
4-H NEWSLETTER

JULY 2026

THE BUTLER COUNTY

As fair season arrives, it is easy to focus on ribbons, placings, and awards. While

recognition for hard work is exciting, the true value of 4-H goes far beyond what hangs

on a banner or sits on a shelf. Years from now, most members will not remember every

ribbon they earned. What they will remember are the skills they developed along the

way.

The livestock exhibitor who wakes up early every morning learns responsibility and

commitment. The member who will participate in conference judging learns how to

communicate effectively and confidently speak with adults. The youth who experiences

disappointment after not placing where they hoped learns resilience and perseverance.

The member who serves as a club officer will develop leadership skills that will benefit

them throughout their life.

These experiences help prepare young people for their future. Employers, colleges, and

communities value individuals who can communicate, solve problems, work with others,

and adapt to challenges. These are the very skills that 4-H helps young people develop

every day.

As we prepare to celebrate our members' accomplishments at the Butler County Fair, let

us remember that success is not measured solely by ribbons and trophies. Success is

measured by growth, learning, and the confidence gained through trying something

new.

Blue ribbons may fade over time, but the skills, friendships, and memories built through

4-H last a lifetime. Those experiences help ensure our young people are not only ready

for the next project or competition, they are Beyond Ready for whatever comes next.

A MINUTE WITH MADELINE

Ribbons Fade, Skills Last

Kansas State Univeristy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their

friends to attend a meeting & join

4-H!

Ask your 4-H parents to

encourage others to get involved.

JULY CHECK-UP

PROMOTE/RECRUIT

Club Participation at the Butler

County Fair

Encourage your local community to

come out to the fair!

A Coggins test is required for the

Horse Project

TO-DO

Help 4-H’ers plan and prepare projects

for the fair

Check in with Project Leaders to ensure

they are on task and holding meetings

Check the club mailbox at the Extension

Office

Check the club’s progress toward goals

Remind 4-H’ers of the 2 Meeting

Requirement for the Butler County Fair

Premium Auction (by July 13)

Remind families to “Subscribe” to 4-H

Online broadcast messages. This is

where all newsletters and important

information are sent out to families!

Check out the Kansas 4-H Club

Resources page HERE

LOUNGE

LEADERS

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark

important dates on the calendar

Review highlights from the 4-H

Newsletter at your club meeting

4-H/FFA Division Rules for the Butler

County Fair

REVIEW

REMEMBER

Work with your co-leader!

Make it a fun and rewarding year!

2 Meeting Requirement for the Butler

County Fair Premium Auction (by July 13th)

If your Club is planning a bake sale,

fundraiser, or making t-shirts, please

contact our office prior to doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/clubcorner/


& DEADLINES

IMPORTANT DATES

JULY

July 3: 4th of July Observed - Extension Office

Closed

July 6: Superintendent Meeting

July 10: Club Quarterly Reports DUE

July 11: Butler County Fair Fashion Revue

July 12: Butler County Fair Horse Show

July 13: Auction Meeting Requirement Deadline

July 13-22: Extension Office Hours 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

July 15: Kansas State Fair Grand Drive Entries

DUE by 12:00 p.m.

July 16-21: Butler County Fair

July 21-August 11: Kansas State Fair entries

accepted at the Extension Office

July 23-24: Extension Office Closed

AUGUST

*See the full 2025-2026

Calendar HERE*

August 1: State 4-H Horse Show Entries DUE

August 4: 4-H Wheat Expo - El Dorado

August 11: Kansas State Fair Entries DUE to the

Extension Office

August 15: State 4-H Horticulture Judging

Contest

August 15: KJLS Entries DUE by 11:59 p.m.

August 22-23: State 4-H Livestock Sweepstakes

SEPTEMBER

September 5: State 4-H Dog Show - Hutchinson

September 7: Labor Day - Extension Office

Closed

September 8: State Fair Project Drop Off 3 p.m.

