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A Minute with
Madeline

Livestock Tagging Dates: Included in this newsletter! Families
planning to exhibit livestock should watch for official tagging and
identification information in their email and mailbox!
YQCA Certification: YQCA class dates are now available.
Completion is required for youth exhibiting livestock. Registration
details are included later in this newsletter.
Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge (YEC): Registration information
and important dates are outlined in the YEC section below.
Blueprint to Business Workshop: Open to youth interested in
exploring entrepreneurship, regardless of prior experience. Full
details follow later in the newsletter.
4-H Day: County 4-H Day provides an opportunity for youth to
showcase their project work through presentations and
performances. All information, categories, and entry deadlines are
included in a dedicated section.
Regional 4-H Day: Youth who advance from County 4-H Day get the
opportunity to compete against top youth from surrounding
counties! March 22, 2026. More details to come!
State 4-H Events: Numerous state-level events and opportunities
are scheduled throughout late winter and early spring! Most have
their own event pages with additional information linked below.

Beyond Ready for 2026!

Please review individual
sections of this

newsletter for complete
details, registration links,

and deadlines for each
opportunity.

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/


Take time to relax after the holidays!
Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their friends to
attend a meeting & join 4-H!
Ask your 4-H parents to encourage others
to get involved.

January Check-Up

Promote/Recruit
Blueprint to Business Workshop January 19
Volunteer Registration Deadline February 1
CIA February 15-16
Beef Weigh-In and Tagging in February
YQCA
4-H Day March 1
Butler County YEC March 4

Leader’s Lounge To-Do

Encourage Project Leaders to conduct project
meetings throughout the year.
Check Club mailbox at the Extension Office.
Begin discussion of 4-H Day plans.
Encourage 4-H’ers to explore new project areas.
Remind families to “Subscribe” to the 4-H Online
broadcast messages. This is where all
newsletters and important information is sent
out to families!
Remind volunteers and 4-H’ers to enroll/re-
enroll in 4-H Online for the new 4-H year. by
February 1 .st

Check Club’s progress towards goals
Check out the Kansas 4-H Club Resources page
HERE

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark important
dates on the calendar
Review highlights from the 4-H Newsletter at
your club meeting

Review

Remember
Work with your co-leader!
Remind 4-H Families & Volunteers to get enrolled for
the new 4-H year!
Make it a fun and rewarding year!

If your Club is planning to have a bake sale, fundraiser, make t-shirts, etc.,
please contact our office prior to doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/leader-resources/clubcorner/index.html


Important Dates and Deadlines

March
March 1: 4-H Day
March 1: 4-H Day with Wildcat Women’s
Basketball - Manhattan
March 4: Butler County Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge
March 7: K-State Jr. Beef Producer Day -
Manhattan
March 20: K-State Jr. Sheep Producer Day
Registration Deadline
March 21: 4-H Super Saturday Judging Contest
March 22: Regional 4-H Day
March 25: YQCA Training
March TBA: Clipping Clinic

January
January 1-2: New Year’s - Extension Office
Closed
January 5: Kansas 4-H Scholarship
Applications Due
January 8: Shooting Sports Basic Archery
Class - Required for all 1st-year project
members
January 9: Club Quarterly Report Due
January 13: 4-H Council Meeting
January 13: Shooting Sports Basic Rifle/Pistol
Class - Required for all 1  Year Project
Members

st

January 19: Blueprint to Business Workshop
January 23: State 4-H Horse Judging Contest
- EquiFest, Topeka
January 27: YQCA Training
January 31-February 1: Dog Judges
Certification and Leader Training - Salina

*See the full 2025-2026
Calendar HERE*

February
February 1: Volunteer Registration Deadline
February 10: 4-H Council Meeting
February 13: Jr. Beef Producer Day Registration
Deadline
February 15-16: Citizenship in Action - Topeka
February 17: YQCA Training
February 21: Market Beef Weigh-In & Tagging
February 21-22: Horse Panorama - Rock
Springs
February 28: Market Beef Weigh-In & Tagging
Back Up Date

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html


Benton Busy Bees
The Benton Busy Bees 4-H club participated in three community service projects during the month of
December. The club accepted donations at the Benton Christmas in the Park event, as well as, donations
from 4-H families to donate 16 Christmas gift bags for those in need. During the December meeting, club
members and parents assembled the gift bags and 4-H members Jackson and Regan Stuber delivered these
bags to The Benton Church. Another event the club participated in was spreading Christmas Cheer! Parents
and 4-H members colored Christmas pictures to be given to homebound and those in El Dorado Care home
facilities during the holidays! The club also collected hats/socks for the 2025 Office Christmas Drive. 
 
