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The Veterinary Feed Directive will go into effect January 1, 2017

Submitted by: David Kehler, County Extension Director/Agriculture Agent

What is a “VFD drug”?

A "VFD drug” is a drug intended for use in or on animal feed that is limited to use under the
professional supervision of a licensed veterinarian.

How do I know if a drug is a VFD drug, rather than an OTC drug?

Read the label. All labeling and advertising for VFD drugs, combination VFD drugs, and feeds
containing VFD drugs or combination VFD drugs must prominently and conspicuously display
the following cautionary statement: "Caution: Federal law restricts medicated feed containing
this veterinary feed directive (VFD) drug to use by or on the order of a licensed veterinarian."
Over-the-counter (OTC) drugs do not have this statement.

What is a VFD?

A VFD is a written (nonverbal) statement issued by a licensed veterinarian in the course of the
veterinarian’s professional practice that authorizes the use of a VFD drug or combination VFD
drug in or on an animal feed. This written statement authorizes the client (the owner of the
animal or animals or other caretaker) to obtain and use animal feed bearing or containing a VFD
drug or combination VFD drug to treat the client’s animals only in accordance with the
conditions for use approved, conditionally approved, or indexed by the FDA. A VFD is also
referred to as a VFD order.

How does a producer obtain a VFD feed?

Use of a VFD feed requires the professional supervision of a licensed veterinarian. Producers
must obtain a VFD order from their veterinarian, then send, or take, the VFD order to a feed
manufacturer or supplier to get the VFD feed. Producers who manufacture their own feed must
have a VFD in order to get the medicated VFD feed to manufacture from.

The veterinarian-client-patient relationship (VCPR) is the basis of professional supervision.
Veterinarians who issue a VFD order must practice veterinary medicine in compliance with all
applicable veterinary licensing and practice requirements, including issuing the VFD in the
context of a VCPR as deWned by the state. If applicable VCPR requirements as deWned by such
state do not include the key elements of a valid VCPR as deWned by Federal law, the veterinarian
must issue the VFD in the context of a valid VCPR as deWned by the Federal law.

What are my responsibilities as the “client”? 

As the client, a producer must:

only feed animal feed bearing or containing a VFD drug or a combination VFD drug (a VFD
feed or combination VFD feed) to animals based on a VFD issued by a licensed
veterinarian; 

not feed a VFD feed or combination VFD feed to animals after the expiration date on the
VFD;  provide a copy of the VFD order to the feed distributor if the issuing veterinarian
sends the distributor’s copy of the VFD through you, the client; 

maintain a copy of the VFD order for a minimum of 2 years; and provide VFD orders for
inspection and copying by FDA upon request.

For more details on the VFD, to the  link on our Butler Extension web site: www.butler.ksu.edu
The link is located under the Agriculture section in the Ag information/links section.
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