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Each April, we recognize the incredible individuals who make 4-H possible

during National Volunteer Week! Behind every meeting, project, and event is

a dedicated volunteer giving their time, talents, and passion to help young

people grow. In 4-H, volunteers are mentors, role models, and champions for

youth.

Our volunteers create meaningful experiences that shape life skills and build

confidence in our members. They are the reason youth feel supported as

they try new things, step outside their comfort zones, and discover their

potential. The impact of a caring adult showing up consistently cannot be

overstated, as it’s often what makes the difference in a young person’s

journey.

National Volunteer Week is the perfect time to say “thank you” in both big

and small ways. Clubs and members can write thank-you notes, recognize

them during meetings, or do so in other ways. Even a simple expression of

gratitude can go a long way in showing appreciation for the time and heart

our volunteers invest.

Together, we can continue building a strong, supportive environment where

all youth can thrive. To all of our 4-H volunteers, thank you for the difference

you make every single day. Your dedication is truly the heart of our program.

A MINUTE WITH MADELINE
Celebrating the Heart of 4-H: National Volunteer Week

Kansas State Univeristy is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their

friends to attend a meeting & join

4-H!

Encourage 4-H’ers to share what

they are doing in 4-H at school!

Ask your 4-H parents to

encourage others to get involved.

APRIL CHECK-UP

PROMOTE/RECRUIT

YQCA for all members enrolled in

animal projects

4-H Camp at Rock Springs Ranch

National Volunteer Week

TO-DO

Show appreciation to yout Club

Volunteers

Help 4-H’ers plan and prepare

projects for the fair

Check in with Project Leaders to

ensure they are on task and holding

meetings

Check the club mailbox at the

Extension Office

Check the club’s progress toward

goals

Remind 4-H’ers to enroll and select

projects in 4-H Online by the May 1st

deadline

Remind 4-H’ers of the 2 Meeting

Requirement for the Butler County Fair

Remind families to “Subscribe” to the

4-H Online broadcast messages. This

is where all newsletters and important

information are sent out to families!

Check out the Kansas 4-H Club

Resources page HERE

LOUNGE

LEADERS

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark

important dates on the calendar

Review highlights from the 4-H

Newsletter at your club meeting

4-H/FFA Division Rules for the Butler

County Fair

REVIEW

REMEMBER

Work with your co-leader!

Make it a fun and rewarding year!

If your Club is planning to have a bake

sale, fundraiser, make t-shirts, etc., please

contact our office prior to doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/clubcorner/


& DEADLINES

IMPORTANT DATES

APRIL

June 1: Horse ID paperwork DUE

June 1: Pre-entries open for Butler County Fair

June 3-5: Discovery Days - Manhattan

June 9: 4-H Council Meeting

June 12-14: Geology Field Trip - SE Kansas

June 15: 

Dairy Cattle ID forms DUE

 Breeding animal tagging DEADLINE

Small livestock & commercial heifer State

Nominations DUE

YQCA deadline for Kansas State Fair

June 16: Ambassador Day Camp

June 18-20: Kansas All Breeds Jr. Dairy Cattle

Show - Salina

June 19-20: Insect Spectacular

June 21-26: National 4-H Shooting Sports

Championship - Grand Island, NE

June 22: Butler County Fair Pre-Entries DUE

April 4: Ag Tech Day - Moundridge

April 10: Club Quarterly Reports DUE to

Extension Office

April 10-15: National 4-H Conference -

Washington, D.C.

April 11: K-State Jr. Sheep Producer Day -

Manhattan

April 11: Shutterbug Photography Event -

Manhattan

April 11-12: Lawn & Garden Show

April 14: 4-H Council Meeting

April 14: 4-H Judges Training - Concordia

April 18: Spring State Shooting Sports Match -

Great Bend

April 19-15: National Volunteer Week

April 20: Bucket Calf, Meat Goat, Sheep & Swine

Tagging, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

April 20: Market Dairy Wether ID Forms DUE

April 20: Last day to order Beef DNA envelopes

for State Nominations

April 23: YQCA Training In-Person at 6:30 p.m.

