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A Minute with
Madeline

      November is the perfect time to pause and reflect on what makes our 4-H program so special—
and there’s a lot to be thankful for! I’m grateful every day for our amazing 4-H members who bring
energy, creativity, and heart to everything they do. From record books to service projects, you all
continue to impress me with your hard work and dedication. A big thank-you also goes out to our
incredible parents and volunteers who make the magic happen behind the scenes. Your support,
encouragement, and countless volunteer hours are what keep 4-H strong!

A Season of Gratitude
in 4-H

      I’m also thankful for the sense of community that 4-H brings to Butler County. Whether it’s
lending a helping hand, cheering each other on at events, or sharing laughs at club meetings, you all
remind me what it means to belong to something bigger than ourselves. As we celebrate this
season of thankfulness, I hope each of you takes a moment to appreciate the memories made, the
friendships built, and the difference you’re making through 4-H. 

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/


Recognize those that submitted Record
Books and Pin Applications.
Distribute Achievement Celebration items
to those that were not able to attend
Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their friends to
attend a meeting & join 4-H!
Ask your 4-H parents to encourage others
to get involved.

November Check-Up

Promote/Recruit
Club participation at the Achievement
Celebration November 8  th

Club participation in the Officer Training
November 8  th

Leader’s Lounge To-Do

Notify Project Leaders of their specific
responsibilities.
Encourage Project Leaders to conduct project
meetings throughout the year.
Check Club mailbox at the Extension Office.
Distribute copies of club program calendar or
club notebooks.
Identify and schedule meeting with Community
Service Committee. 
Plan holiday celebration.
Begin discussion of 4-H Day plans.
Encourage 4-H’ers to explore new project areas.
Remind families to “Subscribe” to the 4-H Online
broadcast messages. This is where all
newsletters and important information is sent
out to families!
Remind volunteers and 4-H’ers to enroll/re-
enroll in 4-H Online for the new 4-H year.
Check Club’s progress towards goals
Check out the Kansas 4-H Club Resources page
HERE

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark important
dates on the calendar
Review highlights from the 4-H Newsletter at
your club meeting

Review

Remember
Work with your co-leader!
Remind 4-H Families & Volunteers to get enrolled for
the new 4-H year!
Make it a fun and rewarding year!

If your Club is planning to have a bake sale, fundraiser, make t-shirts, etc.,
please contact our office prior to doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/leader-resources/clubcorner/index.html


Important Dates and Deadlines

January
January 1: New Year’s Day - Extension
Office Closed
January 5: Kansas 4-H Scholarship
Applications Due
January 9: Club Quarterly Report Due
January 10-11: Kansas 4-H Youth
Leadership Council Orientation Retreat -
Rock Springs
January 13: 4-H Council Meeting
January 13: Shooting Sports Basic
Rifle/Pistol Class - Required for all 1  Year
Project Members

st

January 23: State 4-H Horse Judging
Contest - EquiFest, Topeka
January TBA: YQCA Training

November
November 1: 4-H & IFYE Outbound
Application Deadline
November 1: Live Well, Lead
Well/Engineering & Technology Workshop
- Wichita
November 8: Achievement Celebration
November 8: Officer Training
November 8: Live Well, Lead Well
Workshop - Garden City
November 11: Veterans’ Day - Extension
Office Closed
November 13: Understanding
Developmental Relationships 4-H
Volunteer Training
November 18: 4-H Council Meeting
November 22-23: Kansas Youth
Leadership Forum - Rock Springs
November 22-23: Kansas Association of
4-H Volunteers Forum - Rock Springs
November 27-28: Thanksgiving -
Extension Office Closed
November 28-December 2: National 4-H
Congress - Atlanta, GA

*See the full 2025-2026 Calendar HERE*

December
December 12: Christmas Donation Drive
Drop Off by 11:30 a.m.
December 25: Christmas Day - Extension
Office Closed

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html


The Kansas Youth Leadership Forum will be November 22-23, 2025, at Rock Springs 4-H Center.
The Forum is for youth ages 14-18, as of January 1, 2025. Registrations will be due on Wednesday,
October 15, 2025. This event will include: speakers, workshops, consulting groups, and election of

the State 4-H Council, and is a great opportunity for youth to build their leadership skills! Any
Kansas 4-H member between the ages of 14 and 18 by January 1, 2025, may apply to be a council
member. The duties of the Council Members include planning the next Youth Leadership Forum

and other events, and may include assisting the State 4-H functions, working with 4-H public
relations, and speaking at local achievement programs, forums, and other workshops or

conferences. Applications for the State 4-H Youth Council will be available in the registration
materials on the State 4-H website at 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-
events/kansas-youth-leadership-forum/

https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/kansas-youth-leadership-forum/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/kansas-youth-leadership-forum/


4Prepare For The New 4-H Year!

