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4-H’ers Learn Life Skills at 4-H Day

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. www.ksre.ksu.edu

   Butler County 4-H held their annual 4-H Day on February 25th, 2024 at Butler Community College. 4-H Day offers youth the
opportunity to participate in a wide variety of events including vocal, instrumental, piano, skits, project talks, demonstrations,
public speaking, impromptu presentations and an event called Crunch Time/Pickle Power. These events give youth the
opportunity to learn and enhance life skills.
   Project Talks are intended for youth up to 12 years of age and help them gain confidence in expressing themselves before an
audience. Demonstrations are defined as a “show-how” process involving doing or making something while giving an explanation
to a judge and audience. Illustrated talks are a “tell-how” process. Visuals such as equipment, supplies, posters, graphs, charts,
etc. can all be used to help the youth present the information.
   Public speaking and impromptu presentation are designed specifically for older and more experienced 4-H’ers. The purpose of
these presentations are to assist the older 4-H’ers as they further develop confidence and skills in speaking before an audience.
Youth participating in impromptu presentation selects a topic and then has 7 minutes to prepare a speech and then present it.
The topic reflects upon current events and/or a 4-H topic. Youth learn the importance of the introduction, body and conclusion
parts of a speech.
   Crunch Time/Pickle Power is an event that youth really enjoy. This event is open to all 4-H’ers from 7 to 18 years of age. Youth
are given two different age specific, ethical topics to review and then choose one to tell about to a judge. They analyze the
problem and present alternatives and a solution. 
   The skits, vocal, dance, piano and instrumental events allow youth to learn these skills and exhibit their talents in front of a
judge and audience. They learn poise, confidence, and how to perform in front of a group. Some of these also require the
memorization of music. 
    Youth participants also have the opportunity to participate and show their knowledge in judging contests: Horticulture, Family
and Consumer Science and Livestock Skill-a-thon. Youth have to work through
 scenarios and identify different items related to the three judging areas.
   4-H Day is just one of the many educational strategies and opportunities 
for youth and adults to work in partnership as they develop life skills. 
The top youth in the speaking and gavel games divisions earned the 
right to represent Butler County at Regional 4-H Day in April.

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/


To-Do

Start speaking with your club members on
how they can show appreciation to their
club volunteers during April’s               
National Volunteer Week.
Check in with project leaders to ensure they
are on task and holding meetings
Check club mailbox at the Extension Office
Remind 4-Her’s to enroll and select projects
in 4-H Online by the May 1st deadline
Help 4-Her’s plan and prepare projects for
the fair
Check out the Kansas 4-H Club Resources
page HERE

Leader’s Lounge

Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their
friends to attend a meeting
Encourage 4-H’ers to share what they
are doing at school
Ask your 4-H parents to encourage
others to get involved

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark
important dates on the callendar
Review highlights from the 4-H
Newsletter at your club meeting

Review

March Check-Up

Promote/Recruit

YQCA for all 4-H’ers enrolled in animal
projects

Remember
Make it a fun and rewarding year!
Horse ID Papers are due June 1st 
Animal Care and Housing Form and Owner
Certification of Market Animal Forms are due June
1st. These forms can now be submitted digitally and
found on our website HERE. Paper forms are also
acceptable and found at the same link. Families can
take their pick, just remember to turn them in!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/leader-resources/clubcorner/index.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/livestock.html


Important Dates and Deadlines

March 1st: Kansas 4-H Scholarship Application Deadline
March 2nd: Junior Beef Producer Day - Manhattan
March 12th: YQCA In-Person Training
March 14th: Youth Lawn Mowing Clinic
March 14th: State 4-H Horse Judging Contest
March 16th: Horse Project Meeting - Wichita Riding Academy
March 16th: Junior Sheep Producer Day - Manhattan
March 19th: Clipping Clinic - Butler Community College Ag Facility 
March 23rd: 4-H Super Saturday Judging Contest

March

April 1st: 4-H Council Meeting
April 12th: Club Quarterly Report Deadline
April 13th: Regional 4-H Day
April 16th: Fitting Clinic - Butler
Community College Ag Facility
April 18th: YQCA In-Person Training
April 19th-24th: National 4-H Conference
April 20th: Spring State Shooting Sports
Match
April 20th: Last Day to Order Market Beef
DNA Envelopes for State Nomination 
April 21st: Swine, Bucket Calf, Sheep &
Meat Goat Tagging 3:00-6:00 p.m.
April 21st: Market Dairy Wether ID Forms
Deadline
April 21st-27th: National Volunteer Week