April 24: Spring Into Volunteering

April 28-29: Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge

April TBA: Fitting Clinic

May 1: Project & 4-H Online Enrollment Deadline

to participate in County Fair

May 1: Market Beef State Nominations DUE

May 2-3: 4-H Shooting Sports Leader Training -

Rock Spring Ranch

May 3: Dairy Goat Clinic and Practice Show -

Cheney

May 10: Black Gold Spring Show

May 21: YQCA Training In-Person at 6:30 p.m.

May 25: Extension Office Closed 

May 28: Animal Car & Housing and Market

Animal Certification Forms DUE

May 28: Butler County YQCA Deadline

MAY

JUNE

*See the full 2025-2026

Calendar HERE*

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html








Benton Busy Bees

SPOTLIGHT

4-H MEMBER

NEWS

CLUB

Cami M.
Cami M. is an 11-year member of the Butler County 4-H program! She is

an active 4-H member, from serving as the Butler County 4-H Council

President to advancing interest in agricultural careers as a member of

the Regional Youth Leadership Advisory Team. Cami recently

completed a 10-day photography internship with Legacy Livestock

Photography at the Oklahoma Youth Expo (OYE). During her internship,

Cami gained hands-on experience to grow her photography, editing,

and industry knowledge. Cami said her “favorite part of the

experience was meeting everyone on staff and just taking in every

minute while trying to learn as much as possible! Being mentored by

professionals was an incredible way to learn about everything!”

Cassoday Boosters

Benton Busy Bees 4-H members have been busy the last

two months! Several members helped serve drinks and

provide table service at the Butler County Soil

Conservation Annual Meeting. Club members spent

Sunday afternoon weighing ingredients, mixing, and

packaging cookie dough (Monster, Chocolate Chip, and

M&M) for their yearly fundraiser project. After the work

was done the members enjoyed pizza and pop to

celebrate! - Wiley P., Club Reporter

BENTON BUSY BEES



BUTLER COUNTY FAIR

RULES 
The 2026 4-H/FFA Division Rules are available

on our website! They can be found at the

following link: https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/4hfair/

February 21: Market Beef Tagging*

April 15: Bucket Calves Must Be Born*

April 20: Small Animal Tagging*

May 1: 4-H Project Enrollment Deadline

May 28: YQCA Deadline

May 28: Market Animal Certification and

Animal Care and Housing Forms Deadline

June 1: Horse ID Deadline*

June 1: Pre-Entries Open

June 1: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 2:30-5:00

p.m.

June 9: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 2:30 -

5:00 p.m.

June 15: Dairy Heifers/Cow ID Deadline*

June 15: Breeding Animal Tagging

Deadline*

June 15: Livestock Registration Paper

Deadline*

June 17: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 6:00 -

8:00 p.m.

June 22: Pre-Entry Office Hours, 2:00 -

4:00 p.m. & 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

June 22: Pre-Entries Close at 11:59 p.m.

July 1: Dairy Doe Registration/Ownership

Deadline*

DATES AND DEADLINES

JULY 16-21, 2026 

BUTLER COUNTY FAIR

Pre-Entries are required for all 4-H/FFA

projects

Cloverbuds will only need to pre-enter

if participating in Fashion Revue

Butler County will be using FairEntry

once again this year for pre-entries

Make sure you receive your

confirmation e-mail!

Have questions or need help? Join

Madeline’s Fair Pre-Entry Office Hours!

Meeting ID 4712447768 

PRE-ENTRIES

IMPORTANT DATES

*See the 2026 Butler

County Fair 4-H/FFA

Tagging Guidelines and

Forms Table HERE

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/2026%20Tagging%20Flo%20Table.pdf


RULE UPDATES

4-H/FFA DIVSION



UPDATES

STATE FCS CONTEST

NEW for 2026! The FCS Judging Contest will take place on the K-State

Campus on June 4, 2026.

WHAT: Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) Experience

WHAT TO EXPECT: The FCS Experience will include the Family and

Consumer Sciences Judging Contest, lunch on campus, workshops, and a

campus tour.

The FCS Judging Contest includes: 

1.Consumer Decision Placing classes and reasons (individual

participants)

2.Skill-a-thon identification (individual participants)

3.Group Think – which is a presentation inviting the team's perspective

in response to a situation presented on the day of the competition.

(Team presentation to a judge). 

