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Fair season is right around the corner, which means now is the time to get organized

and ready for a successful experience. One of the most important steps in preparing for

the fair is completing your pre-entries. This is required for participation in the 4-H/FFA

Divisions at the 2026 Butler County Fair.

Pre-entry will be open June 1–22. Be sure to mark your calendar and don’t wait until the

last minute. Getting your entries submitted early gives you time to review everything

carefully and make any needed corrections before the deadline.

When completing pre-entry, take time to:

· Double-check that all projects are entered in the correct classes

· Confirm exhibitor information is accurate

· Make sure all required fields are completed before submitting

· Review confirmation emails to ensure your entries went through successfully

To make this process easier, I will be offering pre-entry office hours throughout June.

During these times, families can hop on Zoom with me for assistance. Whether you want

a second set of eyes to review your entries, need help navigating the system, or have

questions about classes or requirements, I’m here to help! A full list of dates and times

can be found later in the newsletter.

Taking a little extra time now to complete pre-entry carefully can save a lot of stress

later. Let’s set everyone up for a smooth and successful fair experience! Don’t forget to

submit your entries by 11:59 p.m. on June 22!

If you have any questions along the way, don’t hesitate to reach out. I’m happy to help!

A MINUTE WITH MADELINE
Prepare for the Fair: Pre-Entry Now Open!

Kansas State Univeristy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their

friends to attend a meeting & join

4-H!

Encourage 4-H’ers to share what

they are doing in 4-H at school!

Ask your 4-H parents to

encourage others to get involved.

JUNE CHECK-UP

PROMOTE/RECRUIT

4-H Camp at Rock Springs Ranch

Coggins test is required for the

Horse Project

TO-DO

Help 4-H’ers plan and prepare projects

for the fair

Check in with Project Leaders to ensure

they are on task and holding meetings

Check the club mailbox at the Extension

Office

Check the club’s progress toward goals

Remind 4-H’ers of the 2 Meeting

Requirement for the Butler County Fair

(by July 13)

Remind families to “Subscribe” to the 4-

H Online broadcast messages. This is

where all newsletters and important

information are sent out to families!

Check out the Kansas 4-H Club

Resources page HERE

LOUNGE

LEADERS

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark

important dates on the calendar

Review highlights from the 4-H

Newsletter at your club meeting

4-H/FFA Division Rules for the Butler

County Fair

REVIEW

REMEMBER

Work with your co-leader!

Make it a fun and rewarding year!

Horse ID Certification DUE June 1

Pre-entires from the Butler County Fair

open June 1. ALL projects require pre-

entry!

If your Club is planning to have a bake

sale, fundraiser, make t-shirts, etc., please

contact our office prior to doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/clubcorner/


& DEADLINES

IMPORTANT DATES

JUNE

July 3: Extension Office Closed

July 6: Superintendent Meeting

July 10: Club Quarterly Reports DUE

July 11: Butler County Fair Fashion Revue

July 12: Butler County Fair Horse Show

July 13: Auction Meeting Requirement Deadline

July 13-22: Extension Office Hours 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

July 16-21: Butler County Fair

July 21-August 5: Kansas State Fair entries

accepted at the Extension Office

July 23-24: Extension Office Closed

JULY

June 1: Horse ID paperwork DUE

June 1: Pre-entries open for Butler County Fair

June 3-5: Discovery Days - Manhattan

June 9: 4-H Council Meeting

June 11: Extension Office closed for staff

development

June 12-14: Geology Field Trip - Parsons

June 15: 

