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Will’s Desk 
 Tis is the end of February and I am setting here staring out the window at 75-degree    

temperatures wishing I were somewhere other than typing this newsletter here in my of-

fice.  This is a much different opening from last year’s newsletter when we were talking 

about bitter cold and a lot of February snow.  Amazing what a difference a year makes.  

Let’s just pray we can make it through March and April without severe weather or major 

spring wildfires. 

 It has been relatively quiet as we are busy wrapping up some long overdue projects 

such as the compensation study and update to the Comprehensive Plan.  While we have im-

plemented the salary adjustments from the compensation study, we still need to finalize the 

final guidance      document; we should have this done in March.  Likewise, we continue to 

work on the final edits to the Comprehensive Plan and, while the target date for adoption 

was April, we may push it back a couple months to give the Planning Commission and 

County Commission time to fully review and discuss modifications prior to adoption.  

These two projects have been long overdue and I am going to be excited when we finally 

close them both out.   

 We continue to watch closely what is going on in Topeka as the Legislature is still 

dead set on doing something with property taxes, especially since this is an election year.  It 

appears two similar bills are on a crash course again this year.  One from the Senate, cap-

ping appraisals, and another from the House, which will cap property taxes.  Each bill is 

drastically different and it   appears the Senate still has not learned capping appraisals does 

not cap property taxes and only ends up creating a financial mess for State of Kansas along 

with major inequities between our neighbors when paying taxes over time.  The House, on 

the other hand, has put together a pretty good and thought-out bill which has the potential 

to actually limit property taxes.  While I may or may not agree with State taking control out 

of the hands of local officials, at least this bill has a chance to accomplish something rather 

than making a mess out of the appraisal system which is not broke.  So, we shall see where 

this goes over the course of the next few weeks.                Unfortunately, this is an election 

year and crazy things get introduced and happen without being fully vetted.  We are also 

watching HB 2712 which would allow Counties to issue up to 2% in special sales tax with-

out the approval of the Legislature.  This would be a great win for Kansas counties and I am 

hoping this moves forward, otherwise we will have to continue going to the Legislature for 

approval of special use sales taxes, which are currently doing with HB2643.  HB2643 would 

allow Butler County to issue up to a 1% sales tax dedicated for property tax relief.  To date, 

HB2643 has not received a hearing date and we are hoping HB2712 passes and our bill is 

not necessary. 

 Remember storm season is right around the corner, and I am not talking about pend-

ing legislation, which could be more damaging than a tornado. We need to make sure we 

are prepared both as individuals and employees. Keep up the great work; enjoy the beautiful 

weather and thank you for making Butler County the best county in Kansas. - Will  





Butler County Emergency Communications has been re-accredited as 
the world’s 214th Medical & 48th Fire Accredited Center of Excellence 
(ACE) by the International Academies of Emergency Dispatch (IAED)! 

Congratulations to all of the Butler County Emergency Communications 
department, especially the Emergency Dispatchers who answer every 

request for assistance. This is Butler County’s 5th Medical & 4th Fire     
accreditation.  

Congratulations Butler County Dispatch, & Thank you for 
your continued commitment to excellence! 
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March Employee Birthdays 

March 2nd  

Wesley Elmore—Detention 

March 3rd 

Caden Burnett—Appraiser’s Office 

Fabian Coker—Emergency Medical Services 

Shawn Elsen—Public Works 

March 4th 

Ayden Rasnic—Detention 

Elmer Titus—Department on Aging 

Natasha Whalen—Facilities Management  

March 5th 

Tracy Burnett—Detention 

March 6th 

Rebecca Weaver—Emergency Communications 

March 7th 

Stephanie Wallace—Emergency Medical Services 

March 8th 

Freddie Barnett—Emergency Communications 

March 9th 

Lacy Ruth—Detention 

David Springob—Public Works 

Thad White—Sheriff’s Office 

March 10th 

Vanessa Daniels—Emergency Medical Services 

Patrick Howard—Sheriff’s Office 

March 11th 

Scott McMurphy—Sheriff’s Office 

James Nelson—Sheriff’s Office 

March 12th 

Donald Phillips—Public Works 

 

March 15th 

Dane Danninger—Detention 

Pamela McNown—Sheriff’s Office 

March 16th 

Keri Korthals—Emergency Management  

Shelby Mascareno—Detention 

Makayla Stiles—Emergency Communications 

March 17th 

Drake Hall—Sheriff’s Office 

Steven Haury—Public Works 

March 18th 

Charles Miller—Community Corrections 

March 19th 

Donna Farthing—Treasurer 

March 20th 

Angela Jones-Burks—Clerk’s Office 

Wesley Stewart—Sheriff’s Office 

March 21st 

Clayton Hill—Public Works 

March 22nd 

Jennifer Castleman—Register of Deeds’ Office 

Steven Parker—Sheriff’s Office 

Pablo Ramos—Detention 

March 23rd 

Victoria Wilson –Clerk’s Office 

March 24th 

Nathan Moyer—Sheriff’s Office 

March 27th 

Larry Reynolds—Detention 

March 29th 

Deb Studebaker—Appraiser’s Office 

March 31st  

Jacob Lawrence—Sheriff’s Office 

Johnny Throckmorton—Sheriff’s Office 







Kansas Legal Services 

Legal Aid  
 

Kansas Legal Services (KLS) will be available to the public to provide legal 
aid one day a month at the Butler County Judicial Center.  KLS attorneys 
will be on-site in the Butler County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly room 

from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month. 

