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A Minute with
Madeline

Summer is here, and that means one thing—Fair season is right around the corner! The Butler County
Fair is a time to showcase your hard work, meet friends, and take pride in your 4-H projects. Whether
you’re entering livestock, photography, clothing, or STEM exhibits, preparation is key to making the
most of your fair experience. Here are some helpful tips to get ready:

🏆 Get Ready for the Butler County Fair!
 Fair Preparation Tips for 4-H Members

🗓 Know the Deadlines

 Stay organized by marking all fair-related deadlines on your calendar. That includes:

Pre-entry deadline: Monday, June 23 at 11:59 p.m. 
Livestock form deadlines
YQCA certification for livestock

Check the Butler County 4-H Fair Book and Extension Office emails for the most current information.

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/


A Minute with
Madeline Cont.

🐄 Livestock Exhibitors

Double-check your ear tags, tattoos, or registration papers for accuracy.
Practice showmanship regularly—both with your animal and handling
questions.
Make a fair checklist with grooming supplies, feed, buckets, halters, fans,
and bedding.
Ensure your animal is used to noise and crowds to reduce stress on show
day.

🎨 Static Project Tips

Finish projects early so you have time for final touch-ups.
Review judging criteria in the fair book to ensure your display meets size or labeling
requirements.
Practice explaining your project as if you're talking to the judge—what did you learn?

Be respectful and courteous to judges, staff, and fellow 4-H members.
Keep your stall or exhibit area tidy and your project well cared for.
Drink water, wear sunscreen, and take breaks—it can get hot!
Ask for help if you’re unsure—it’s a great chance to learn.
For your safety and comfort, please wear appropriate clothing and closed-toe shoes.

Pack early, not the night before!
Label your belongings.
Have a backup plan in case of weather changes or emergencies.
Most importantly, have fun and be proud of what you’ve accomplished!

🧼 Fair Etiquette & Safety

✅ Final Reminders

We can’t wait to see Butler County 4-H members shine at this year’s fair. Your dedication and
passion make the event a true celebration of youth development. See you at the fairgrounds!



To-Do

Help 4-H’ers plan and prepare projects for the
fair
Check in with Project Leaders to ensure they are
on task and holding meetings
Check club mailbox at the Extension Office
Check club’s progress toward goals
Speak with your club about doing a booth at
Sunday Fun Day during the fair
Remind 4-H’ers of the 2 Meeting Requirement
for the Butler County Fair (by July 14th)
Remind families to “Subscribe” to the 4-H Online
broadcast messages. This is where all
newsletters and important information is sent
out to families!
Check out the Kansas 4-H Club Resources page
HERE

Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their friends to
attend a meeting & join 4-H!
Ask your 4-H parents to encourage others
to get involved.

June Check-Up

Promote/Recruit
YQCA for all 4-H’ers enrolled in animal
projects due by May 29  th

Coggins now required for Horse Project
4-H Camp at Rock Springs 4-H Camp

Leader’s Lounge

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark important
dates on the calendar
Review highlights from the 4-H Newsletter at
your club meeting
4-H/FFA Division Rules for the Butler County
Fair (available HERE)

Review

Remember
Work with your co-leader!
Make it a fun and rewarding year!
Breeding Animals tagging deadline June 16  th

Pre-Entries for the Butler County Fair open on June 1
(ALL projects require pre-entry)

st

Pre-Entries CLOSE June 23  at 11:59 p.m.rd

If your Club is planning to have a bake sale,
fundraiser, make t-shirts, etc., please contact

our office prior to doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/leader-resources/clubcorner/index.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/


Important Dates and Deadlines

August
August 6: Kansas State Fair Entry Due to the
Extension Office
August 7: State 4-H Wheat Expo - South
Hutchinson, KS
August 16: State 4-H Horticulture Judging Contest -
Manhattan, KS
August 23-24: 4-H Livestock Sweepstakes -
Manhattan, KS (Tentative)