April

*See the full 2023-2024 Calander HERE*

May
May 1st: Project Enrollment Deadline to
Participate in the County Fair
May 1st: 4-H Online Enrollment Deadline to
Participate in the County Fair
May 1st: Market Beef State Nominations Due
May 8th: Bucket Calf Clinic
May 12th: Black & Gold Spring Show
May 23rd: 4-H Mini Fair
May 30th: YQCA In-Person Training
May 30th: Butler County YQCA Deadline
May 30th: Animal Care and Housing and
Market Animal Certification Forms Due
May 30th: Horse ID Forms Deadline
May 31st: Online YQCA Certificates Due
11:30 a.m.

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html


The YQCA Deadline for Participating in the 2024 Butler County 4-H Fair is 
May 30th, 2024 at 11:59 PM.
Youth are required to take YQCA in-person or online; if taken online, a certificate of
completion must be submitted to the Extension Office by May 31st at 11:30 a.m.. 
You can find more information about YQCA HERE.
 

Tuesday, March 12th
Thursday, April 18th
Tuesday, May 30th

**All Classes will be held from 6:00 p.m.—7: 30 p.m. in the Community/4-H Building
(200 N. Griffith, El Dorado). 
 

Frequently Asked YQCA Questions:

Is YQCA mandatory for all 4-H’ers?  
       YQCA is required to show animals at the Butler County 4-H Fair, the Kansas State Fair, and the Kansas Junior Livestock Show. 
       8-18 yr. olds must pass a web based or instructor led training. 7 year olds must attend an instructor led course.

How much does getting certified cost?
       The online module certification is $12, and the instructor-led training method of certification is $3.

Does the YQCA certification ID sync with 4-H online?
       Yes, you will sign in using your 4-H Online information.

I only show horses. Do I need to be YQCA certified?
       No. Right now, YQCA, is not required for 4-H Horse Project Members.

Do 4-H’ers need to update their YQCA certification number each year?
       Yes they do. Youth should re-certify around the same time they tested each year.

Do I need to register before class?
       Yes! You must register and pay online before attending an instructor-led class.

Does Butler County 4-H get the registration money?
       No, all registration money is online and goes to YQCA.
 

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) is a national, multi-species quality
assurance program for youth ages 7 to 18.  This program promotes food safety, animal

well-being and character development. With YQCA, you’ll discover what it takes to be an
informed producer, consumer and employee of the agriculture and food industries. 

YQCA is REQUIRED to be Eligible to Exhibit ALL ANIMAL
EXHIBITS (Except Horses) at the Butler County 4-H Fair. 

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html






Regional 4-H Day

Events
Public Presentations
Demonstration and
Illustrated Talks
Project Talks
Public Speaking
Readings

Butler County
Cowley County
Sedgwick County

Counties

April 13, 2024
Sedgwick County Extension Office

Congratulations to our Butler
County 4-H Qualifiers

Intermediate Reading
1. Brynlie Nichols - BBB
2. Kennedy Strecker - TR
3. Justice Milbourn - LL

Senior Reading
1. Molly Fitzgerald - PH

2. Ellie Nelson - BBB
3. Jackson Strecker - TR

Intermediate Project Talks
1. Jack Myers - BBB

2. Emmalyn Nelson - BBB
Jr. Demo/Illustrated Talks

1. Nolan Peters - PH
2. Lucas Jurgens - EDB

Int. Demo Illustrated Talks
1. Maddy Ikner - PH

2. Carson Brackenridge - NB
3. Julia Amend - NB

Sr. Demo/Illustrated Talks
1. Cora Brackenridge - NB

2. Kylee Barlett - PH
3. Alaxis Jensen - BBB

Jr. Project Talk
1. Alex Neuhaus – LL

Intermediate Gavel Games
1. Benton Busy Bees (Brynlie Nichols, Allison Holliday, Wylie Pierce, Lorelai Sullenger)
2. Purple Heart 2 (Kenzie Sommers, Gian Guermonprez, River Horner, Madelyn Ikner)

Senior Gave Games
1. Purple Heart 3 (Brenna Sommers, Grace Ricke, Mikalyn Peak, Jadon Guermonprez)



2024 Butler County Fair

July 18th - 22nd, 2024
July 23rd Clean up and 

release of exhibits

Pre-Entries are required for all 4-H/FFA
projects
Cloverbuds will only need to pre-enter if
participating in Fashion Revue
Butler County will be using FairEntry
once again this year for pre-entries
Make sure you receive your
confirmation e-mail!

