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Where did spring go? It appears we skipped it this year and went straight into summer.
Even though it may feel like late June here lately it still is spring and we need to keep a close eye
on the sky and make sure you and your family is prepared in the event of a disaster. There are
many helpful tips from Emergency Management on the County’s website about storm preparation.
Please make sure you have a plan and review it with your family so you can ensure everyone is

safe.

Vitality walks will kick off next month and information on these walks can be obtained
through Human Resources. These walks are a great opportunity to get some much-needed
exercise, spend time with your family and pick up some Vitality points.

Lots of things are going on with the Legislature as it came to an end Friday night, with some
typical craziness. Just like our parents told us growing up nothing good happens after 10 PM, so go
home; the same holds true with trying to adopt legislation in the wee hours of the night and
morning. HB 2745 was passed at midnight and is an attack on local governments to control prop-
erty taxes. The problem with the bill is the language included in the bill makes it almost impossible
for County Clerk’s offices to comply in the event of a protest petition and limits property tax
growth to 3%, including new construction. So, if you have a major project or development that
occurs, or an industrial revenue bond (IRB) which comes back on the tax roll increasing the as-
sessed valuation by over 3% you can not capture that in your budget even if the plan included
additional expenses to support. There are also provisions for a protest petition which would
require Clerks’ Office to certify in about a week’s time and, finally, the State exempted themselves
from the 20 mills school assessment they collect. Which means if we have hyper inflation again
and values increase by 10-15% your property taxes paid to the State will increase by a similar
amount, while local budgets are capped at 3%. Altogether HB 2745 is just a bad bill and | could go

into more detail but it would take about 3 more pages, so | will move on to other items.

Data Centers are the big buzz word right now around the nation, and the State of Kansas,
as many developers are looking to locate in the Midwest where land prices are cheaper and there
is better power and water availability. The County is going to do our due diligence to learn about
these facilities and put together regulations in anticipation of someone requesting to locate a
center in Butler County. There are many opinions about the pros and cons of data centers, and
no matter how much information we collect the siting of one of these facilities in our County will
be controversial. | plan to visit one of these facilities this week to learn more about them and will
attempt to take a group to look at a different facility later this spring so we can see them first
hand. They are large industrial size complexes that look more like large school campuses than in-
dustrial facilities. They measure in size by the million square feet and house multi-millions of
dollars’ worth of computer equipment. We will do our best to develop regulations that strike a

balance for the citizens of our County and facility owners—more to come on this subject.

This is my favorite time of the year and | hope you can enjoy the spring weather. Spend
some quality family time outside by taking a walk and staying healthy (Vitality plug!). | am looking
forward to a beautiful April, which leads us to a wonderful May! Keep up the hard work and thank

you for all you do for the citizens of Butler County. —Will



Run with Purpose, Support with Heart,
Protect every Child

1,2,3 Mile Color Run & Festival

Choose .
N)ﬁ\ ﬁ‘:\’ g?(;zc?ag‘oop = get C?Veregf%tigfgr?NG
CO\OYO'.OOG-\T\ = koo - Regfster o ryp,
gestWV Eﬁﬁ%{\fﬁwa@ C*:) ?grpo Mflve day P
> S
e “oa UCks e WSt

NAT IONAL ALLIANCE
FOR DAUG ENDANGERED CHILOREN
DEC AWARENESS DAY

Scan to Register

EL DORADO COMMUNITY COALITION
,fo r COI.O F run creating connections to unfock potential



Extension
Butler County

KANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

April 2026

4-H & Youth Development

Wade line Wallace - 4-H& Yauth Developreent Agent

Celebrating the Haart of 4-H: Naticnal Voluntear Waeak

Each April, wa recognize the incradible individuals whe make 4-H
possible during Matienal elunteer Waek! Bahind every meating,
project, and event is a dadicated velunteer giving the ir time, talants,
and passien to- help young pacple grow. In 4-H, veluntears ara
mentzrs, reke modets, and cham piens for yeuth.

Cur veluntears craate maaningful expariancas that shapa life skills
and build confidence in cur mambers. Thay ane tha reasen youth faal
supportad as they try naw things, stap cutside their cemfort zenes,
and dizoover thair potantial. Tha impact of a caring aduft showing up
conslstenth cannct be overstated, as it's often what makes the
difference in 4 young person's journey.