June
June 1: Pre-Entries open for the Butler County Fair
(ALL projects require pre-entry)
June/July: 4-H Camp Sessions, Rock Springs
June 3: South East Region Livestock Judging Day
June 4-6: Discovery Days, Manhattan
June 5: Last Day to Order Small Livestock DNA
Envelopes for Nominations
June 10: 4-H Council Meeting
June 11-14: K-State Animal Science Leadership
Academy
June 12: South East Region Challenge Day
June 13-15: State 4-H Geology Field Trip
June 15: Commercial Heifer, Swine, Sheep, & Meat
Goat State Nominations Due Online & DNA
Postmarked
June 15: Animal Registration Papers in Exhibitor’s
Name
June 15: YQCA Deadline for the Kansas State Fair
and the Kansas Junior Livestock Show
June 16: Breeding Animal Tagging Deadline
June 16: Dairy Cattle ID Paperwork Deadline
June 16: Butler County Fair King/Queen
Application Deadline
June 16: Special Champion Goat Show
Coach/Exhibitor Application Deadline
June 17: 4-H Ambassador Day Camp
June 22-27: 25th National 4-H Shooting Sports
Championships - Grand Island, NE
June 23: Pre-Entry Deadline for the Butler County
Fair
June 27-28: Insect Spectacular - El Dorado
June 27: Butler County Children’s Mental Health
Day - El Dorado

*See the full 2024-2025 Calendar HERE*

July
July 4: 4  of July - Extension Office Closedth

July 7: Superintendent Meeting
July 11: Butler County Fair Fashion Revue
July 11: Crowning of Butler County Fair King/Queen
July 11: Extension Mug Mingle
July 11: Club Quarterly Report Due
July 13: Butler County Fair Horse Show
July 14: Butler County Fair Auction Meeting
Requirement Deadline
July 14-23: Extension Office Hours 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
July 17-22: Butler County Fair
July 20: Kids Pedal Tractor Pull
July 20: Special Champions Goat Show
July 21-August 6: State Fair Entries Accepted at the
Extension Office
July 24-25: Extension Office Closed

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html


Butler County Fair Dates
and Deadlines

The 2025 Butler County Fair dates have been set for July 17th-22nd, 2025!

Strive to Thrive in 2025Strive to Thrive in 2025

Butler County Fair Rules

The 2025 4-H/FFA Division Rules are
now available and posted! They can be
found on our website at:
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/

Important Dates

June 1: Pre-Entries Open
June 15: Livestock Registration
Paper Deadline*
June 16: Dairy Heifers/Cow ID
Deadline*
June 16: Breeding Animal Tagging
Deadline*
June 16: Application Deadline for
Fair King/Queen
June 16: Application Deadline to be
a Coach for the Special Champions
Goat Show 
June 23: Pre-Entries Close at 11:59
p.m.
July 1: Dairy Doe Registration/
Ownership Deadline*
July 14: 4-H Meeting Requirement
Deadline for Project Auction

*See the 2025 Butler County Fair 4-H/FFA Tagging
Guidelines and Forms Table HERE

Pre-Entries
Pre-Entries are required for all        
4-H/FFA projects
Cloverbuds will only need to pre-
enter if participating in Fashion
Revue
Butler County will be using FairEntry
once again this year for pre-entries
Make sure you receive your
confirmation e-mail!

Butler County Fair Schedule
The 2025 Butler County Fair schedule
is now available and posted! It can be
found on our website at:
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/2025%20Animal%20Tagging%20flo-table.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/2025%20Animal%20Tagging%20flo-table.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/2025%20Animal%20Tagging%20flo-table.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
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https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/

https://butlerks4h.fairentry.com/

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/Fair%20Forms.html

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/
https://butlerks4h.fairentry.com/
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/Fair%20Forms.html




https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdqqgBIxj2_xCkZjyq0Z
7Ap4zVLTqNfyOvxdCXQT8SWB_O

GRw/viewform?usp=header

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqqgBIxj2_xCkZjyq0Z7Ap4zVLTqNfyOvxdCXQT8SWB_OGRw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqqgBIxj2_xCkZjyq0Z7Ap4zVLTqNfyOvxdCXQT8SWB_OGRw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqqgBIxj2_xCkZjyq0Z7Ap4zVLTqNfyOvxdCXQT8SWB_OGRw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqqgBIxj2_xCkZjyq0Z7Ap4zVLTqNfyOvxdCXQT8SWB_OGRw/viewform?usp=header


      With fair time quickly approaching, I'd like to share the new events planned for this year's Fair: Fair
King & Queen Contest, Special Champions Goat Show, and Kids Tractor Pedal Pull.