Dairy Cattle ID forms DUE

Breeding animal tagging DEADLINE

Small livestock & commercial heifer State

Nominations DUE

YQCA deadline for Kansas State Fair

June 16: Ambassador Day Camp

June 18: SE Area Challenge Day - Emporia

June 18-20: Kansas All Breeds Jr. Dairy Cattle

Show - Salina

June 19-20: Insect Spectacular - Iola

June 21-26: National 4-H Shooting Sports

Championship - Grand Island, NE

June 22: Butler County Fair Pre-Entries DUE

*See the full 2025-2026

Calendar HERE*

AUGUST

August 4: 4-H Wheat Expo - El Dorado

August 5: Kansas State Fair Entires DUE to the

Extension Office

August 15: State 4-H Horticulutre Judgbing

Contest

August 22-23: State 4-H Livestock Sweepstakes

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html


NEWS

PRE-ENTRY LETTER



ZOOM HOURS

PRE-ENTRY

Benton Busy Bees



INFORMATION

SHOOTING SPORTS

SMALL BORE

SHOTGUN

All Shooting Sports Members must have the following completed in order to be eligible to participate: 

1.  Be enrolled in the Shooting Sports Project in 4-H Online

2.Have a signed copy of the Shooting Sports Waiver turned into the Extension Office

3.$20 Shooting Sports Project Fee paid at the Extension Office

Practices will begin on Tuesday, June 2 .nd

Time and location TBD.

An email will go out to all members

enrolled in the projects once all details

are finalized.

Shotgun 4-H’ers and parents can stay

up to date with 4-H Shotgun team

communications by downloading the

free "Team Reach" mobile app below.

iPhone:

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/teamr

each-team-management/id1101253705 

Android:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/d

etails?id=com.teamreach.app

Enter code: BUCO4Hshotgun2026

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/teamreach-team-management/id1101253705
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/teamreach-team-management/id1101253705
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.teamreach.app
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.teamreach.app


BUTLER COUNTY FAIR

RULES 
The 2026 4-H/FFA Division Rules are available

on our website! They can be found at the

following link: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/4hfair/

February 21: Market Beef Tagging*

April 15: Bucket Calves Must Be Born*

April 20: Small Animal Tagging*

May 1: 4-H Project Enrollment Deadline

May 28: YQCA Deadline

May 28: Market Animal Certification and

Animal Care and Housing Forms Deadline

June 1: Horse ID Deadline*

June 1: Pre-Entries Open

June 1: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 2:30-5:00

p.m.

June 9: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 2:30 -

5:00 p.m.

June 15: Dairy Heifers/Cow ID Deadline*

June 15: Breeding Animal Tagging

Deadline*

June 15: Livestock Registration Paper

Deadline*

June 17: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 6:00 -

8:00 p.m.

June 22: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 2:00 -

4:00 p.m. & 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

June 22: Pre-Entries Close at 11:59 p.m.

July 1: Dairy Doe Registration/Ownership

Deadline*

DATES AND DEADLINES

JULY 16-21, 2026 

BUTLER COUNTY FAIR

Pre-Entries are required for all 4-H/FFA

projects

Cloverbuds will only need to pre-enter

if participating in Fashion Revue

Butler County will be using FairEntry

once again this year for pre-entries

Make sure you receive your

confirmation e-mail!

Have questions or need help? Join

Madeline’s Fair Pre-Entry Office Hours!

Meeting ID 4712447768 

PRE-ENTRIES

IMPORTANT DATES

*See the 2026 Butler

County Fair 4-H/FFA

Tagging Guidelines and

Forms Table HERE

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/2026%20Tagging%20Flo%20Table.pdf


PROGRAM INTERNS

SUMMER ENRICHMENT

This year, we have two new Summer Enrichment
Program interns joining us here in the office!

They will partner with
community organizations to offer safe,
accessible, and high-quality learning

opportunities for youth in Butler County.
Interested in hosting a program? Email Karsyn

(karsynf@ksu.edu) and Kara
(kdsommers@ksu.edu) or call the office at 316-

321-9660.

Karsyn Flores Kara Sommers



RULE UPDATES

4-H/FFA DIVSION



DAY CAMP

AMBASSADOR

https://forms.gle/WMFhFfLTETtTtB5A7



CAMP

COOL ART 

https://forms.gle/WMFhFfLTETtTtB5A7



SPRING SHOW

BLACK GOLD

Congratulations to these 4-H members on their placings!