- 5 p.m. 

September 8; 4-H Council Meeting

September 9: State Fair Project Drop Off 12 p.m.

- 6 p.m.

September 11 - 20: Kansas State Fair -

Hutchinson

September 21: All KAP’s and Pin Applications due

by 5:00 p.m.

September 26: State Small Bore/Muzzleloading

Match - Topeka

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html


BUTLER COUNTY FAIR

RULES 
The 2026 4-H/FFA Division Rules are available

on our website! They can be found at the

following link: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/4hfair/

July 1: Dairy Doe Registration/Ownership

Deadline*

July 13: Butler County Fair Auction

Meeting Requirement Deadline

July 16-21: Butler County Fair

July 17: 4-H Food Auction, 6 p.m.

July 19: Unified Livestock Show, 9:30

a.m.

July 19: Barn Yard Olympics,  11 a.m.

July 19: Round Robin, 7 p.m.

July 20: Premium Auction, 7 p.m.

DATES AND DEADLINES

JULY 16-21, 2026 

BUTLER COUNTY FAIR

Pre-Entries are required for all 4-H/FFA

projects

Cloverbuds will only need to pre-enter

if participating in Fashion Revue

Butler County will be using FairEntry

once again this year for pre-entries

Make sure you receive your

confirmation e-mail!

PRE-ENTRIES

IMPORTANT DATES

*See the 2026 Butler

County Fair 4-H/FFA

Tagging Guidelines and

Forms Table HERE

FAIR SCHEDULE

The 2026 Butler County Fair schedule is

now available and posted! It can be

found on our website at:

https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/4hfair/Schedule.pdf

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/2026%20Tagging%20Flo%20Table.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/Schedule.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/Schedule.pdf




AWARD WINNER

STATE PROJECT

Jackson has been named the State 4-H Project Award Winner in

the Dairy Goat project! He is a 12-year member of the Towanda

Rustlers 4-H Club. He has been actively involved in the

Aerospace/Rocketry, Dairy Goat, Foods and Nutrition,

Leadership, Meat Goat, Sheep, Shopping in Style, and Visual Arts

projects. In his club, Jackson serves as President, Treasurer, and a

junior project leader, lending a helping hand to younger members

as they begin their 4-H careers. On the county level, Jackson has

served on the 4-H Council and as a Butler County 4-H

Ambassador. We are proud to know Jackson and have him as a

Butler County 4-H member!

Jackson S. Towanda Rustlers

In his own words: "Dairy goats resonated with me as a 4-

H project because they challenged me to grow not only

as a livestock producer, but as a leader and mentor. Over

my 12 years in 4-H with Butler County, I have learned that

success in the dairy goat project requires daily

commitment, attention to detail, and thoughtful decision-

making in nutrition, genetics, and herd health. Managing

my herd has strengthened my record-keeping, problem-

solving, and time management skills as I balanced school,

leadership roles, and competition. Competing at the

county, state, and national levels pushed me to refine my

showmanship and represent Kansas 4-H with

professionalism and integrity. Beyond the show ring,

serving as a Junior Leader and mentoring younger

members has been one of the most rewarding parts of my

journey — sharing my passion and helping others build

confidence in their own projects. Dairy goats have

become more than a project to me. They have shaped my

work ethic, my character, and my desire to pursue a

degree while attending McPherson Community College

on a football scholarship."