  

The legal aid services are open to the public at no cost if there is not a        
conflict.  While there is no appointment required, KLS will be limited to 20 
individuals per legal aid day.  If someone is unable to participate in legal aid 
day, KLS has made available an advice line.  The number for the advice line 

is 1-800-726-6933.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Rouse or Kim Ellison at     
316-322-4358. 

13th Judicial District News 

Important Notice 
 

Starting January 1, 2026, the Butler County District Court Clerk will only 
accept the following types of payment: 

 

 Debit/Credit Card, 

 Check, 

 Money Order, and 

 Cash – EXACT FUNDS ONLY 
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March Employee Anniversaries 

Jamie Downs—33 years, Health Department  

Darrin Devinney—26 years, Attorney 

Todd Gurley—24 years, Sheriff’s Office 

Joshua Whiteside—22 years, Emergency Medical Services  

Danny McKenzie—18 years, Community Corrections 

Ryan Adkison—12 years, Administration 

Kayce Rickels—12 years, Detention 

Emelia Toney—11 years, Attorney’s Office 

Fabian Coker—11 years, Emergency Medical Services 

Carri Guy—10 years, Appraiser’s Office 

Tracy Hall—9 years, Health Department 

Quinten Cox—8 years, Emergency Medical Services 

Nathan Sturchio—8 years, Emergency Medical Services 

Donald Tharp III—8 years, Sheriff’s Office 

Charles Miller—8 years, Community Corrections 

Frank Williams—7 years, Emergency Medical Services 

Allen Hosler—7 years, Public Works  

Tessa Bragg—7 years, Emergency Communications 

Christina Bastain—5 years, Attorney’s Office 

Wesley Stewart—5 years, Sheriff’s Office  

Emily Frakes—3 years, Administration 

Andrea Humig—3 years, Appraiser’s Office 

Angela Aschenbrenner—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

Joy Cushman—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

Elizabeth Fox—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

Harold Leslie—2 years, Clerk’s Office  

Sanna Lindley—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

John Ruhl—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

Peggy Ruhl—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

Michael Stafford—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

Avery Bryant—2 years, Detention 

Curtis Mader—2 years, Public Works 

John Marlnee—2 years, Public Works 

Shawna Taylor—2 years, Clerk’s Office 

Raymond Petty—1 year, Public Works 

Tommy Wilson—1 year, Public Works 

Lauren Hotz—1 year, Emergency Communications 

Malachi Moore—1 year, Detention 

Conner Austin—1 year, Public Works 

Richard Johnston II—1 year, Public Works 

Cody Otto—1 year, Public Works  

 













TeDre Turner—Emergency Communications 

Kylie Wiebe—Emergency Communications  

Shane Masters—Public Works 

Natalie Biggart—Treasurer’s Office  







MISSION STATEMENT 

Provide the public with quality service 

And efficient use of resources through 

Responsive, interactive, and proactive management 

While respecting individual rights and dignity. 

 
www.bucoks.com 

 

Butler County   

205 W. Central 

El Dorado, KS   67042 

Phone: (316)322-4300 
 

Moments in Time 

 March is an important month in the history of 

the establishment of The Star Spangled Banner as the  

national anthem of the United States of America. The 

song’s lyrics are based on the poem Defence of Fort 

M’Henry by Francis Scott Key, which was inspired by 

Francis’ experience of the Battle of Baltimore during 

the War of 1812. Francis’ brother-in-law, Joseph        

Nicholson, put Francis’ poem to the music of the    

popular British song called The Anacreontic Song. An 

anonymous Baltimore printer first printed the song—

two (2) known copies from this printing still exist! 

Shortly after, the newspapers The Baltimore Patriot & The 

American   published the newly assembled song, which 

helped the song gain popularity amongst the public.  

 President Woodrow Wilson instructed the US     

Bureau of Education to establish an “official” version of 

the song.  In 1916 President Wilson ordered that the 

newly  official song was to be played at military & other 

such  celebrations.  Maryland Congressman John      

Linthicum tried several times between 1918 & 1929 to 

have The Star Spangled Banner established as the        

national anthem, but was unsuccessful. Finally, on March 

3rd, 1931, President Hoover signed the bill officially   

establishing the official version of the song as America’s 

national anthem.  

The earliest surviving sheet music of The Star 

Spangled Banner from 1814. 


