
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture and Horticulture 
Callery Pears are in bloom and driving down the road, you can see the bright white flowers along the roads and out in pastures. 

Historically these pear trees were one of the “Kings of Spring” with beautiful white blooms and purple foliage in the fall. Unfortunately, 

over time the trees have escaped and are now taking over rangeland. The original Callery Pear was a variety that went by the name of 

“Bradford” and while it had beautiful, but smelly, flowers the tree was fruitless and most people willingly overlooked the slightly 

unpleasant flower smell for the blooms. As the trees grew it became apparent that the branching structure of the tree caused it to break 

under wind and other storms so the hybridizers began to develop varieties with stronger branch structures. This is where the issue 

began, pear trees need another variety of pear to cross pollinate to produce fruit. As new varieties appeared on the market and were 

planted the once fruitless Ornamental Pear started to develop small marble sized pears. These pears are simply a mess to clean up for 

homeowners but birds love them and will happily spread the seeds throughout the area. The pears that come up from the seeds have 

thorns and are prolific bloomers that start producing fruit at a young age.  This ability has further acerbated the issue leading to the 

Callery Pear tree being listed as an invasive species in several states plus a plague of baby pears spreading in locations they weren’t 

planted. This is unfortunately how the “King of Spring” turned from a spring beauty into a nightmare of a beast.  

Ryan Armbrust, Kansas Forest Service Rural Forestry Program Coordinator shared; wild Callery Pears first started being noticed in 

2014. In 2018, the Kansas Forest Service achieved buy-in from all partners to remove Callery pear from Kansas preferred tree list. In 

2020, they received a grant to map Callery Pear in Kansas and in 2021 they started herbicide field trials.  

Luckily, identifying the Callery Pear is not too difficult.  In the spring, the bright white flower on the current blooming tree is very easy to 

pick out. Let’s take it one step farther and make sure you are not looking at a Mexican Plum or some other tree. Callery Pear’s are also 

easily identified by their not so delightful smelling odor on the flowers. “Dead fish” smell is one term I hear used to describe the smell of 

Callery Pear flowers. If it smells good, then it is not a Callery Pear. The Plum trees smell better and also have a rough and peeling bark 

as compared to the smooth and lighter colored bark found on pear trees.  

The Callery pear was known to be a tough tree in the landscape and that has unfortunately carried into the wild trees. While burning 

controls trees, especially eastern cedar trees and also helps maintain an ecosystem, fire is not an effective method for controlling 

Callery Pear. Their deep root system allows them to sucker and come back unfortunately, better than ever. Pulling is effective on very 

small seedlings while mowing is effective only when it’s frequent and followed with chemical control. Chemical control does work, but 

it’s imperative you follow the label instructions and wear appropriate PPE. Chemical options include, foliar, basal bark, hack-and-squirt, 

cut-stump and soil application. Soil application seems to be the less effective of those options listed. Additional information on 

controlling Callery Pear’s can be found by visiting the following links: Kansas Forest Service  - 

https://www.kansasforests.org/forest_health/callerypear.html  

Webinar Recording - https://deeproots.org/seasonal-webinars/ - Goodbye Callery Pear – Smell Ya Later 

 

Family Consumer Sciences 
 
 

How can we help build resilience in youth? Dr. 

Ginsburg, child pediatrician and human development 

expert, proposes that there are 7 integral and 

interrelated components that make up being resilient 

– competence, confidence, connection, character, 

contribution, coping and control.Check out the article 

below to learn about the 7 C's of resilience!  

https://cbtprofessionals.com.au/the-7-cs-of-

resilience/  

4-H & Youth Development 
 

Mark your calendars for the Butler County Mini Fair on June 

18th - beginning at 5:30 PM.  The Mini Fair is an opportunity 

for 4-Hers to showcase their projects to the public.  We’re 

planning on food and fun for the whole community! 

Looking for a free educational opportunity for kids ages 14-

18?  The Augusta Airport and K-State Research and 

Extension – Butler County are hosting an Aviation SPIN club!  

This club will meet six evenings in the month of June and 

focus on different aspects and career opportunities in the 

aviation field.  Participation is free and open to any youth 

member, regardless of 4-H membership. Call our office for 

more information!  
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Contact us: 
 

 Phone: (316) 321-9660   Facebook: @ksrebutlerco 
 Web: Butler.K-State.Edu  Twitter: @ButlerExtension 

 Address: 206 N Griffith St, Ste. El Dorado, KS 67042  

 

For KSRE publications and information,  

visit www.ksre.ksu.edu 
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