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MASTER GARDENERS ACCEPTING NEW APPLICANTS
It’s that time of year again, time to start thinking about dusting off the Master Gardner applications
and spreading the word about the next class.
WHAT is a Master Gardener? Do I have to be a gardening expert to take the Master Gardener course?
Why would I want to be a Master Gardener? What does a Master Gardener do? These and many other
questions come to mind when Master Gardener training is mentioned. Let me try to clarify a few of these
points.
A Master Gardener is a person who has a thirst for knowledge about home horticulture, you know, all
that stuff growing around your house - the lawn, the shade trees, the shrubs, the garden, the fruit trees, and
even your houseplants. It is a person who wants to know things like; which tomato does best in Kansas, what
are the best shade trees to plant in a small yard, what kind of fertilizer is best for my fescue, when should I
prune my lilac, and how do I get rid of moles that are tunneling throughout my yard.
And things like; how many apple trees do I need for good fruit production, how about peaches and pears, will
raspberries do any good here, what can I do to improve the soil in my garden/flower beds/yard, do I need to
add lime to my soil, what can I do to control ticks, fleas, and chiggers in my yard. Let’s not forget about
bagworms. What about herbs, and did I mention crabgrass, or dandelions. How many hours of sunshine
should you have on your water garden? How much sun does your vegetable garden need?
This is just a small sample of some of the questions that commonly come up in the everyday world of
home horticulture. A Master Gardener is not a person who knows all the answers to these questions, but
someone who wants to know these answers and wants to learn where to go to find out the answers to other
questions just like these.
WHY would anyone want to become a Master Gardener? Well, first to gain the aforementioned
knowledge, and second, to share this information with friends, neighbors, and other people in the community.
Past classes of Master Gardeners have participated in such projects as the landscaping and planting of the
courthouse grounds, conducting a tomato taste test at the Butler County Fair, volunteering to assist at the
compost site, routing traffic and taking surveys during the Household Hazardous Waste Collection day, and
provided assistance during the county fair with the horticulture judging contests and judging of the
horticulture exhibits, downtown planting of the planter boxes and establishment and planting of the Extension
Demonstration Garden. Most recently the Butler County Master Gardeners have installed a water garden at
the demonstration garden, and are currently working on the landscaping of that new feature. There’s also the
Numana community garden that Butler County Master Gardeners are involved with.
HOW do I become a Master Gardener? By simply filling out an application form at the Extension office
(we will even mail it to you) and being available to attend twelve training sessions between 9:00 AM and 4:00
PM on Thursdays from September 8th to December 8th. Thanksgiving is excluded of course, along with the
week of October 27th.
IN EXCHANGE for over 40 hours of comprehensive training in home horticulture you will be asked to give back
40 hours of volunteer service to the horticulture programming efforts of the Butler County Extension office.
There is a fee of $110.00 to cover the cost of the program and educational materials, but what a small price to
pay for what you receive. Sessions on landscaping, gardening, fruit and nut production, lawn care, insect and
disease control, organic methods, soil management, annuals and perennials, nuisance animals, plant
propagation, houseplants and more are all part of the program.
ANYONE that thinks they might be interested in taking the Master Gardener training should call 3219660 or come down to the Extension office at the 206 N. Griffith(the fairgrounds) and pick-up an application.

When Are Apples Ready to Pick?
Apples mature over a long period of time depending on variety. Some varieties such as Lodi can mature in
July and others as late as October. Here are some guides to help you decide when to pick your apples.
Color change: As apples mature, the skin color in areas of the stem and the calyx basin at the bottom of the
apple turns from an immature green to a light-yellow color. Some apples will develop a red skin color before

they are ripe, so this is not a reliable indication of maturity.
Flavor: This is a good guide if you are familiar with the apples you have and know how they should taste.
Even if you do not know the characteristic flavor of the kind of apple you have, you can still sample slices of a
few apples and decide if they have a sweet flavor. If they are not ready to harvest, they will taste starchy or
immature. If apples have already fallen and taste a bit starchy, store them for a period to see if they become sweeter.
Flesh color: As apples mature and starches change to sugars, the flesh changes from very light green to
white. When you cut a thin slice and hold it up to the light you can see the difference.
Days from bloom: The number of days from bloom is a reliable guide for general maturity time, but weather
conditions will have some influence. Some kinds of apples and approximate days from bloom to maturity are
Jonathan, 135, Delicious, 145, Golden Delicious, 145, and Winesap,155 days. This process may be slower than
usual due to the cooler weather this year.
Seed color: The seeds of most apples change from light green to brown as the fruit ripens. This indicator
should be combined with other changes since it is not absolute. The flavor of the apples, the change in color of
the stem and calyx basins and flesh color are important in deciding if apples are ready to harvest.

Chiggers
Chiggers are mites, not insects. And like all mites, the adults have eight legs. However, the larva only has six
legs. Though the bright red female adult is tiny (about 1/20th of an inch) the larva is much smaller (about
1/150th of an inch). Only the larvae are parasitic and attack animals. The larva injects digestive juices into the
skin, which causes a rapid swelling. In the center of the swelling is a "feeding tube" from which the chigger
sucks out liquefied skin cells. Feeding usually continues for 2 to 4 days. Protection from chiggers uses two
approaches. The use of a repellent can discourage chiggers from attacking. The most effective repellents are
Deet and permethrin. Both are applied to clothing. The second approach seeks to reduce chigger populations.
Keeping the lawn mowed regularly can help, but large populations may require the use of an acaricide.
Effective products include bifenthrin (Talstar, Hi-Yield Bug Blaster II, Hi-Yield Bug Blaster Bifenthrin, and Ortho
Lawn Insect Killer Granules), cyfluthrin (Tempo 20, Bayer Vegetable & Garden Insect Spray) and carbaryl
(Sevin).