     The Fair King & Queen contest highlights the outstanding youth of our county, promotes youth
development organizations involved with the fair, and supports the Butler County Fair. Contestants
develop valuable life skills such as public speaking, interviewing, and building confidence through the
contest process. The crowned King and Queen and their attendants will represent the fair at various
events, parades, and venues. The crowning will take place July 11, 2025, at the 4-H Fashion Revue.
Sign up here: https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/Fair%20Forms.html

      The Special Champions Goat Show enables 4-H/FFA meat goat exhibitors to coach individuals with
Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (I/DD) on preparing for and exhibiting at the Butler
County Fair. This event is open to I/DD individuals aged 14 and older, who will exhibit a goat with the
assistance of 4-H/FFA exhibitors on Sunday, July 20th @ 6pm. Entries are due by 5pm on Monday,
June 16th, 2025. Sign up now... 

Participants: https://forms.gle/Bgq6HMGBCupQsyLq
4-H/FFA Coach: https://forms.gle/qRpsR6wiH5TRUUMW6

      Calling all kids ages 4-12, weighing 30-90lbs, you are invited to test your leg strength and
endurance at the Kids' Pedal Tractor Pull during the Butler County Fair on Sunday, July 20. Each child
will pedal a tractor and drag a weighted sled as far as they can. The friction created by the sled makes
it harder to pull the farther they go. This Kansas sanctioned event will qualify the top 3 places from
each age division to compete at the Kansas State Fair. Registration begins at 1:30pm, and the pull
starts at 2pm. 

Visit https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/ for a complete listing of all Fair events

~ Erin

Butler County Fair Board
President Update

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/Fair%20Forms.html
https://forms.gle/Bgq6HMGBCupQsyLq
https://forms.gle/qRpsR6wiH5TRUUMW6
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/


Butler County Fair Events



https://forms.gle/29S3etsUCGrHBukY6

https://forms.gle/29S3etsUCGrHBukY6
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https://forms.gle/QrjcmHTKqUWWj6Ym9

https://forms.gle/QrjcmHTKqUWWj6Ym9


Youth Livestock Program

Grand Drive

KJLS

mailto:adhayes@ksu.edu
https://www.kansasstatefair.com/p/competitions/grand-drive1
https://www.kjls.net/


Dog Project
Dog Project Meeting on May 15. The youth, led by Project Leader Kristin Cloud, have worked on

skills like obedience and agility over the past few months. Each member and their canine
companion have grown immensely in their skills! 

Club News

4-H Foundation Scholarship

E.W. Nath

4-H Scholarship
Update

The E.W. Nath 4-H Foundation Scholarship can now be used towards trade
schools, professional programs, or technical degree programs. This scholarship is

no longer limited to a two- or four-year college or university.
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html
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42025 Horse Project
The Kansas 4-H Horse ID Certificate (P1039) has been updated

for the 2025 4-H program year. Beginning with the 2025 4-H
program year, please use the new form and destroy previously

used 4-H Horse ID Certificates. As a reminder, to properly identify
your horse, complete the 4-H Horse ID Certificate, have your

Extension Agent sign it and copy it. A COPY of the Horse ID
Certificate is kept on file in the Extension Office and the 4-H

Horse member maintains the ORIGINAL certificate. The original
certificate is presented by the 4-H member to show staff for

check-in at the local 4-H horse shows. Beginning in 2025,
registration papers WILL NOT be accepted to identify horses for
the 4-H Horse project. An example of the Horse ID Certificate is

available online.

Additionally, the 4-H Horse Show Rulebook (S133) has been revised and
is now available. Supplemental educational materials will also be
released throughout the year to assist 4-H members, leaders and

Extension staff with the 4-H Horse program.

Butler County 4-H Shooting Sports

All Shooting Sports Members must have the following completed in order to be eligible to participate:
1.Be enrolled in the Shooting Sports Project in 4-H Online
2.Have a signed copy of the Shooting Sports Waiver turned into the Extension Office
3.$20 Shooting Sports Project Fee paid at the Extension Office

Shotgun practice will begin

Saturday, June 14, 2025 at 8:30 a.m.

Shotgun & Archery practice will be held at 
Michael Murphy & Sons 

6400 SW Hunter Rd
Augusta, KS 67010

Archery practice will begin outdoor practices

Monday, June 2, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.

