, 2027.
Accordingly, it is characterized by dynamic energy, enthusiasm, and
fast-paced action. I don’t know about you, but I sure hope we aren’t on a
bareback horse in a rodeo without a riggin! 
         I do hope 2026 brings good to each and every one of you. Whether
you like to set New Year's Resolutions or are a goal setter, I encourage
you to keep putting one foot in front of the other and keep moving
forward. If you “fall off your horse”, get back on and keep moving! 
         The new year brings many changes to our office. Our new Extension
Board took the reins in January. They meet on the first Tuesday of every
month in our office. 2026 board members include: Kyle Nichols, Chancie
Rose, Cheryl Williams, Bitty Wiebe, Tara Varner, Steven Oltman, Kris
Janzen, Cole Camac and Ann Brackenridge.
        Alyssa Dodd joined our team on January 5th as our new office
professional. We are excited to have her energy, enthusiasm, and
knowledge join our office! Alyssa is from Towanda, Kansas, and a
graduate of Circle High School and Butler Community College. Alyssa
enjoys reading and spending time with her family. I hope you will stop by
the office and come meet Alyssa! 
     

         We will also be hiring a new Family and Consumer Sciences Agent.
This position will open this week. Be watching our website and social
media pages.
We look forward to an exciting year and hope you are as well. Let us
know how we can help you!
-Charlene

Kansas State University is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

N E W S L E T T E R

From the Director’s Desk

Here is her contact information:
adodd10@ksu.edu



Upcoming Events
Butler County Extension Office 

206 North Griffith
Suite A

El Dorado, Kansas 67042
(316)321-9660

Hours

Monday - Thursday
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday
7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
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12:15 p.m.
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4-H State Horse
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Extension 
Council Board
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6:30 p.m.

Garden Hour
12 p.m.
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4-H Citizenship
in Action -

Topeka

4-H Citizenship 
in Action - Topeka

4-H Archery
Practice Begins

4-H Pistol/Rifle
Practice Begins

4-H Volunteer
Registration

Deadline

4-H Council
Meeting

4-H Horse
Panorama - 
Rock Springs

4-H Horse
Panorama - 
Rock Springs

Women Grow
the Farm -
Manhattan

Women Grow
the Farm -
Manhattan

4-H/FFA Market
Beef Weigh-In &

Tagging

4-H/FFA YQCA
Training

4-H/FFA YQCA
Training
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Garden Hour Webinars: 
​​​​​​These class are offered online via Zoom at Noon. For more information on the Garden Hour series or to register visit here:
https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/consumer-horticulture/garden-hour/

https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/consumer-horticulture/garden-hour/
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Bad Odor?
We have a breath of fresh air for you! K-State Research

and Extension - Butler County offers Nilodor cotton balls
to help eliminate the odor in your most desperate areas.

Just 1 drop can neutralize the air in a 10'x10' room.
Costing only $0.10 per cotton ball, this is an extremely
cost effective solution to your most smelly situations. 

Soil Testing
Whether you are preparing your garden for spring

planting or wanting to make sure your fields are
ready to produce a bumper crop, we can help.
Bring your soil into the K-State Research and

Extension - Butler County Office today and we
will ship it to K-State Soil Labs for testing. Each

test comes with personal recommendations put
together by our Agriculture and Horticulture

Professionals. Cost will vary depending on tests
requested. 

For more information on Horticulture Soil Testing,
visit our website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/horticulture/Soil%20Tests.html

For more information on Agriculture Soil Testing, visit
our website here: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/Soil%20Tests.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/soiltest/untitled.html
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Ag Talk
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Charlene Miller
Director/Agriculture Agent

cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

BIOSECURITY

Let's talk Biosecurity! EHV1 is making it rounds through the horse
community and wreaking havoc for many. Biosecurity is important for

animal producers. Whether you are traveling with your animals or visiting
places with animals and then returning to your own operation,

biosecurity should be a top priority. In simple terms, biosecurity refers to
taking all necessary measures to protect your operation. The Kansas

Department of Agriculture has a great website with Biosecurity
information. If you have animals, I encourage you to visit their website
and ensure you are taking the necessary steps to protect them. If you

have any questions, please contact your local veterinarian.

mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
https://www.agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-animal-health/animal-diseases/biosecurity-resources
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https://forms.gle/uX4Putpp8ao5Gbyq6

https://forms.gle/uX4Putpp8ao5Gbyq6


Ag Talk
Charlene Miller

Director/Agriculture Agent
cmmiller1@ksu.edu

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/


Ag Talk
Charlene Miller

Director/Agriculture Agent
cmmiller1@ksu.edu

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/

January 2026                                                                                                                                           Page 13

mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/agriculture/
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bjbrewer@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/fcs/

January is Kansas Radon Action Month! 
   It is important that you know
your risks when it comes to radon.