Maticnal Voluntzer Week is the perfact time to say "thank you" in both
big and small ways. Clubs and members can write thank-yoeu notes,
racognize tham during meetings, ordo so in othar ways. Evan a
simp ke expression of gratitude can go 4 keng way in showing
appraciation for the time and haart cur veluntaers invest.

Togathar, wa can centinue buiking a strong, supportive envirenmant
whara allyeuth can thrive. Te-allef cur 4-H veluntears, thank you for
tha diffarance you make evary single day. Yeur dadication is truly the
hzart of our program.

Family Consumer Sciences

April is racegnized a5 Financial Litaracy Month, a timea dadicatad to
1aising awareness about the impertance of undarstanding money
management and building strong finansial habits. n today's fast-
paced, increasingly cxmplex financial world, financial literacy & more
essential than ever. Pecple of all ages are encouraged to evaluate
their current financial habits. Whathar it's areating a budget, starting
an emeargancy fund, or karning abcut investmants, even small steps
can kead to significant improva mants cvar tima.

Financial lteracy maans having the knowledge and skilks to maks
infermed decisicns abeut budgeting, saving, investing, and managing
dabt.

The U.S. Gowernment's Financial Education and Literacy Commissicn
premotas five principles for Amaricans to kaap in mind as thay make
day-to-day financial dacisiens and plan thair financial geals. Thosa
principkes are: Earn, Save and Invest, Protect, Spend and Borrow.
Whila avaryona managas menay difarently, thase ara dasignad to
help you guide you and not hard and fast rukes.

Agriculture

Prescribed Burning - Know the Regulations!
Charlzne Miller - Aaricutture Agert Extenzion Director
It i the time of yaar when we start planning for native pasture prascribed
burning. Hare are a faw things you can do to halp prapara and raduce the
risk of unintandad cutocemes.

1) Know the Butler County Burn Regulatins! Yo can find thosa at:
https:fiwww. bucoks .comi203/Contre lked-Burning. ou are required o
make netifications and that contact infermatien & found in this link. | aksc
rcemmeand netifying your naighbors.

2) The Kanzas Smoke Management Plan goes into effect on April 1-
know the plan! www. ksfire org

J) Develep a burn plan; idantify your geals, know the weather and wind
fzracast [www. weathar.gowictifire), raview safaty requiremeant, datarming
aguipment and manpowar needs and know your emangency contacts.
Alsc ba awara of roads and majer highways and usa caution not to By
smaoke across them. Evaluate the ground to make sure it's solid encugh to
hoid a pickup and sprayer. If the greund is not schid, think of what will
happan whan yeu put fire trucks on thara fthe fire should escapa. Geod
planning i critical whan planning and exacuting 4 centrellad burn.

Horticulture

Houseplant Care
iCalla Edwardz - Harticulture Agent

Frost Frae Dates Calla Edwards — Horticulfture Agant

Aprilis here, and gardaning seascn is really hitting its stride. Batwasan

fiowears bleeming, planting in the garden, bees buzzing, and grass growing,

things get geing in April. An impertant mikstene in cur gardening cakndar
gz falls in April we reach cur frost-free date fer spring. Depending on where
yol live in Butker County, the frost-frae dates ranga anywhans frem April 1210
in Cassoday to April 19th in Rese Hill. There is quite a bit of confusicn about
what frostfrea dates truly mean. Many pacple think that cnce we reach that
date, wa will not have any frost for the rest of the seascn. Howeaver, that i not

the case.

A frost-free date is a8 maasure of the chances that there will be a
J2degree temparature on or after that date. In EI Derade, cur frost-free date is
April 14th. On that date, we hawe 3 59/6) chance of 8 frost, and avary day
aftar, the chance of a frost drops to Zare. I you want to ba safe and aveid
having to cover your vageata bles to- protact tham from the oold weathar, wait til

May 1stwhan thame i kssthan a 10% chance of 3 frost.

Frost-frae dates are 8 great tood to use whan planning when to plant
your wegetablke garden, but don't forget to use soil temperatures as the
detarmining facter when you plant your warm-se ascn vegetables toansura
thay gat the bast =tart this spring. Happy Growing, evaryenall

Contact us:

Phone: [316) 321-9660 Facehook: Dutlerca
Weh: Butler K-State Edu Twitter: i@ButlerExtension
Addreaa: 206 M Griffith 5t Ste. B Dorada, KS 67042

See our full Newslstter at
Fer KSRE publicaiions and information,
visit www.ksre ksu.edu




Welcome to Butler County!