WHO: Open to all youth ages 9-18 (youth can participate as individuals or

a team of 3-4 youth in the same age group). Intermediates are ages 9-13;

Seniors are ages 14-18. There will not be a limit to the number of

participants from a local unit. 

HOW MUCH:  Fee is $15 per participant (includes lunch at Kramer Dining

Center); $10 for Discovery Days participants. You must select the later

judging time when registering for Discovery Days. No refunds (but

substitutions will be allowed).

WHERE: Justin Hall at Kansas State University

WHEN: Thursday, June 4, 2026

TO DO: Madeline will register youth. If you want to attend, you must

email Madeline by 10:00 a.m. on Friday, May 1. 

*Transportation to K-State and back for those participating (and not

attending Discovery Days) is NOT guaranteed.*



DAIRY GOAT CLINIC

SEDQWICK COUNTY



The YQCA Deadline for Participating in the 2026 Butler County 4-H Fair

is 

May 28   at 11:59 PM, 2026. th

Youth are required to take YQCA in-person or online; if taken online, a 

certificate of completion must be submitted to the Extension Office by 

May 29  at 11:30 a.m. You can find more information about YQCA at th

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html

In person class dates:  

Thursday, April 23  rd

Thursday, May 21  st

** All Classes will be held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Community/4-H

Building(200 N. Griffith, El Dorado)

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) is a national, multi-species quality assurance program for

youth ages 7 to 18. This program promotes food safety, animal well-being, and character development.

With YQCA, you’ll discover what it takes to be an informed producer, consumer, and employee of the

agriculture and food industries.

Frequently Asked YQCA Questions:

Is YQCA mandatory for all 4-H’ers? YQCA is required to show animals at the Butler County 4-H Fair,

the Kansas State Fair, and the Kansas Junior Livestock Show. 8-18 yr. olds must pass a web-based or

instructor-led training. 7-year-olds must attend an instructor-led course.

How much does getting certified cost? The online module certification is $12, and the instructor-led

training method of certification is $3.

Does the YQCA certification ID sync with 4-H Online? Yes, you will sign in using your 4-H Online

information.

I only show horses. Do I need to be YQCA certified? No. Right now, YQCA is not required for 4-H Horse

Project Members.

Do 4-H’ers need to update their YQCA certification number each year? Yes, they do. Youth should

re-certify at about the same time they were tested each year.

Do I need to register before class? Yes! You must register and pay online before attending an

instructor-led class. You will also need to take the pre-test before class.

Does Butler County 4-H get the registration money?  No, all registration money is online and goes to

YQCA.

YQCA is REQUIRED to be eligible to exhibit ALL ANIMAL EXHIBITS (except horses) at the Butler County

Fair.

YQCA INFORMATION

2026 BUTLER COUNTY

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html


& OPPORTUNITIES

STATE EVENTS

YOU CAN FIND

MORE KANSAS 4-H

STATE EVENT

OPPORTUNITIES

HERE: 
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-

activities/index.html 

Click here to register for Discovery Days

https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html
https://web.cvent.com/event/5bbdb07d-7987-4a80-8c04-25e025d7a845/register?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ6AG5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFpWWZpeG9iN1VCOExrZWRIc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsuhOuEJDnE0cCzAYuwbmuk30uNr4wJdcM4vhhO1PyYe8ghW0IHW1l61Sob0_aem_RsPj1p3LRAf_Ei6U_MEY8w


RANGE CAMP

KANSAS YOUTH



OPPORTUNITIES

4-H SCHOLARSHIP

YOU CAN FIND THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION HERE:

HTTPS://WWW.BUTLER.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/SCHOLARSHIPS.HTML 

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE BUTLER COUNTY 4-H COUNCIL HAS EVENT

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE TO ALL BUTLER COUNTY 4-H MEMBERS?!

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS: 

Any current 4-H member (includes Coverbuds) is eligible to apply for a scholarship. 

4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships per 4-H year. 

Completed forms are to be submitted to the Butler County Extension Office with

event payment prior to event registration deadline.

SCHOLARSHIP DETAILS: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or did not receive a pin within the past year for a

$100 scholarship

Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have

already received their 10-year pin are exempt from pin requirement. 

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html


& PROGRAMS

LOCAL EVENTS
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