   Radon is a naturally occurring
radioactive gas released in rock,
soil and water that can build up to
dangerous levels inside any home;
this means new and old homes,
well-sealed and drafty homes, and
homes with or without a
basement. 

   Breathing radon can increase
your risk of lung cancer and is the
number one cause of lung cancer
among people who do not smoke.
Homes with high levels of radon
have been found in every state. In
fact, radon levels can vary greatly
from home to home--even levels
next door can be very different.

   Radon gas is odorless and
invisible, and the only way to know
if your home has a radon problem
is to test for it. Take action today
by visiting your local K-State
Extension Office to purchase your
radon test, and encourage your
friends and family members to do
the same!

mailto:bjbrewer@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/fcs/
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Garden Gossip
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Calla Edwards
Horticulture Agent

callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/

Caring for Your Holiday Plants
      The holidays have come and gone but the plants we purchased during that time are still around.
While some plants purchased for the holidays are only around for a short time, for example
Christmas trees, others can bring us joy for many years if cared for properly. 

      Poinsettias are one the most common and probably
the most popular of the plants sold around the
holidays. They can make an easy-to-care-for, gorgeous
houseplant if you decide to keep them after the
holidays. In their native range, poinsettias develop
woody stems and grow to be the size of small trees, so
one of the first steps to their indoor care is to
transplant them into a larger pot to allow the roots
room to grow. Water them when the top inch of soil
gets dry and provide plenty of light. Trim the
poinsettias back around Valentine’s Day to prevent
them from becoming leggy and start fertilizing them at 

      Holiday cacti are probably the longest-lived of the
plants you can purchase for the holidays with some living
to be well over 100 years old or longer. Holiday cacti are
tropical cacti that prefer to be watered when the top two
inches of the soil get dry. Similar to the poinsettia, wait to
fertilize them till February and then fertilize regularly
throughout the growing season till they set blooms in the
fall. These cacti can be moved outside once nighttime
temperatures are above 50 degrees, but keep them in an
area where they get morning sun and afternoon shade only. 

half-strength. Once the weather warms up they can be moved outside and slowly transitioned to full
sun for the summer. Water and fertilize regularly through the summer till September when you bring
them back indoors. To encourage a bushy plant with more blooms prune them back about Father’s
Day for the final time.

mailto:callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/


Garden Gossip
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Caring for Your Holiday Plants Cont.

      Amaryllis are the final holiday plant to talk about.
While not as long-lived as the others, amaryllis can
provide years of enjoyment in the home. The secret to 

They will burn in full afternoon sun in our area. The
plants should be brought inside in the fall when the
weather is cool and treated like a houseplant. Holiday
cacti prefer to be pot bound and should only be
transplanted every couple years into slightly larger
pots.

getting them to rebloom is to have healthy plants. Once they have finished blooming, cut off the
blooms but leave the bloom stalk. A green stem will continue to promote photosynthesis, which
creates energy that is stored in the bulb for future leaf growth and flowers. Start fertilizing at half
strength in February and continue fertilizing through the summer. Move the amaryllis outdoors in
the summer and treat it like any other outdoor plant till fall. If you bought a bulb wrapped in wax
you must remove the wax or the plant will die. Take a sharp knife and cut a “v” in the wax at the
base then slowly peel the wax off the bulb, leaving as much of the brown papery covering as
possible. Place the bulb on a damp paper towel for 4 to 6 weeks till the bulb has 3 to 4 roots that
are three inches long. Transplant the bulb into a pot about two inches larger than the diameter of
the bulb. This process may take several months but the bulb should live. If your amaryllis does not
bloom in the spring, it didn’t store enough nutrients the previous growing season.



Garden Gossip
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Calla Edwards
Horticulture Agent

callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/

mailto:callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/


Garden Gossip

      Winter, with its cold, dreary days, is the perfect time to prepare
your garden tools for the growing season. If taken care of properly,
tools can last for years and make your job easier. If you don’t take
care of your tools they can quickly rust, become dull, and make
gardening harder. Here are a few tips to help keep your tools in top
shape for this gardening season.