SPOTLIGHT

4-H MEMBER

Jadon G. (PH) and Lane V. (BBB)

delivered outstanding

performances at the 4‑H Shooting

Sports National Championships in

Grand Island, NE. They competed

amongst 766 participants from 42

different states. Kansas placed 2

overall in the sweepstakes

competition. If you see these

members around, please

congratulate them on their

success and let them know Butler

County 4-H is incredibly proud of

them!

nd

Lane’s Results - Shotgun
Day 1: Sporting Clays

13th individual, 7th team

Day 2: Skeet

35  individual, 6  teamth th

Day 3: Trap

19  individual, 1  teamth st

Overall, out of 135 participants

11  individual, 3  teamth rd

Jadon’s Results - Small Bore Pistol
Day 1: Slow Fire

8  individual, 2  teamth nd

Day 2: Silhouettes

12  individual, 1  teamth st

Day 3: Camp Perry

5  individual, 2  teamth nd

Overall, out of 66 participants 

5  individual, 1  teamth st

Pictured: Jadon (right) and Lane (left) at the 4-H

National Shooting Sports Championship.



DAY CAMP

AMBASSADOR

The Butler County 4-H Ambassadors hosted

their annual Ambassador Day Camp on

June 16. The “Stars, Stripes, & 4-H Pride”

camp had 18 youth participants ages 5-9.

During the half-day of fun, participants

made patriotic crafts, played games, and

learned about different 4-H projects! This

event would not be possible without the

Ambassadors and their adult sponsors,

Joanna and Jessica!

Stars, Spripes, & 4-H Pride



RULE UPDATES

4-H/FFA DIVSION





https://forms.gle/WMFhFfLTETtTtB5A7



April20

May1

 

June5

 

June15

 

July 1 

July 15 

July 25 

August 15

August 31

Sept. 11-13

Oct. 2-4 

Registered Breeding Heifer Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Registered Steer Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Registered Breeding Gilt Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Registered Breeding Ewe Papers in Exhibitor’s Name

Kansas State Fair Grand Drive Entry Deadline

Kansas State Fair Grand Drive Late Entry Deadline

KJLS Entry Deadline

KJLS Late Entry Deadline

Kansas State Fair Grand Drive

KJLS 

Last Day to Order Beef DNA Envelopes

Market Beef Nominations Due Online & DNA Postmarked

Last Day to Order Small Livestock DNA Envelopes

Small Livestock Nominations Due Online & DNA Postmarked 

-Market Swine, Commercial Breeding Gilt 
-Market Lamb, Commercial Breeding Ewe 

-ALL Meat Goat (Market & Breeding) 
Commercial Heifer Nominations Due Online & DNA Postmarked 

*Allmarket animals must be nominated to be eligible for either show, regardless of breed or gender.

**Allcommercial breeding females must be nominated to be eligible for either show.

***Registered breeding females must be in the exhibitor’s name by the appropriate date to be eligible 
for either show. Refer to show rules for details. 

****All meat goats, including market, commercial breeding does, and registered breeding does 
must be nominated to be eligible for either show. 

http://bit.ly/ksunominations https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1 http://www.kjls.net/ 

http://bit.ly/ksunominations
http://bit.ly/ksunominations
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
http://www.kjls.net/
http://www.kjls.net/






& OPPORTUNITIES

STATE EVENTS

YOU CAN FIND MORE KANSAS 4-H STATE EVENT

OPPORTUNITIES HERE: 
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html 

Wheat Expo RegistationCool Careers Contest Information

https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html
https://web.cvent.com/event/eb227c9f-ab13-4926-ac83-110698a77a66/register
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/hire-paths-video-production-contest/


OPPORTUNITIES

4-H SCHOLARSHIP

YOU CAN FIND THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION HERE:

HTTPS://WWW.BUTLER.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/SCHOLARSHIPS.HTML 

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE BUTLER COUNTY 4-H COUNCIL HAS EVENT

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE TO ALL BUTLER COUNTY 4-H MEMBERS?!

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS: 

Any current 4-H member (includes Coverbuds) is eligible to apply for a scholarship. 

4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships per 4-H year. 

Completed forms are to be submitted to the Butler County Extension Office with

event payment prior to event registration deadline.

SCHOLARSHIP DETAILS: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or did not receive a pin within the past year for a

$100 scholarship

Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have

already received their 10-year pin are exempt from pin requirement. 

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html


& PROGRAMS

LOCAL EVENTS
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