Jeduthun Humig—Noxious Weeds

Cody Woodruff—Emergency Medical Services
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KANSAS STATE

UNIVERSITY

Extension

TWO LOCATIONS. ONE PURPOSE.
EMPOWERING WOMEN IN THE CATTLE INDUSTRY.

Registration now open
for Eastern Cow Camp

WESTERN KANSAS, HAYS WKREC
SEPTEMBER 9-10, 2026

EASTERN KANSAS, PARSONS SEREC
MAY 5-6, 2026

Contact Us

Western: Dr. Emma Briggs
785-625-3425

Eastern: Dr. Jaymelynn Farney
620-820-6125

LEARN MORE AT:
https://www.wkrec.org/events/cow_camp/

ible to all participants. If you have special requirements dueto a
Ve ty Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension
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APRIL EMPLOYEE BIRTHDAYS

April 1
Walker Andrews—Sheriff’s Office

Allen Hosler—Public Works

Aaron Lowmaster—Public Works

Chloe Mahan—Emergency Communications
April 2nd

Lindsey Collins—Attorney’s Office

Mathieu Flickinger—Public Works

Michelle Milton—Treasurer’s Office

Robin Thomas—Detention

April Sth
Raymond Petty—Public Works

April 8th
Kenyon McLallen—Detention

April 10th

John Foulston—Emergency Medical Services
Zion Stevens—Public Works

April 11th

Kaydran Cota—FEmergency Medical Services
Dwayne Killman Sr.—Sheriff’s Office

April 13th

Leann Kirkendoll—Appraiser’s Office

Wyatt Rowland—Public Works

April 15th
Mark Schmidt—GIS/Mapping

April 17th

Billy Cole—Sheriff’s Office

Kira Forrest—Emergency Medical Services
Emily Rea—Emergency Medical Services

April 18th
Matthew Hickman—Sheriff’s Office

April 19th
Brian Culpepper—Detention

April 20th
Caitlin Smith—Appraiser’s Office

April 21st
Terrence Huelskamp—Administration
Nicole Troughton—Emergency Medical Services

April 22nd
Allen Peck—Detention

April 23rd
Kelly Pratt—Emergency Medical Services

April 27th
Cody Otto—Public Works

April 29th
Tessa Bragg—Emergency Communications

Mary Partyka—Treasurer’s Office




WALK KANSAS

March 22 - May 16, 2026
Walk with us toward a healthier tomorrow.

Registration opens March 1!

Kansas State University

Extension walkkansas.org

K-State Extension Butler County

206 N. Griffith St. El Dorado, KS 67042
316-321-9660
cmmillerl@ksu.edu

Kansas State University is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




BUTLER COUNTY DEPARTMENT ON AGING’S

( W

SENIOR RESOURCE FAIR
&7 fpril 30, 2026 Y

9a.m.-2p.m.

FREEADMISSION Tivo Tocations in €l Dorado
Visit over 100 Booths

_ CIVIC CENTER
Door Prizes at every booth 201 E. Central
Free Shuttle & Parking COMMUNITY BLDG
Monterey Lunches $10 206 N. Griffith

Free Health Screenings

. s e e e
Free Document Shredding

Every Senior Is an MVP!
Free Photo Booth
. . Visit Spring Fling web page ¥
Chance to win a Grand Prize B0
ok

Sponsored In Part By:
THE ACTIVE AGE , HOMESTEAD SENIOR LIVING, ALL SAINTS HOME CARE, INSPIRED ADYISORS
LAKEPOINT OF EL DORADO & AUGUSTA, ALL STATES HOME IMPROVEMENT, MILLS INSURAN Sats

QUESTIONS/INTERESTED IN A VENDOR BOOTH OR SPONSORSHIP? e
Call BCDoA at 316-775-0500 or email blouthan@bucoks.com




Friday
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Beyond First Aid and CPR...

Maybe you've taken a CPR class or a First Aid class... or maybe even Stop

the Bleed. But now you’re wondering what else is out there. What else
can you learn to help you be better prepared to reactin an emergency or to protect your
friends and family?

CERT BASIC CLASS: Dates and Times

Here’s an option! Friday, April 10th 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

FEMA’s 20-hour “CERT Basic” Saturday, April 11th 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

class teaches regular citizens Sunday, April 12th 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

basic disaster skills, such as: *Must attend all three dates to earn the certificate.