We want to make a huge shoutout to all those that
participated in our Black Gold Show!



SPRING SHOW

BLACK GOLD

Congratulations to these 4-H members on their placings!

Jack M. of Benton Busy Bees took Grand Champion
in Intermediate Swine Showmanship. Jack also took

4  overall market hog. th

Jordynn M. of Benton Busy Bees took Reserve Grand
Champion in Junior Swine Showmanship.

We had two Butler County kids place in the overalls
for showmanship and market hogs!



SPRING SHOW

BLACK GOLD

Congratulations to these 4-H members on their placings!

Congratulations to our Butler County 4-H members who
participated in the Butler County classes at the Black/Gold

Spring Show.
Butler County Market Hog 

Grand Champion- Jack Myers

Reserved Grand Champion - Jordynn Myers

Other market hog exhibitors - Luke Oltman, Gabe Oltman, Emmalyn Nelson, Ellie

Nelson, Keeghan Roths, Jet Myers, Jackson Stuber, Levi Roush, Brynlie Nichols,

Taylor Kasper,  and Matthan Oltman

Butler County Sheep

Grand Champion- Morgan Harvey

Reserved Grand Champion - Gabe Oltman

Other sheep exhibitors - Luke Oltman, Brylee Rose, Madilynn Ikner, and Matthan

Oltman

Butler County Goat

Grand Champion- Cami Miller

Reserved Grand Champion - Beau Motter

Other goat exhibitors - Hadleigh Eagleson, Kinsley Motter, Reghan Stuber,

Jackson Stuber, Weston Johnson, Kylar Rose, Brylee Rose, Alex Neuhaus,

Johnathan Neuhaus, Dylan Rose, Kynley Eagleson, and Barrett Coons



SPOTLIGHT

4-H MEMBER

Grant H. from Purple Heart won 2nd place in
his age division for the 2026 Insect Art

Contest.



April20

May1

 

June5

 

June15

 

July 1 

July 15 

July 25 

August 15

August 31

Sept. 11-13

Oct. 2-4 

Registered Breeding Heifer Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Registered Steer Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Registered Breeding Gilt Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Registered Breeding Ewe Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Kansas State Fair Grand Drive Entry Deadline

Kansas State Fair Grand Drive Late Entry Deadline

KJLS Entry Deadline

KJLS Late Entry Deadline

Kansas State Fair Grand Drive

KJLS 

Last Day to Order Beef DNA Envelopes

Market Beef Nominations Due Online & DNA Postmarked

Last Day to Order Small Livestock DNA Envelopes

Small Livestock Nominations Due Online & DNA Postmarked 

-Market Swine, Commercial Breeding Gilt 
-Market Lamb, Commercial Breeding Ewe 

-ALL Meat Goat (Market & Breeding) 
Commercial Heifer Nominations Due Online & DNA Postmarked 

*Allmarket animals must be nominated to be eligible for either show, regardless of breed or gender.

**Allcommercial breeding females must be nominated to be eligible for either show.

***Registered breeding females must be in the exhibitor’s name by the appropriate date to be eligible 
for either show. Refer to show rules for details. 

****All meat goats, including market, commercial breeding does, and registered breeding does 
must be nominated to be eligible for either show. 

http://bit.ly/ksunominations https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1 http://www.kjls.net/ 

http://bit.ly/ksunominations
http://bit.ly/ksunominations
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
http://www.kjls.net/
http://www.kjls.net/


 
Exhibitors will continue to have the option to dual nominate gilts, ewes, and does by using a sliding checkbox, under the
market division for each specie, rather than entering the information twice (once under both the market and commercial
breeding division). Dual nomination means the animal is eligible to be entered by an exhibitor in either division for the
Grand Drive and/or KJLS. The decision will be made during show entry. Livestock may only be shown in one division. 

