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As we move into the heart of the 4-H year, now is the perfect time for a mid-year
record book check-in. Record keeping is more than a requirement; it is a life skill.
Accurate, consistent records help members track growth, reflect on progress, and
demonstrate responsibility. Waiting until the end of the year often leads to stress
and forgotten details. A simple review now can make a significant difference later.

Start by reviewing what you have already completed. Are your project goals clearly
written and still relevant? Strong goals are specific and measurable, not just “do
well,” but “improve showmanship score by 10 points” or “complete three
woodworking projects.”

Next, bring your financial records up to date. Most projects involve expenses and
income. Make sure feed costs, supplies, entry fees, and any sales are recorded
accurately. Good financial documentation not only strengthens your record book but
also builds real-world money management skills
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Record Book Mid-Year Check-In

Don’t forget to log meetings, clinics, and community service hours. Include
leadership roles, presentations given, and contests entered. Even small activities add
up over time and reflect your commitment.

Finally, take time to reflect. What skills have you improved? What challenges have
you faced? Reflection sections are often what set strong record books apart. Judges
are not only looking for numbers; they are looking for evidence of learning and
development.

Reviewing and updating your record book now can save hours later. It ensures your
hard work is documented and recognized. Staying consistent is the key to success,
and your future self will thank you at the end of the year!



Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their friends to
attend a meeting & join 4-H!
Encourage 4-H’ers to share what they are
doing in 4-H at school!
Ask your 4-H parents to encourage others
to get involved.

March Check-Up

Promote/Recruit

YQCA for all members enrolled in animal
projects
Turn in all forms for livestock projects by the
listed deadlines!

Leader’s Lounge To-Do

Help 4-H’ers plan and prepare projects for the
fair
Check in with Project Leaders to ensure they are
on task and holding meetings
Check the club mailbox at the Extension Office
Check the club’s progress toward goals
Start speaking with your club members on how
they can show appreciation to their club
volunteers during April’s National Volunteer
Week.
Remind 4-H’ers to enroll and select projects in
4-H Online by the May 1st deadline
Remind 4-H’ers of the 2 Meeting Requirement
for the Butler County Fair
Remind families to “Subscribe” to the 4-H Online
broadcast messages. This is where all
newsletters and important information are sent
out to families!
Check out the Kansas 4-H Club Resources page
HERE

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark important
dates on the calendar
Review highlights from the 4-H Newsletter at
your club meeting

Review

Remember
Work with your co-leader!
Make it a fun and rewarding year!
If your Club is planning to have a bake sale, fundraiser,
make t-shirts, etc., please contact our office prior to
doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/clubcorner/


Important Dates and Deadlines

May
May 1: Project & 4-H Online Enrollment
Deadline to participate in County Fair
May 1: Market Beef State Nominations DUE
May 2-3: 4-H Shooting Sports Leader Training -
Rock Spring Ranch
May 3: Dairy Goat Clinic and Practice Show -
Cheney
May 10: Black Gold Spring Show
May 21: YQCA Training In-Person at 6:30 p.m.
May 25: Extension Office Closed 
May 28: Animal Car & Housing and Market
Animal Certification Forms DUE
May 28: Butler County YQCA Deadline

*See the full 2025-2026
Calendar HERE*

March
March 1: 4-H Day
March 1: 4-H Day with Wildcat Women’s
Basketball - Manhattan
March 3: 4-H Judges Training - Parsons
March 4: Butler County Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge
March 7: K-State Jr. Beef Producer Day -
Manhattan
March 14: UAS Workshop - K-State Salina
March 20: K-State Jr. Sheep Producer Day
Registration Deadline
March 21: 4-H Super Saturday Judging Contest
- Hays
March 21: Dairy Cow Showmanship Clinic -
Cheney
March 22: Regional 4-H Day - Mulvane
March 22: Walk Kansas Begins
March 25: YQCA Training In-Person at 6:30
p.m.
March TBA: Clipping Clinic

April
April 4: Ag Tech Day - Moundridge
April 10: Club Quarterly Reports DUE to
Extension Office
April 10-15: National 4-H Conference -
Washington, D.C.
April 11: K-State Jr. Sheep Producer Day -
Manhattan
April 11: Shutterbug Photography Event -
Manhattan
April 14: 4-H Council Meeting
April 14: 4-H Judges Training - Concordia
April 19-15: National Volunteer Week
April 20: Bucket Calf, Meat Goat, Sheep &
Swine Tagging
April 20: Market Dairy Wether ID Forms DUE
April 23: YQCA Training In-Person at 6:30 p.m.
April 24: Spring Into Volunteering
April 28-29: Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge
April TBA: Fitting Clinic

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html






4-H Spotlight
Benton Busy BeesGrace R.

Grace R. is a 10-year member of the Butler County 4-H program! She is an
active member of the Purple Heart 4-H Club, where she serves as the
club’s Vice President, and a Butler County 4-H Ambassador. In November
at KYLF, Grace was elected to a one-year term on the Kansas 4-H Youth
Leadership Council to represent the Southeast Region. As a council
representative, Grace will assist in planning state leadership events, such
as CIA, KYLF, and Discovery Days, while advancing Positive Youth
Development and Kansas 4-H! Her favorite projects include Shopping-in-
Style, Sewing & Textile Design, and Fiber Arts. Outside of 4-H, you will find
Grace on the basketball court or sharing her artistic talents in a musical
production. Grace is a strong example of how 4-H is creating a Beyond
Ready generation to serve the needs of Butler County, Kansas, and
beyond! 