The new 4-H year will begin on October 1 , 2025! From hands-on exploration to project-based skill
building, young people thrive through participation in 4-H and find their way to success in life and

future careers. We are excited to offer over 35 projects, ranging from Foods and Nutrition to
Robotics and Geology to Livestock. There truly is something for everyone! We focus on exploration,

learning, and experiencing the world around us through hands-on activities led by our qualified
volunteers and mentors. Any Butler County youth ages 7 to 18 is eligible to join 4-H! Our learning

pathways support 21st-century learning skills to help our youth grow and develop into productive
citizens within their community! I encourage you to visit our website at https://www.butler.k-

state.edu/4-h/ to learn how to enroll in 4-H!

st

4-H’ers
Try a new project! Find a list of projects HERE
Invite a friend to a 4-H meeting!
Consider running for an office in your club!
Plan a presentation for a club meeting!

Parents
Don’t forget to enroll in 4-HOnline beginning October 1 .st

Sign up to become a volunteer! Contact the Extension Office for more information.
Verify that the family email address on file is the best for us to use to communicate with you
and subscribe to emails (we won’t spam you)!
Encourage 4-H’ers in your family and club to try something new, such as a project or
presentation. Getting out of our comfort zone fosters growth!
Invite another family to a meeting or 4-H event to learn about our program!

Volunteers
Remember: Volunteers need to re-enroll every year!
Volunteers should not be conducting 4-H events until they are enrolled in 4HOnline.
If you would like to become a NEW 4-H Volunteer:

Speak with your Community Club Leader first to find out where help is needed most!
Enroll in 4-HOnline as a Volunteer and submit your information for a background check
(this link will be emailed to you).

Once the Butler County Extension Board has approved your Volunteer application, you can
start your 4-H Volunteer journey!

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/


Achievement Celebration



4Officer Training



Volunteer Training

Register Here: https://forms.gle/SHzDhm4ZAJHRzbX76

https://forms.gle/SHzDhm4ZAJHRzbX76


4
Live Well, Lead Well

Workshops
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The Kansas 4-H Youth Council and National 4-H Conference Applications are open! Any
Kansas 4-H member between the ages of 14 and 18 before January 1, 2026, may apply as

a Council Rep, and those 15-18 before January 1, 2026, may apply for National 4-H
Conference. 

Learn more here: https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/teen-leadership-
opportunities/youth-leadership-council/?

fbclid=IwY2xjawLH9M1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZlJwRXdlVTF2UVJWeUZFAR5uf41Q-
kwebxLzGr_nSG_W5xeOfntCrLowQJ-

yorsuEUeOP4QAxbWI55BIUQ_aem_r7FumxMWcRycwmKfJLUwnA .

https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/teen-leadership-opportunities/youth-leadership-council/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLH9M1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZlJwRXdlVTF2UVJWeUZFAR5uf41Q-kwebxLzGr_nSG_W5xeOfntCrLowQJ-yorsuEUeOP4QAxbWI55BIUQ_aem_r7FumxMWcRycwmKfJLUwnA
https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/teen-leadership-opportunities/youth-leadership-council/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLH9M1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZlJwRXdlVTF2UVJWeUZFAR5uf41Q-kwebxLzGr_nSG_W5xeOfntCrLowQJ-yorsuEUeOP4QAxbWI55BIUQ_aem_r7FumxMWcRycwmKfJLUwnA
https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/teen-leadership-opportunities/youth-leadership-council/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLH9M1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZlJwRXdlVTF2UVJWeUZFAR5uf41Q-kwebxLzGr_nSG_W5xeOfntCrLowQJ-yorsuEUeOP4QAxbWI55BIUQ_aem_r7FumxMWcRycwmKfJLUwnA
https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/teen-leadership-opportunities/youth-leadership-council/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLH9M1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZlJwRXdlVTF2UVJWeUZFAR5uf41Q-kwebxLzGr_nSG_W5xeOfntCrLowQJ-yorsuEUeOP4QAxbWI55BIUQ_aem_r7FumxMWcRycwmKfJLUwnA
https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/teen-leadership-opportunities/youth-leadership-council/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLH9M1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZlJwRXdlVTF2UVJWeUZFAR5uf41Q-kwebxLzGr_nSG_W5xeOfntCrLowQJ-yorsuEUeOP4QAxbWI55BIUQ_aem_r7FumxMWcRycwmKfJLUwnA


4-H Scholarship
Opportunities

Did you know that the Butler County 4-H Council has event scholarships
available to all Butler County 4-H members?!