 
Families will need to purchase official DNA envelopes online through ShoWorks, for each animal in which they plan to
nominate. Envelopes that were purchased in 2022 – 2025 are still valid. Old DNA envelopes (2021 and before) will NOT
be accepted. The new envelopes include all of the information necessary to enter each animal into the system, as well as
provide a place for the barcode sticker, which families need to request from their local extension office. Everyone is
encouraged to order DNA envelopes as early as possible. The deadline to order DNA envelopes is 10 days prior to the
nomination deadline for each specie:
Market Beef– April20
Small Livestock & Commercial Heifers – June 5 

 
Hair Sheep have been added to both the market and breeding divisions of the Kansas State Fair Grand Drive. Refer to the
2026 Grand Drive rules and schedule for more information. 

 
All exhibitors will need to select “I am a new exhibitor” and create a new exhibitor account through ShoWorks this year.
Even if the young person has nominated in previous years, a new account needs to be created at the beginning of 2026.
The only exception is those who will be using the Passport App. Families will need their official KSU Family Name and
Nomination #, as well as the new YQCA certification number to create an exhibitor’s account. This information is posted
via the KSU Family Nomination Name and Number List posted on the Nomination Information page of the website. 

Reminder – all exhibitors who plan to show need their own ShoWorks exhibitor account. Animals must be nominated 
under each child a family would like to be eligible to enter and exhibit that animal. It is highly encouraged to submit all 
animals under all kids. Families who have two (2) kids and three (3) animals should enter all three (3) animals under each 
child’s ShoWorks account during nomination. Then, either child may enter the animal for a state show. 

 
Landrace and Chester White are new swine breeds in the market and breeding divisions of KJLS. Gelbvieh has also been
added to the breeding heifer show. The minimum weight for market goats will be 50 pounds. The shows will be full fit
beginning this year. Several scheduling changes will also be implemented. Refer to the 2026 KJLS rules and schedule for
more information. 

 
Each exhibitor must select the “CLUB” in which they participate and intend to show. For 4-H members, this is their local
county. FFA Chapters are available in the system under the county is which they are located. It is vitally important
families select the appropriate “Club” for each exhibitor. 

 
There is a new option this year for families to pay an additional $10 for Priority Shipping of DNA envelopes. Priority
Shipping provides an estimated 3-5 day delivery through USPS and tracking. There is also a $50 option for overnight
shipping via FedEx. Orders will continue to be filled a few days after the DNA envelope order deadline, but families must
pay the $50 expedited shipping fee to have them overnighted. This is in addition to the cost of each DNA envelope. 

DNA envelope orders will continue to be shipped using standard USPS mail at no additional cost. The above are optional 
for expedited shipping. DNA envelopes may also be picked up in-person from the KSU Youth Livestock Program Office 
the next business day after placing the order online. 

https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/nominated-livestock/
https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/nominated-livestock/
https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/nominated-livestock/
https://www.kjls.net/
https://www.kjls.net/
https://www.kjls.net/
https://www.kjls.net/


& OPPORTUNITIES

STATE EVENTS

YOU CAN FIND MORE KANSAS 4-H STATE EVENT

OPPORTUNITIES HERE: 
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html


OPPORTUNITIES

4-H SCHOLARSHIP

YOU CAN FIND THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION HERE:

HTTPS://WWW.BUTLER.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/SCHOLARSHIPS.HTML 

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE BUTLER COUNTY 4-H COUNCIL HAS EVENT

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE TO ALL BUTLER COUNTY 4-H MEMBERS?!

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS: 

Any current 4-H member (includes Coverbuds) is eligible to apply for a scholarship. 

4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships per 4-H year. 

Completed forms are to be submitted to the Butler County Extension Office with

event payment prior to event registration deadline.

SCHOLARSHIP DETAILS: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or did not receive a pin within the past year for a

$100 scholarship

Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have

already received their 10-year pin are exempt from pin requirement. 

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html


& PROGRAMS

LOCAL EVENTS
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