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Will’s Desk 

Where did spring go?  It appears we skipped it this year and went straight into summer.  

Even though it may feel like late June here lately it still is spring and we need to keep a close eye 

on the sky and make sure you and your family is prepared in the event of a disaster.  There are 

many helpful tips from Emergency Management on the County’s website about storm preparation.  

Please make sure you have a plan and review it with your family so you can ensure everyone is 

safe.   

Vitality walks will kick off next month and information on these walks can be obtained 

through Human Resources.  These walks are a great opportunity to get some much-needed      

exercise, spend time with your family and pick up some Vitality points. 

Lots of things are going on with the Legislature as it came to an end Friday night, with some 

typical craziness.  Just like our parents told us growing up nothing good happens after 10 PM, so go 

home; the same holds true with trying to adopt legislation in the wee hours of the night and   

morning.  HB 2745 was passed at midnight and is an attack on local governments to control prop-

erty taxes.  The problem with the bill is the language included in the bill makes it almost impossible 

for County Clerk’s offices to comply in the event of a protest petition and limits property tax 

growth to 3%, including new construction.  So, if you have a major project or development that 

occurs, or an industrial revenue bond (IRB) which comes back on the tax roll increasing the as-

sessed valuation by over 3% you can not capture that in your budget even if the plan included    

additional expenses to support.  There are also provisions for a protest petition which would    

require Clerks’ Office to certify in about a week’s time and, finally, the State exempted themselves 

from the 20 mills school assessment they collect.  Which means if we have hyper inflation again 

and values increase by 10-15% your property taxes paid to the State will increase by a similar 

amount, while local budgets are capped at 3%.  Altogether HB 2745 is just a bad bill and I could go 

into more detail but it would take about 3 more pages, so I will move on to other items. 

Data Centers are the big buzz word right now around the nation, and the State of Kansas, 

as many developers are looking to locate in the Midwest where land prices are cheaper and there 

is better power and water availability.   The County is going to do our due diligence to learn about 

these facilities and put together regulations in anticipation of someone requesting to locate a    

center in Butler County.  There are many opinions about the pros and cons of data centers, and 

no matter how much information we collect the siting of one of these facilities in our County will 

be controversial.   I plan to visit one of these facilities this week to learn more about them and will 

attempt to take a group to look at a different facility later this spring so we can see them first 

hand.  They are large industrial size complexes that look more like large school campuses than in-

dustrial facilities.  They measure in size by the million square feet and house multi-millions of     

dollars’ worth of computer equipment.  We will do our best to develop regulations that strike a 

balance for the citizens of our County and facility owners—more to come on this subject. 

This is my favorite time of the year and I hope you can enjoy the spring weather.  Spend 

some quality family time outside by taking a walk and staying healthy (Vitality plug!).  I am looking 

forward to a beautiful April, which leads us to a wonderful May!  Keep up the hard work and thank 

you for all you do for the citizens of Butler County. —Will 







Welcome to Butler County! 

Jeduthun Humig—Noxious Weeds 

Cody Woodruff—Emergency Medical Services  
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April Employee Birthdays 

April 1 

Walker Andrews—Sheriff’s Office 

Allen Hosler—Public Works 

Aaron Lowmaster—Public Works  

Chloe Mahan—Emergency Communications 

April 2nd  

Lindsey Collins—Attorney’s Office 

Mathieu Flickinger—Public Works 

Michelle Milton—Treasurer’s Office 

Robin Thomas—Detention 

April 5th 

Raymond Petty—Public Works 

April 8th 

Kenyon McLallen—Detention 

April 10th 

John Foulston—Emergency Medical Services 

Zion Stevens—Public Works  

April 11th 

Kaydran Cota—Emergency Medical Services 

Dwayne Killman Sr.—Sheriff’s Office 

April 13th 

Leann Kirkendoll—Appraiser’s Office 

Wyatt Rowland—Public Works  

April 15th 

Mark Schmidt—GIS/Mapping  

April 17th 

Billy Cole—Sheriff’s Office 

Kira Forrest—Emergency Medical Services 

Emily Rea—Emergency Medical Services 

 

 

April 18th 

Matthew Hickman—Sheriff’s Office 

April 19th 

Brian Culpepper—Detention 

April 20th 

Caitlin Smith—Appraiser’s Office 

April 21st 

Terrence Huelskamp—Administration 

Nicole Troughton—Emergency Medical Services 

April 22nd 

Allen Peck—Detention 

April 23rd 

Kelly Pratt—Emergency Medical Services 

April 27th 

Cody Otto—Public Works 

April 29th 

Tessa Bragg—Emergency Communications 

Mary Partyka—Treasurer’s Office 
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April Employee Anniversaries 

 Rachel Barker—8 years, Emergency Medical Services 

 Derek Best—3 years, Emergency Communications 

 Christina Burton—11 years, Emergency Medical Services 

 James Byers—6 years, Facilities Management 

 Ted Dykstra II—5 years, Noxious Weeds 

 Eli Flower—2 years, Community Development 

 Muhammad Ijaz—1 year, Detention 

 William Johnson Jr—24 years, Administration 

 Austin Merz—2 years, Sheriff ’s Office  

 Timothy Moore—2 years, Community Development  

 Kelly Pratt—13 years, Emergency Medical Services 

 Carmen Sperry—22 years, Sheriff ’s Office 

 Arielle Steinle—8 years, Emergency Medical Services 

 Misty Tharp—6 years, Treasurer’s Office 

 Katelynn Ware—2 years, Detention 

 Thad White—19 years, Sheriff ’s Office  





Kansas Legal Services 

Legal Aid  
 

Kansas Legal Services (KLS) will be available to the public to provide legal 
aid one day a month at the Butler County Judicial Center.  KLS attorneys 
will be on-site in the Butler County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly room 

from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month. 

  

The legal aid services are open to the public at no cost if there is not a        
conflict.  While there is no appointment required, KLS will be limited to 20 
individuals per legal aid day.  If someone is unable to participate in legal aid 
day, KLS has made available an advice line.  The number for the advice line 

is 1-800-726-6933.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Rouse or Kim Ellison at     
316-322-4358. 

13th Judicial District News 

Important Notice 
 

Starting January 1, 2026, the Butler County District Court Clerk will only 
accept the following types of payment: 

 

 Debit/Credit Card, 

 Check, 

 Money Order, and 

 Cash – EXACT FUNDS ONLY 











MISSION STATEMENT 

Provide the public with quality service 

And efficient use of resources through 

Responsive, interactive, and proactive management 

While respecting individual rights and dignity. 

 
www.bucoks.com 

 

Butler County   

205 W. Central 

El Dorado, KS   67042 

Phone: (316)322-4300 
 

Moments in Time 

April 1st is “April Fool’s Day.” Need ideas to pull a 
verbal prank? See below for some epic “Dad 
Jokes” worthy of the mission.  

 Q: What is a gas pump’s favorite holiday? 

 A: April Fuel’s Day 

 Q: What monster plays the most April Fools’ 

jokes? 

 A: Prankenstein 

 Q: Why was everyone so tired on April 1st? 

 A: Because they just finished a 31-day March.  

 Q: What do you call a bear caught in an April 

shower? 

 A: A drizzly bear.  

 Q: What is a prankster’s favorite toy?  

 A: Silly String 

Q: How do April flowers kiss? 

 A: With their tu-lips.  

Bonus Round:  

 A and C were going to 

prank their friend ....but 

they just letter B.  

 My local library put out 

an “invisible books”      

display for April Fools’ Day 

but I saw right through it.  