Scholarship Requirements: 

Any current 4-H member (includes Coverbuds) is eligible to apply
for a scholarship. 
4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships per 4-H year. 
Completed forms are to be submitted to the Butler County
Extension Office with event payment prior to event registration
deadline.

Scholarship Details: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or did not receive a pin within the past year for a $100
scholarship
Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have
already received their 10-year pin are exempt from pin requirement. 

You can find the scholarship application here:
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html 
You can find more Kansas 4-H State Event Opportunities here: 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html 

4-H Scholarship
Update

4-H Foundation Scholarship

E.W. Nath

The E.W. Nath 4-H Foundation Scholarship can now be used towards
trade schools, professional programs, or technical degree programs.
This scholarship is no longer limited to a two- or four-year college or

university.

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html


A 4-H project. An exceptional teacher. A commitment to quality. A
priority on energy conservation. A transformational product.
All those are elements of this story about a remarkable business in
rural Kansas.

Bob Holloway is founder and owner of Advantage Architectural
Woodwork. Holloway grew up west of Colby where he was active in
4-H. His grandfather enjoyed ood working, so Bob decided to try it as
a 4-H project when he was 14 years old. He discovered a love of
woodworking.

Advantage Architectural
Woodwork

Kansas Profile – Now That’s Rural: Bob Holloway,
Advantage Architectural Woodwork

“I made an outdoor bench for my first project,” Holloway said. “My mom and dad still have it and still use
it to this day.”

“I had a lot of support from my grandfather. We also had a really good shop teacher who would take his
Sunday afternoons to help 4-H kids work on their projects.”

Holloway participated in the student drafting competition. After winning the state drafting competition
at Pittsburg State University, he toured the wood technology labs there. With help from a Dane G.
Hansen Foundation scholarship, he enrolled in the program.

Holloway graduated from Pittsburg State with a bachelor’s degree in Wood Technology and a minor in
business. He worked at Merritt Woodwork in Cleveland, Ohio and then came back to Kansas to run a
cabinet shop in Osborne. “The small town boy missed home,” Holloway said.

In 2010 he saw a woodworking magazine advertisement that sparked his interest. It advertised a
Colorado workshop about innovative European window and door technology. Not only did Holloway
attend that workshop, he became convinced that it could be the basis for his own woodworking
business.

In 2011, he came back to his hometown of Levant, near Colby, and with his wife Shawna founded their
own business called Advantage Architectural Woodwork. The business specializes in building
handcrafted energy-efficient wooden European window and door systems.

“The Europeans developed these highly energy efficient window and door products,” Holloway said. Now
he and his crew are building them in Kansas.

Much of this work is based on a German research i﻿nstitute that advanced the concept of a “passive
house,” referring to a building in which design principles and building techniques result in a structure
with minimal need for conventional heating and cooling systems.
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https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news-and-publications/news/stories/2025/10/kansas-profile-
advantage-architects-levant.html

These are highly insulated, airtight, and well-ventilated structures that produce significantly reduced
heating bills, for example. High quality windows and doors from Advantage Architectural Woodwork are
part of this system.

“We are manufacturing these windows and doors for people who are building high performance houses,”
Holloway said.

Advantage Architectural
Woodwork

Advantage Architectural Woodwork has produced window and
door systems for customers from California to New York and as
far north as Yukon territory in Canada. The construction design
uses high insulation, and positions these high quality, airtight
windows at angles that maximize sunlight.

“In the wintertime, our windows are essentially heating the
building,” Holloway said. “There is a really big payoff (from using
these systems) for buildings in colder climates.”

Customers have ranged from a Kansas farmer to the son of
legendary actress Lauren Bacall.

“I enjoy seeing the construction process through from start to finish. The cherry on top is to hear feedback
from customers,” Holloway said. “It’s great when we hear from customers after their first heating season
that their monthly heating bills have been cents, not dollars.”

“We are building the highest performing window frames in North America, the highest performing sliding
doors in North America, and the highest performing entry doors in North America.”

That’s not just his opinion. It is certified by the Passive House Institute.

These are remarkable accomplishments for a business in a rural community such as Levant, population 68
people. Now, that’s rural.

For more information, see www.advantagewoodwork.com.

How exciting to see a 4-H woodworking project turn into an internationally recognized energy conservation
business. We salute Bob and Shawna Holloway and all those involved with Advantage Architectural
Woodwork for making a difference with craftsmanship that conserves.

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news-and-publications/news/stories/2025/10/kansas-profile-advantage-architects-levant.html
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news-and-publications/news/stories/2025/10/kansas-profile-advantage-architects-levant.html
http://www.advantagewoodwork.com/
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