Wiley P., Reporter

4-H Spotlight

Case R.

Club News

      Case was chosen as one of the winners for Bomgaars
annual Fair Project Contest in July. This event celebrates and
supports the youth in local communities. The contest provides
young participants with a platform of opportunity to showcase
their hard work and creativity. Contests present their projects
and are entered at local, state. and county fairs while providing
a brief explanation of their work. Case entry was a presentation
on his first bucket calf that he brought to the Butler County
Fair this year. He won a gift card from Bomgaars to recognize
his entry into the competition.

Cassoday Boosters



4-H Day

https://forms.gle/4Xuko3unnWFrnJij9

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/4hday.html

https://forms.gle/4Xuko3unnWFrnJij9
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/4hday.html


Blueprint to Business Workshop

https://forms.gle/2RstDLRMhKazjpHG9

https://forms.gle/2RstDLRMhKazjpHG9


Butler County YEC



Christmas Donation Drive

Thank you to our
Community Clubs that
donated towards the K-
State Extension - Butler
County Christmas Drive!

Please know that your
donations were

allocated to TWO school
districts.



4

YQCA is REQUIRED to be Eligible to Exhibit ALL ANIMAL EXHIBITS (Except Horses) at
the Butler County 4-H Fair.

The YQCA Deadline for Participating in the 2026 Butler County 4-H Fair is 
May 28   at 11:59 PM, 2026. th

Youth are required to take YQCA in-person or online; if taken online, a 
certificate of completion must be submitted to the Extension Office by 
May 29  at 11:30 a.m. You can find more information about YQCA at th

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html
In person class dates:

Tuesday, January 27  th

Tuesday, February 17  th

Wednesday, March 25  th

Thursday, April 23  rd

Thursday, May 21  st

** All Classes will be held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Community/4-H Building(200 N. Griffith, El Dorado)

2026 Butler County 

YQCA Information

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) is a national, multi-species quality assurance program for
youth ages 7 to 18. This program promotes food safety, animal well-being, and character development. With
YQCA, you’ll discover what it takes to be an informed producer, consumer, and employee of the agriculture

and food industries.

Frequently Asked YQCA Questions:
Is YQCA mandatory for all 4-H’ers?

        YQCA is required to show animals at the Butler County 4-H Fair, the Kansas State Fair, and the Kansas Junior Livestock Show. 
        8-18 yr. olds must pass a web-based or instructor-led training. 7-year-olds must attend an instructor-led course.

How much does getting certified cost? 
       The online module certification is $12, and the instructor-led training method of certification is $3.

Does the YQCA certification ID sync with 4-H Online? 
        Yes, you will sign in using your 4-H Online information.

I only show horses. Do I need to be YQCA certified? 
        No. Right now, YQCA, is not required for 4-H Horse Project Members.

Do 4-H’ers need to update their YQCA certification number each year? 
        Yes, they do. Youth should re-certify around the same time they tested each year.

Do I need to register before class?
        Yes! You must register and pay online before attending an instructor-led class. You will also need to take the pre-test before class.

Does Butler County 4-H get the registration money? 
        No, all registration money is online and goes to YQCA.

YQCA is REQUIRED to be eligible to exhibit ALL ANIMAL EXHIBITS (except horses) at the Butler
County Fair.

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html


YQCA is REQUIRED to be Eligible to Exhibit ALL ANIMAL EXHIBITS (Except
Horses) at the Butler County 4-H Fair.

Registration Link
https://web.cvent.com/event/f5d

f015d-47b8-42bd-b26f-
557ad066263c/register

Citizenship In Action (CIA)

Youth will have the opportunity
to practice their leadership skills
and learn how they can
influence laws and rules that
affect society as a whole. This
two-day event is sponsored by
Kansas 4-H Youth Development
and the State 4-H Youth
Leadership Council. The
purpose of the program is to
educate Kansas youth about the
state legislative process and
how their voice and
participation in decision-making
can positively impact their local
communities. The legislative
visit will not only familiarize
youth with the Capitol building
but also show them how they
can influence the legislative
process.