      The first step with your tools is always to get them cleaned up.
It’s best to remove the soil from your tools right after you are 

Winter Care of ToolsWinter Care of Tools
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finished using them, but that isn’t always possible. Soap and water are an easy way to remove dirt
from any tool. Use a wire brush or steel wool for stubborn dirt or small creases. If the tool is covered
in sap you can use rubbing alcohol, mineral spirits, or a foaming bathroom cleanser.

      The second step is to disinfect any tools to prevent the spread of diseases among your plants.
Ideally, this step should be done after every use but that can be hard on tools. One of the easiest
ways to clean your tools is by soaking them for 30 minutes in a diluted bleach solution containing 9
parts of water to 1 part of bleach. You can also wipe tools using 70 to 100% rubbing alcohol. Once
the tools are clean and disinfected you can sharpen your shovels and pruning tools. Sharp tools
make any task easier, especially pruning or digging with a shovel.

      The final step with tools is to inspect the handles and sand
down any rough spots to prevent splinters. Treat the wooden
handles with linseed or mineral oil to keep the wood strong and
help the tools last longer. If you do have tools that need replacing,
now is the time to do it before the growing season starts. 



Garden Gossip
Calla Edwards

Horticulture Agent
callae@ksu.edu

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/
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January Gardening Calendar

Flowers

Peruse seed catalogs and prepare your seed
order
Things you can start: get unplanted spring
bulbs in the ground as soon as possible
Start seeds throughout the winter,
depending on growing requirements
Water fall planted perennials to prevent dry
soil conditions
Watch for signs of frost heaving and cover
tender roots
Replace mulch layers
Check bulbs in storage for rot and decay.
Discard damaged ones
Curl up with a good book and learn more
about gardening

Vegetables and Fruits

Pick up and discard fallen fruit before spring
arrives
As nursery catalogs arrive, look for plants with
improved insect and disease resistance
Order fruit trees

Lawns

Avoid walking on frozen lawns. It may injure the
grass
Rake fallen leaves that pile up on the law to
prevent suffocation of grass
Scatter snow instead of piling it up on the lawn
next to drives and walks

mailto:callae@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/horticulture/


Garden Gossip

January 2026                                                                                                                                          Page 21

January Gardening Calendar Cont.

Trees and Shrubs

Snow and ice on limbs:
Gently brush heavy snow from tree and
shrub limbs to reduce damage
Allow ice to melt naturally from limbs.
Do not use water to melt the ice or
attempt to knock it off

Pruning:
Prune storm-damaged limbs quickly to
reduce damage and prevent tearing of
bark
Avoid the temptation to prune on warm
winter days. You’ll prevent further
damage
Bring twigs of flowering trees and shrubs
indoors to force blossoms
Water the fall-planted trees and shrubs
when the soil is dry but not frozen
Watch out for rabbit damage to the bark
of trees and shrubs

Miscellaneous

Clean and repair garden tools during the winter
Sand and seal tool handles to prevent splinter.
Apply brightly colored paint to handles. It makes
them easier to spot in the garden
Keep bird feeders and water supplies filled for
the feathered friends
Evaluate the garden and make notes to assist in
next year’s planning
Take photos of the garden and analyze for year-
round interest



4-H

A Minute with Madeline

Beyond Ready for 2026!

Madeline Wallace
4-H Youth and Development Agent

mgwallac@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/
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Livestock Tagging Dates: Families planning to exhibit
livestock should watch for official tagging and
identification information in their email and mailbox!
YQCA Certification: YQCA class dates are now
available. Completion is required for youth exhibiting
livestock. Registration details are included in the 4-H
newsletter.
Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge (YEC):
Registration information and important dates are
outlined in the YEC section above.
Blueprint to Business Workshop: Open to youth
interested in exploring entrepreneurship, regardless
of prior experience. Full details in the newsletter.
4-H Day: County 4-H Day provides an opportunity for
youth to showcase their project work through
presentations and performances. All information,
categories, and entry deadlines are included in the 4-
H newsletter.
Regional 4-H Day: Youth who advance from County
4-H Day get the opportunity to compete against top
youth from surrounding counties! March 22, 2026.
More details to come!
State 4-H Events: Numerous state-level events and
opportunities are scheduled throughout late winter
and early spring! Most have their own event pages
with additional information in the 4-H newsletter.

mailto:mgwallac@ksu.edu
mailto:mgwallac@ksu.edu
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/