= Disaster Preparedness cE“ m m Lm

= Light Search and Rescue Public Safety Building — Training Room

= Fire Safety and Suppression 2100 N. Ohio, Augusta KS

= Disaster Medical Operations

...and more! The program Butler County Emergency Management is conducting a
% dudesboihdasstoom CERT Basic class in April 2026 and registrations are now

. .. being accepted. If you are interested in participating, here is
learning and hands-on activities. & p ) Y , P PADRE
some additional information:

Cost: None! CERT Basic is free.
Prerequisites: No prior training is required.

Eligibility: Anyone and everyone! Teens under 18
{but at least 14) are welcome to attend
with a parent or guardian.

Registration: Limited to the first 25. Sign up using the
link or QR code below :

https: //wiwwv.signupgenius.com/go/April 2026 CERT

Questions:
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April Employee Annivergsaries

o Rachel Barker—38 years, Emergency Medical Services
o Derek Best—3 years, Emergency Communications
o Christina Burton—1I | years, Emergency Medical Services
o James Byers—=é years, Facilities Management
o Ted Dykstra Il—5 years, Noxious Weeds
o Eli Flower—2 years, Community Development
o Muhammad ljaz—1 year, Detention
o William Johnson Jr—24 years, Administration
o Austin Merz—2 years, Sheriff’s Office
o Timothy Moore—2 years, Community Development
o Kelly Pratt—1 3 years, Emergency Medical Services
o Carmen Sperry—22 years, Sheriff’s Office
o Arielle Steinle—=8 years, Emergency Medical Services
o Misty Tharp—=6 years, Treasurer’s Office
o Katelynn Ware—2 years, Detention
o Thad White—19 years, Sheriff’s Office

- SSED

AN NIY




. KANSAS STATE |
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Vale
4.11.2026

Manhattan, KS

14 Day f’
Kegistration

Due: 3.20.2026

Cost: $20/person Q
https:/bit.lySheepJrProducer

4 K-State

}O ]unior

B Sheep .
¥ producer 3

b

(7] Que%fw#lé

Lexie Hayes

785.532.1264

*All adults & youth must register to attend.
**Only those registered by 3/20/26 will ﬂ

- 5 receive a t-shirt.
Zoan iel

Program

Join us for the biennial K-State Junior Sheep Producer
Day on Saturday, April 11, 2026. Presentations will be
provided by featured guests, as well as K-State faculty,
staff, and students. This event will be an educational
day of activities in which youth, parents, extension
agents, ag teachers, and sheep project leaders can
increase their knowledge of youth sheep project
selection and management. A variety of topics will be
shared, including an optional YQCA certification at the
end of the day. All ages and skill levels are invited!
Lunch and a t-shirt are included. The registration fee is
$20/person for those who sign up by March 20 or
$30/person for those who register after that date. Only
those who register by the deadline will receive a t-shirt.
This is a family event! Anyone attending, including both
youth and adults, must register.There will be an
optional tour of the sheep and meat goat center
offered on Friday evening and Saturday after jr. day.

***| ate registration is S30/person.

Tevlnfive Sehedule

K-State, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating.
All educational programs and materials available without discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion,

national origin, sex, age, or disability.

adhayes@ksu.edu

Friday, April 10
5:00-7:00PM Optional Tour of Sheep & Goat Center

Saturday, April 11

8.00AM Check-in
9:00AM Welcome
915AM  Selection
10:00AM Nutrition
10:45AM Morning Breakout Sessions
-facilities & equipment, reproduction,
project management purchase to show
NOON " Lunch
1:00PM  Health
1:45PM  Afternoon Breakout Sessions
-wool, showmanship, clipping & grooming
3:45PM  Dismissal
4:00PM Optional YQCA Class

4:00-6:00PM Optional Sheep & Goat Center Tour

K



13th Judicial District News

Important Notice

Starting January 1, 2026, the Butler County District Court Clerk will only
accept the following types of payment:

e Debit/Credit Card,
° ChCCk,

e Money Order, and
o Cash— EXACT FUNDS ONLY

Kansas Legal Services
Legal Aid

Kansas Legal Services (KLS) will be available to the public to provide legal
aid one day a month at the Butler County Judicial Center. KLS attorneys
will be on-site in the Butler County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly room

from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month.

The legal aid services are open to the public at no cost if there is not a
conflict. While there is no appointment required, KLS will be limited to 20
individuals per legal aid day. If someone is unable to participate in legal aid
day, KLS has made available an advice line. The number for the advice line

is 1-800-726-6933.

If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Rouse or Kim Ellison at
316-322-4358.