https://web.cvent.com/event/f5df015d-47b8-42bd-b26f-557ad066263c/register
https://web.cvent.com/event/f5df015d-47b8-42bd-b26f-557ad066263c/register
https://web.cvent.com/event/f5df015d-47b8-42bd-b26f-557ad066263c/register


The basic Archery class will be held on January 8th at 7 p.m. at the Butler County Community
Building, located on the north end. Attendance is mandatory for this meeting for new members.
This will be the only Basic class for the 2025-2026 4-H Year. All practices will be held on
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

For BB/Air Rifle and Air Pistol, a Basic class will be held on January 13th at 6 p.m. in the Butler
County Community Building, located on the North end. Attendance is mandatory for this
meeting for new members. This will be the only Basic class for the 2025-2026 4-H Year. Practices
will be held on Tuesdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

To be able to participate in the Shooting Sports Disciplines, the following must occur prior to the
first meeting:

1.Be enrolled in the Shooting Sports Project of choice on 4-HOnline
2.Have a signed waiver on file with the Extension Office
3.Have paid the $20 discipline fee

4Shooting Sports

4Livestock Judging

Are you interested in livestock judging? The Butler County 4-H Livestock Judging Team will be
meeting to kick off the 2026 season. Whether you're a beginner or have previous experience, this
meeting is a great opportunity to learn more about the team, the judging process, and how you
can get involved. You’ll also hear about upcoming practices, competitions, and the skills you'll
develop along the way, such as evaluating animals and making confident decisions. The team is
open to 4-H’ers ages 9-18 who want to improve their knowledge of livestock, public speaking,
and critical thinking. Don’t miss out on this exciting opportunity to grow your skills and represent
Butler County at local and state events! For final dates and times, please reach out to Charlene
Miller at 316-321-9660 or cmmiller1@ksu.edu

mailto:cmmiller1@ksu.edu


4-H Scholarship Opportunities

Did you know that the Butler County 4-H Council has event scholarships
available to all Butler County 4-H members?!

Scholarship Requirements: 

Any current 4-H member (includes Coverbuds) is eligible to apply
for a scholarship. 
4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships per 4-H year. 
Completed forms are to be submitted to the Butler County
Extension Office with event payment prior to event registration
deadline.

Scholarship Details: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or did not receive a pin within the past year for a $100
scholarship
Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have
already received their 10-year pin are exempt from pin requirement. 

You can find the scholarship application here:
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html 
You can find more Kansas 4-H State Event Opportunities here: 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html 

4-H Scholarship Update

4-H Foundation Scholarship

E.W. Nath

The E.W. Nath 4-H Foundation Scholarship can now be used towards
trade schools, professional programs, or technical degree programs.
This scholarship is no longer limited to a two- or four-year college or

university.

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html


State Events

We're looking for great adults and teens to take part in
Kansas 4-H Dog Judges and Leaders for 4-H Dog Judge
Certification and Leader Training. This two-day learning
opportunity will train judges for Kansas 4-H Dog Shows,
recertify current judges, and teach volunteers and teens
about the judging and scoring process for Kansas 4-H Dog
Shows. The certification will take place January 31-
February 1, 2026 in Salina, KS at the Saline County
Fairgrounds, 4-H Building. 

Registration is open and information can be found at
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-
experiences/project-based-events/trainings/dog-leader/.
Beginning in 2026, Dog Judge Training and Leader
Certification will be offered every other year in even-
numbered years. Judges who were certified in 2021 or 2022
should plan to recertify in 2026. Questions about
certification can be emailed to klnordyke@ksu.edu.

Kansas 4-H and the Kansas Quarter
Horse Youth Association are partnering
to bring you the Kansas State 4-H Horse

Judging Contest in conjunction with
EquiFest of Kansas January 23, 2026 in

Topeka. Registration is open and
complete contest information can be

found at https://www.kansas4-
h.org/.../pro.../contests/horse-judging/

https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/trainings/dog-leader/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/trainings/dog-leader/
mailto:klnordyke@ksu.edu
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2tTQkp5NEhBWFZUNXc2ZXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6BT6P5-R_-YlFRFD5UKe_5K-BXeIvQThVCvCk-1wTfUT5upuYl74x445bMDw_aem_p9H_YdthZ6euPiMwEYf17w
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2tTQkp5NEhBWFZUNXc2ZXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6BT6P5-R_-YlFRFD5UKe_5K-BXeIvQThVCvCk-1wTfUT5upuYl74x445bMDw_aem_p9H_YdthZ6euPiMwEYf17w
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