Small Bore Rifle and Pistol practice will begin

Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
Practice will be held at Angela Cerney’s

home

https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/item/horse-identification-certificate_P1039
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/animal-science/horse/docs/SampleHorseID.pdf
https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/item/kansas-4-h-horse-show-rulebook_S133


Coggins Now Required for
Horse Project

The Kansas Department of Animal Health released an update to Kansas
Animal Health Regulations in its Spring 2025 newsletter. This has
resulted in many questions from local staff, project leaders and
fairboards regarding the requirement of a negative EIA test for local
events. 

KAR 9-7-14 establishes the requirement of a negative EIA test
(Coggins) for horses that are changing ownership or are used for
exhibition purposes which must be completed in the previous 12
months. This requirement includes horses that originate outside
the state of Kansas or from within the state of Kansas.

From the Kansas Department of Animal Health:
K.A.R. 9-7-14
(2) "Exhibition" shall mean the commingling of animals for the purpose
of showing or judging contest or any other type of public display,
equidae used for team roping, penning, barrel racing, rodeo, or other
performance events. (Authorized by K.S.A. 47-607d and 47-610;
implementing K.S.A. 47-610; effective, E-76-28, Aug. 15, 1975; effective
May 1, 1976; amended Jan. 23, 1998; amended Jan. 3, 2025.

What is a Coggins test?
'Coggins' is a common name for a blood test that is used to screen horses, mules and donkeys for a possibly fatal disease - Equine
Infectious Anemia (EIA).

What is Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA)?
EIA is an infectious, and potentially even deadly, virus that affects the immune system of animals in the equidae family. 
While some animals are able to carry the virus without showing symptoms, other horses will suffer from very severe symptoms of the
disease including irregular heartbeats, swollen legs and abdomen, general weakness, anemia, a high fever and even sudden death.
A herd outbreak of EIA can lead to catastrophic consequences which is why it is essential for horse owners to be diligent about testing for
the disease.

How can my horse catch EIA?
EIA is transmitted from one horse to another through mosquito bites, horse flies, deer flies or stable flies that have fed on a different
infected animal. This means that your horse does not even need to have come into direct contact with an infected animal in order to
contract this disease.
Because flies are attracted to barns and other places that horses frequent, this extremely serious disease can be quickly and easily
transmitted from one horse to another.

Where/How is a Coggins test performed?
A veterinarian conducts a thorough exam of the horse and performs a blood draw. The blood is submitted to an accredited laboratory.
Once the analysis is complete, the lab will forwards the results either directly to the owner, and/or to your veterinarian. Some veterinary
clinics use digital Coggins testing technology. This means that the results of the test will be visible online, but can be printed.

Why is Coggins testing important and who should be testing?
EIA is highly contagious and fatal. Responsible horse owners should test annually, especially if horses will be comingled with other horses.

An example of a Coggins certificate as well as additional information can be found here:
https://www.ksvhc.org/services/equine/field/coggins.html

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/KSDOA/bulletins/3cbd2ef
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/KSDOA/bulletins/3cbd2ef
https://casetext.com/regulation/kansas-administrative-code/agency-9-animal-health-department/article-7-movement-of-livestock-into-or-through-kansas/section-9-7-14-equidae?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ksvhc.org/services/equine/field/coggins.html


4-H Scholarship
Opportunities

Did you know that the Butler County 4-H Council has event scholarships
available to all Butler County 4-H members?!

Scholarship Requirements: 

Any current 4-H member (includes Coverbuds) is eligible to apply
for a scholarship. 
4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships per 4-H year. 
Completed forms are to be submitted to the Butler County
Extension Office with event payment prior to event registration
deadline.

Scholarship Details: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or did not receive a pin within the past year for a $100
scholarship
Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have
already received their 10-year pin are exempt from pin requirement. 

You can find the scholarship application here:
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html 
You can find more Kansas 4-H State Event Opportunities here: 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html 

2025 Butler County Fair Updates

***NEW in 2025***
Updated Grievance Policy and Form
Purple Ribbons Added for Livestock
Updated Horse Classes
Youth Must Be Present for Livestock and Static Judging
Expanded STEM Guidelines
Coggins REQUIRED for Horse Show
Market Animal Registered Breed Classes
Visual Art Exhibits Made From KITS Are for County Competition Only
Projects Using the Lichtenberg Technique or "Fractal Burning" are NOT ALLOWED
in Any Butler County Fair Exhibits in the 4-H/FFA Divisions

Livestock/ Project Auction Rules - *** You must attend (2) 4-H Club Meetings by July
14th to be eligible to participate in the Livestock/Project Auction at the 2025 Butler
County Fair***

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html
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