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TOO WET TO MOW THE LAWN
What do you do when the lawn can't be cut because of constant rain? The best thing to do is to set your mower as high
as possible and bring it down in steps. It is always best never to take more than one third of the grass blade off at one
time. If more is taken, the plant reacts by using stored energy reserves to quickly send up new growth. This reduces the
amount of energy available for the plant to deal with stress or damage done by insects or disease. However, sometimes
it is just not possible to keep the "one-third rule." In such cases, cut as high as possible even though it may mean you are
cutting off more than one third of the blade. Bring the height down gradually by cutting at progressively lower heights
until you reach the target height.

Thatch Control in Warm-Season Lawns
Thatch control for cool-season lawn grasses such as bluegrass and tall fescue is usually done in the fall but now is the
time we should perform this operation for warm-season turfgrasses such as bermudagrass and zoysiagrass. Because
these operations thin the lawn, they should be performed when the lawn is in the best position to recover. For warmseason grasses that time is June through July. Buffalograss, our other common warm-season grass, normally does not
need to be dethatched. When thatch is less than one-half inch thick, there is little cause for concern; on the contrary, it
may provide some protection to the crown (growing point) of the turfgrass. However, when thatch exceeds one-half inch
in thickness, the lawn may start to deteriorate. Thatch is best kept in check by power-raking and/or core-aerating. If
thatch is more than 3/4 inch thick, the lawn should be power-raked. Set the blades just deep enough to pull out the
thatch. The lawn can be severely damaged by power-raking too deeply. In some cases, it may be easier to use a sod
cutter to remove the existing sod and start over with seed, sprigs or plugs. If thatch is between one-half and a 3/4- inch,
thick, core-aeration is a better choice. The soil-moisture level is important to do a good job of core-aerating. It should be
neither too wet nor too dry, and the soil should crumble fairly easily when worked between your fingers. Go over the
lawn enough times so that the aeration holes are about 2 inches apart. Excessive thatch accumulation can be prevented
by not over-fertilizing with nitrogen. Frequent, light watering also encourages thatch. Water only when needed, and
attempt to wet the entire root zone of the turf with each irrigation.
Finally, where thatch is excessive, control should be viewed as a long-term, integrated process (i.e., to include proper
mowing, watering, and fertilizing) rather than a one-shot cure. One power-raking or core-aeration will seldom solve the
problem.

Time to Fertilize Warm-Season Grasses
June is the time to fertilize warm-season lawn grasses such as bermudagrass, buffalograss, and zoysiagrass.
These species all thrive in warmer summer weather, so this is the time they respond best to fertilization. The
most important nutrient is nitrogen (N), and these three species need it in varying amounts. Bermudagrass
requires the most nitrogen. High-quality bermuda stands need about 4 lbs. N per 1,000 sq. ft. during the
season (low maintenance areas can get by on 2 lbs.). Apply this as four separate applications, about 4 weeks
apart, of 1 lb. N per 1,000 sq. ft. starting in early May. It is already too late for the May application, but the
June application is just around the corner. The nitrogen can come from either a quick- or slow-release source.
Plan the last application for no later than August 15. This helps ensure the bermudagrass is not
overstimulated, making it susceptible to winter-kill. Zoysiagrass grows more slowly than bermudagrass and is
prone to develop thatch. Consequently, it does not need as much nitrogen. In fact, too much is worse than too
little. One and one-half to 2 pounds N per 1,000 sq. ft. during the season is sufficient. Split the total in two and
apply once in early June and again around mid-July. Slow-release N is preferable but quick-release is
acceptable. Buffalograss requires the least nitrogen of all lawn species commonly grown in Kansas. It will
survive and persist with no supplemental nitrogen, but giving it ½ to 1 lb. N per 1,000 sq. ft. will improve color
and density. This application should be made in early June. Buffalograss tends to get weedy when given too
much nitrogen. As with zoysia, slow-release N is preferable, but fast-release is also OK. As for all turfgrasses,
phosphorus and potassium are best applied according to soil test results because many soils already have
adequate amounts of these nutrients for turfgrass growth. If you need to apply phosphorus or potassium, it’s
best to core aerate first so the nutrients reach the roots.

Excessive Rain Can Cause Leaf Problems
Leaves Turning Yellow or Red: In Kansas we often see chlorosis (yellowing) of plant leaves due to high pH soils
making iron unavailable. However, there can other causes that result in similar symptoms. For example, we
have received so much rain in certain parts of the state recently that plants are unable to take up the nutrients
needed to maintain a good green color. The cause of this condition is actually a lack of oxygen in the soil due
to soil pore space being filled with water. This lack of oxygen to the roots often results in a yellowing of
foliage. In certain plants such as oaks and maples, however, it may also lead to a reddening of some of the
newer leaves.
Fortunately, color changes due to wet soils will be corrected as soils dry. Plants should regain their color when
we return to more normal weather. Trees Shedding Leaves: If trees shed leaves in a general shedding with all
parts of the tree losing some leaves, then there is no cause for concern. A general shedding of the leaves is
most often due to weather turning hot and dry. The tree drops leaves because the root system can no longer
keep up. Dropping leaves helps balance the amount of water available from the root system and the amount
needed by the leaves.
However, the same thing can happen if the soil is too wet. A lack of oxygen in the soil compromises the root
system so it can no longer support all the leaves. Therefore, the tree drops some leaves to bring the tree roots
and leaves back into balance. The tree will retain more than enough leaves to remain healthy.

Trees Not Leafing Out
We have had numerous reports of trees not leafing out or putting out only a fraction of the leaves normally
borne. We believe much of this is due to the quick drop in temperature from November 10 to 11 last year. We
went from a high of 69 degrees on November 10 to a low of 19 the following morning. Many trees had not
hardened off and were damaged. If a tree hasn’t leafed out at all, check the stems. If they are dry and brittle,
that part of the tree is dead. However, sometimes the tips of the branches are dead but the tree is alive
further back. Take a knife and shave off the outer bark on several small-diameter, young branches. If the
tissue underneath is water soaked or dark brown to black in color, then it is likely dead. This cambium layer
should be a greenish-white color. As long as the twigs remain supple and the tissue under the bark isn’t dark,
there is hope. So, what should we do for these trees? Help them avoid stress. This means watering during dry
weather so the tree has good sap flow. Trees transplanted within the last couple of years should be watered
every week during dry weather. More established trees should be watered every two weeks if there is no
rainfall. On young trees, kill all the grass under the tree and mulch. Reducing root competition makes for a
healthier tree that is more likely to recover.
And finally, remove any dead wood so that insects and disease do not have a point of entry. Dead wood can
be removed any time of year.