‘GROW & BLOOM

YhaAtefoGandenma@ButfefoC@ KS )

Children’s activities
Concessions

Exhibits & vendors

Plants for sale!
Professional presentations
Seed swap

Soil test service available!
& More!

Event Details

&

Saturday, April 11th, 9 AM - 5 PM
Sunday, April 12th, 11 AM -4 PM

‘

Butler County Community/4-H Building
200 N. Griffith, El Dorado

%

Pgmifmti may be available in langu than Eglh gag

and r

This institution is committed to p vidin g equal opportunity for pt llp gams serv;cesad ! (
b Ch IR e K-STATE
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Run with Purpose, Support with Heart,
Protect every Child

April 25,2026 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
East Park, El Dorado, KS

Seeking Exhibitor’s

Promote your business or organization by having a booth in the park or
Hosting a special promotion in connection with the event.

Sign up through the QR code/url below.

https://forms.gle/KROQMhB6U15wchu5t8

« Exhibitor'sin the park will be ask to provide a children’s craft or carnival game at their booth.
« This event sponsored by the El Dorado Community Coalition for National Drug Endangered

Children Awareness Day



Ag Tech Day

April 4, 2026

“

lickner Innovation Farm
oundridge, Kansas

Visit stations around the farm and learn about
technologies to make a farm management plan.

Free and open to the public; activities are
tailored for middle and high school students.

2 Come and go as you please; snacks provided!

K-STATE

Research and Extension

% Beyond KANSAS STATE Institute for Digital Agriculture %
Recdy UNIVERSITY 2andAdvanced Analytics /
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=y What's up with the Butler County

The Butler County

Employee Association?

Aren’t a member yet? No problem! We have lots of benefits to

Employee Association enjoy throughout the whole year. Contact Sandy at
benefits@bucoks.com or call her at 322-4301.

We would love to have you join!

Upcoming Events

The first 2026 Food Truck Friday is April 17th!

Adopt-A-Charity 2026 Schedule

The General Board heard presentations from Kansas
Honor Flights, Monkey in My Chair & Refuge in the
Storm El Dorado (RISE) during the March 5th General
Board Meeting. The Board voted to award 2026 Adopt-
A-Charity assistance to Monkey in My Chair, keep
Kansas Honor Flight as the 3rd quarter Jean Day and
hold a fund-raiser or supply drive for RISE.

2026 Jean Day Schedule
1st Quarter—Birthline of El Dorado
2nd Quarter—Substance Abuse Center of Kansas (SACK)
3rd Quarter—Kansas Honor Flights
4th Quarter—Dept. on Aging Senior Christmas Bags

Jean Day Highlight

The Substance Abuse Center of Kansas (SACK) is the
recipient of the 2026 2nd Quarter Jean Day Donations. SACK
helps with the prevention, treatment & case management
of individuals affected by substance abuse. They have
locations in Wichita, El Dorado, Hutchinson & Roeland Park.

Check out their website for more information on how they
help our community! www.sackansas.org

Merchant Highlights

*Two Brother's BBQ
10% discount at El Dorado location

*Shaw’s Pest Control
20% off pest control service,
10% off termite treatment

*O’'Reill'y Auto Parts
Government rate plus tax.
Discount amount varies by item.
Augusta & El Dorado locations.

- S ———

Jeans Days

2026 2nd Quarter Jean Days go to the Substance Abuse Center of Kansas

(SACK.)

April Jeans Days are the 2nd, 16th and 30th.




“ Butler County

205 W. Central
El Dorado, KS 67042

Phone: (316)322-4300

A
BUTLER COUNTY

Bonus Round:

= A and C were going to
prank their friend ....but
they just letter B.

= My local library put out
an “invisible books™
display for April Fools’ Day
but | saw right through it.

Maments in Jime

April 1st is “April Fool's Day.” Need ideas to pull a
verbal prank? See below for some epic “Dad
Jokes” worthy of the mission.

*

*

Q: What is a gas pump’s favorite holiday?
A: April Fuel's Day

Q: What monster plays the most April Fools'
jokes?

A: Prankenstein
Q: Why was everyone so tired on April 1st?
A: Because they just finished a 31-day March.

Q: What do you call a bear caught in an April
shower?

A: A drizzly bear.
Q: What is a prankster’s favorite toy?

A: Silly String —
Q: How do April flowers kiss? m

A: With their tu-lips.

MISSION STATEMENT

Provide the public with quality service
And efficient use of resources through
Responsive, interactive, and proactive management

While respecting individual rights and dignity.




