
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horticulture 
Spring has arrived and with it the cool season lawns are 
starting to grow for the season. As the warm weather 
continues it’s time to start lawn care for the season. 
Before you mow your lawn for the first time this year be 
sure your equipment is in top notch shape by changing 
your oil and sharpening or replacing your lawn mower 
blades. Lawn mower blades should be sharpened every 
10 hours during normal use and while most of us don’t 
follow that rule we should definitely start the year with a 
sharp blade.  
              Late March is a good time to control broadleaf 
weeds in the lawn. As long as the wind isn’t blowing hard 
you can easily spot spray the broadleaf weeds as the 
grass starts to green up. Even with the warmer 
temperatures, it’s still too early to apply most Crabgrass 
preventers and have it provide protection through most of 
the year. It’s best to wait till the Redbud trees are in full 
bloom before applying. A second application will need to 
be made later in the year per the instructions on the label. 
With just a bit of work you can have a beautiful, weed free 

lawn this summer. 

Agriculture 
 

Butler County Agriculture land spring burning season is in full swing!  

1) The Kansas Smoke Management Plan goes into effect on April 1 – 

know the plan! www.ksfire.org 

2) Know the Butler County Burn Regulations! You can find those at 

http://www.bucoks.com/index.aspx?nid=203.  You are required to 

make notifications and that contact information is found in this link. I 

also recommend notifying your neighbors. 

3) If you live in the country, here are some things you can do to help 

keep your property safe from fire whether it be from Ag or non-ag 

burning 

 Weed around the property regularly, especially areas where a 

lawn mower is not appropriate. 

 Remove leaf litter and other debris that accumulates around 

buildings, under vegetation, and in other collection areas. 

 All trees within a 105 ft. radius should be pruned to a height of 

three times the height of surrounding vegetation (usually 6-10 

feet), but do not remove more than one third of the live crown. 

 Propane tanks, gasoline, and wood piles should be stored 30 ft. 

from structures. Keep a 10 ft. clearance around propane tanks. 

 Mow the lawn regularly to keep grasses shorter than 4 inches 

tall around the home. 

 All exterior vents should be covered with a nonflammable wire 

mesh 1/8 in. or smaller 

 Remove all dead vegetation for a 105 ft. radius. Prune dead 

branches that overhang the roof or are within 15 ft. of the 

chimney. 

 Make sure your address is clearly visible from the road 

 

 

Family Consumer Sciences 
 

Tornadoes and Floods and Earthquakes….OH, MY! 
If you had only a few moments to evacuate your home, would 
you have access to the cash, banking services and personal 
identification needed to conduct your day-to-day financial life? 
If you can’t answer this question with a definite “YES,” then 
here are some tips for you. 
 

1)  Where? Choose a location that works for YOU: 
Use a waterproof, fireproof container that can be taken with 
you at a moment’s notice. Scan and store information safely 
online. Store the items in a safe deposit box in your bank.  
Now, regardless of your method of storage, get your records in 
order! 
 

2)  What should I save? Here’s a list to get you started: 

 Personal Identification - copies of driver’s licenses, 
passports, social security cards 

 Insurance cards and policies 

 Household inventory (serial #’s, photos)  

 Immunization records 

 Bank account numbers, cash 

 Copies (front and back) of debit, and credit cards 

 Family records - birth, marriage, death certificates 

 Will, stocks, bonds, deeds 

 Prescriptions for medications 

 Pet ID’s 

 

4-H & Youth Development 
Spring is great time to plan projects and the Kansas 4-H program offers 

35 project areas for youth to participate in. Kansas 4-H staff have 

developed spark pages for nearly all of those projects, helping youth 

with ideas on things to explore, learn, practice or experience. The 

content is appropriate for beginning, intermediate and advanced project 

members. The pages also list resources and events that might be 

available, including curriculum, record-keeping and project exhibit ideas. 

We also have some project challenges, which provide young people an 

introductory activity in several project areas. One thing we talk about 

with 4-H projects is the idea of the project pathway. We are interested in 

what creates a spark for young people; that is, something that they’re 

very interested in. Then, we help them gain knowledge and mastery of 

the subject as they continue in the project. Completing a project helps 

youth build career skills, whether they pursue a career in the given 

subject area or not, because many skills are transferrable. We think it’s 

great for young people to start seeing the possibilities! That deeper 

learning might spark them toward a career! 
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Contact us: 
 

 Phone: (316) 321-9660   Facebook: @ksrebutlerco 
 Web: Butler.K-State.Edu  Twitter: @ButlerExtension 

 Address: 206 N Griffith St, Ste. El Dorado, KS 67042 

 

For KSRE publications and information,  

visit www.ksre.ksu.edu 

http://www.ksfire.org/
http://www.bucoks.com/index.aspx?nid=203