Kansas 4-H Youth Leadership Council, Purple Heart 



4CIA in Review

Nine Butler County 4-H members traveled to Topeka
over President’s Day Weekend for Kansas 4-H
Citizenship in Action!  With 4-H Agent, Madeline as
their chaperone, Jonathon (PH), Cami (CB), Valerie
(PH), River (PH), Maddy (PH), Brynlie (BBB), Kenzie
(PH), Karly (PH), and Grace (PH) spent time at the
Capitol learning about how the legislative process
works. The group was joined by Sen. Mike Fagg during
the banquet, and he gave them a behind-the-scenes
tour of the Senate Chambers and his office.
Members debated HB2186 on the Chamber floors,
saw House Members deliberate on the bill during
session, and attended committee meetings. A special
‘Thank You!’ to 4-H Volunteers and PDC Members
Kyle N. and Burgundy B. for assisting in transporting
the group to and from Topeka!



Butler County Fair Rules 

The 2026 4-H/FFA Division Rules are available
on our website! They can be found on at the
following link: https://www.butler.k-
state.edu/4hfair/

Important Dates
February 21: Market Beef Tagging*
April 15: Bucket Calves Must Be Born*
April 20: Small Animal Tagging*
May 1: 4-H Project Enrollment Deadline
May 28: YQCA Deadline
May 28: Market Animal Certification and
Animal Care and Housing Forms Deadline
June 1: Horse ID Deadline*
June 1: Pre-Entries Open
June 15: Dairy Heifers/Cow ID Deadline*
June 15: Breeding Animal Tagging
Deadline*
June 15: Livestock Registration Paper
Deadline*
June 22: Pre-Entries Close at 11:59 p.m.
July 1: Dairy Doe Registration/Ownership
Deadline*

2026 Butler County Fair Dates and

Deadlines

Pre-Entries 
Pre-Entries are required for all 4-H/FFA
projects
Cloverbuds will only need to preenter if
participating in Fashion Revue
Butler County will be using FairEntry
once again this year for pre-entries
Make sure you receive your
confirmation e-mail!

July 16-21, 2026 

*See the 2026 Butler County Fair 4-H/FFA Tagging Guidelines and Forms Table HERE

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/2026%20Tagging%20Flo%20Table.pdf


4-H/FFA Division Rule Updates



UAS Workshop

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3I37gpLlFA7kJ3o

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3I37gpLlFA7kJ3o


Jr. Sheep Producer Day

Registration: https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-
programs/events/ks-jr-producer/ 

https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/events/ks-jr-producer/
https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/events/ks-jr-producer/
https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/events/ks-jr-producer/


Super Saturday Judging Contest

Registration Link:
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/forms/SV_78Jwy8nnfMNIBW6

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_78Jwy8nnfMNIBW6
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_78Jwy8nnfMNIBW6


Sedgwick County Dairy Clinics
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YQCA is REQUIRED to be Eligible to Exhibit ALL ANIMAL EXHIBITS (Except Horses) at
the Butler County 4-H Fair.

The YQCA Deadline for Participating in the 2026 Butler County 4-H Fair is 
May 28   at 11:59 PM, 2026. th

Youth are required to take YQCA in-person or online; if taken online, a 
certificate of completion must be submitted to the Extension Office by 
May 29  at 11:30 a.m. You can find more information about YQCA at th

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html
In person class dates:  

Wednesday, March 25  th

Thursday, April 23  rd

Thursday, May 21  st

** All Classes will be held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Community/4-H Building(200 N. Griffith, El Dorado)

2026 Butler County 

YQCA Information

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) is a national, multi-species quality assurance program for
youth ages 7 to 18. This program promotes food safety, animal well-being, and character development. With
YQCA, you’ll discover what it takes to be an informed producer, consumer, and employee of the agriculture

and food industries.

Frequently Asked YQCA Questions:
Is YQCA mandatory for all 4-H’ers?

        YQCA is required to show animals at the Butler County 4-H Fair, the Kansas State Fair, and the Kansas Junior Livestock Show. 
        8-18 yr. olds must pass a web-based or instructor-led training. 7-year-olds must attend an instructor-led course.

How much does getting certified cost? 
       The online module certification is $12, and the instructor-led training method of certification is $3.

Does the YQCA certification ID sync with 4-H Online? 
        Yes, you will sign in using your 4-H Online information.

I only show horses. Do I need to be YQCA certified? 
        No. Right now, YQCA, is not required for 4-H Horse Project Members.

Do 4-H’ers need to update their YQCA certification number each year? 
        Yes, they do. Youth should re-certify around the same time they tested each year.

Do I need to register before class?
        Yes! You must register and pay online before attending an instructor-led class. You will also need to take the pre-test before class.

Does Butler County 4-H get the registration money? 
        No, all registration money is online and goes to YQCA.

YQCA is REQUIRED to be eligible to exhibit ALL ANIMAL EXHIBITS (except horses) at the Butler
County Fair.

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html


Ag Tech Day

https://bit.ly/AgTechDay

https://bit.ly/AgTechDay


State Events



Kansas Youth Range Camp



4-H Scholarship Opportunities

Did you know that the Butler County 4-H Council has event scholarships
available to all Butler County 4-H members?!

Scholarship Requirements: 

Any current 4-H member (includes Coverbuds) is eligible to apply
for a scholarship. 
4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships per 4-H year. 
Completed forms are to be submitted to the Butler County
Extension Office with event payment prior to event registration
deadline.

Scholarship Details: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or did not receive a pin within the past year for a $100
scholarship
Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have
already received their 10-year pin are exempt from pin requirement. 

You can find the scholarship application here:
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html 
You can find more Kansas 4-H State Event Opportunities here: 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html 

4-H Scholarship Update

4-H Foundation Scholarship

E.W. Nath

The E.W. Nath 4-H Foundation Scholarship can now be used towards
trade schools, professional programs, or technical degree programs.
This scholarship is no longer limited to a two- or four-year college or

university.

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html


Office News
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