Pre-Entries

Fair Dates

Important 2024 Deadlines
April 21st: Small Animal Tagging*
April 21st: Market Diary Wether ID Form
Deadline
April 21st: Bucket Calf Tagging Deadline*
May 1st: 4-H Project Enrollment Deadline
May 30th: YQCA Deadline
May 30th: Market Animal Certification and
Animal Care and Housing Forms Deadline
May 30th: Horse ID Deadline*
May 31st: Online YQCA Certificates Due  
June 1st: Pre-Entries Open
June 13th: Dairy Heifers/Cow ID Deadline*
June 13: Breeding Animal Tagging Deadline*
June 15th: Livestock Registration Paper
Deadline*
June 24th: Pre-Entries Close at 12 a.m.
July 15th: 4-H Meeting Requirement Deadline

                  
 *See Animal Taggging chart HERE

Fair Rules
The 2024 4-H/FFA Rulebook has been
posted on our website at
https://www.butler.k-
state.edu/4hfair/2024%204-
H%20FFA%20Fair%20Rules.pdf

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Animal%20Tagging%20flo-table1.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/2024%204-H%20FFA%20Fair%20Rules.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/2024%204-H%20FFA%20Fair%20Rules.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/2024%204-H%20FFA%20Fair%20Rules.pdf


2024 Butler County Fair Updates

Educational Exhibits
Veterinary Science Project
Wildlife Project

Buymanship
Is now “Shopping In Style”
Included educational exhibits

New for 2024



Club News

Benton Busy Bees
The February monthly meeting was called to order by Parent President Stacie N. on Sunday February 5th at the

Benton Community Building. February is our parent meeting, where the parents get to conduct the meeting and fill
in for their kids’ office. It is always a well-attended meeting, full of fun. Roll call was answered by your kids’ birthday,

some parents might have had some cliff notes; others nailed it with several kids and even had the year their child
was born. During the committee reports; Benton Day Committee mentioned that they will be meeting on March 3rd
to finish up on some planning ahead of Benton Days in early April. Leader reports discussed the newsletter and all

the events coming up. Beef Weigh in and Club Days are quickly approaching, look for the schedules to be coming out
soon. Make sure everyone is enrolled in the projects they want to take. Also, YQCA trainings are out there so make

sure to sign up.

For the program, Justin W., Parent Vice President provided a cupcake decorating demonstration, using parent
volunteers who were blindfolded and given special “utensils” to accomplish the task. It was a lot of laughing during

that demonstration!! 

Recreation parent leader Travis P. led the club in a parent / kid “Rock Paper Scissor” game; kids got the parents on
that one, we couldn’t seem to win those rounds we lost to the kids, maybe next year we can get our revenge. 

Kyle “Fuzzy” N. - Parent Reporter BBB

Cassoday Boosters
 The Cassoday Boosters 4-H Club met at 7pm at the Flinthills Primary School on February 19th.

Vice President Emily S. conducted this meeting. Beef weigh in will be on Saturday, February
24th at the Flinthills High School agriculture buildings in Rosalia. 4-H days will be held on

Sunday, February 25th at Butler Community College. The club approved to donate a hundred
dollars to the Kansas 4-H Foundation. The club also approved to pay for 4 livestock tags for

each of our members. The club will begin selling Blue & Gold sausage products for a fundraiser
soon. Orders will be due on March 24th. We will be bringing ideas for a club booth at the 4-H

Mini Fair to our next meeting. Next month's meeting will be on March 18th at 7pm in Rosalia. It
will be Parent’s Night so the parents will take over the offices of their kids. 



Citizenship In Action

9 of our Butler County 4-H’ers took the trip to Topeka, KS over President’s Day
Weekend to attend Citizenship in Action. This two day event is sponsored by

the State 4-H Youth Leadership Council. The purpose of the event is for
Kansas youth to learn how the state legislative process works and how their

voice and participation in decision-making can make a difference in their local
communities. The legislative visit not only familiarizes youth with the capitol

building, but also shows them how they can affect the legislative process.



4-H and Beyond!

Brynlie N.
Benton Busy Bees

Brynlie recently competed at the Arizona
National Livestock Show in the 4-H Creed
speaking competition. Brynlie received 4th

place out of 25 participants.

Riley G.
Cassoday Boosters

Riley was recently crowned Winter
Homecoming Queen at her local high school!

Janelle was her school’s Spelling Bee
Champion! Janelle went on to participate

in the county wide spelling bee.

Janelle S.
Hickory Helpers














