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17-YEAR CICADAS: 2015 IS THE YEAR
By the end of May and into June, the “buzz” created by massive numbers of newly emerged 17-year periodical cicadas
will create quite a “buzz” mainly amongst citizens of eastern Kansas.
With their distinctive appearance (black body, blood-red beady eyes and orange-veined clear/transparent wings), there
can be no mistaking periodical cicadas for any other insect.
Probably the main complaints lodged by people against periodical cicadas have to do with the appearance of emergence
holes in the ground, occasionally mud turrets produced by nymphs prior to their emergence, large number of nymphal
exuvia (“skins”) from which adult cicadas emerged, and the noise created by the clusters of congregated males Also, the
egglaying activities can kill tips of branches, thus causing the appearance of dead branch tips which is but an aesthetical
brief and inconsequential event.
The female uses her serrated ovipositor to slice into and create cavities in twigs into which she will insert up to 20 eggs.
She will repeat this activity as many times as is required for her to deposit her full complement of eggs which may total
up to 600. Six to 10 weeks later (a time at which all of the periodical cicadas will have died), the newly hatched nymphs
drop to the soil burrow into the ground, feed for 16 years and reappear/emerge in 2032!

Anthracnose on Sycamore
We are starting to see anthracnose on sycamore. Anthracnose is a fungal disease favored by cool, wet weather. Young
leaves may wither and turn black. On older leaves, look for brown areas that follow the major veins of the leaves. In
some cases, the petiole (leaf stem) is infected, which causes leaf drop. The leaf may look perfectly fine, so look for
browned areas on the petiole. In
severe cases, the tree drops heavily infected leaves and may be completely defoliated. Healthy trees will leaf out again
in a few weeks. Defoliation this early in the year does not affect overall tree health. Trees have plenty of time to produce
new leaves and make the energy reserves needed to survive the winter. Other types of trees that are affected by
anthracnose include birch, elm, walnut, oak and especially ash. Anthracnose seldom causes significant damage to trees
in Kansas, so chemical controls are usually unnecessary. Also, fungicides do not cure infected leaves. Applying fungicides
now is not recommended.

Thinning Excess Fruit
We seem to have the avoided late freezes for the most part around our area. So fruit trees may have a heavy fruit crop
this year. At first glance, this might seem to be a good thing. But too many fruit can cause problems that should be
alleviated with thinning. For example, a heavy fruit crop can interfere with fruit bud development this summer. This can
result in a small to no crop next year. This problem most often appears with apples. Thus, thinning helps ensure that
good crops are produced each year. The second benefit of thinning is to promote larger fruit on this year’s crop. Fruit
trees are limited in how many fruit they can mature. Too many fruit and fruit size goes down. A third problem often
caused by too many fruit is limb damage. Sometimes the weight of a maturing fruit crop can literally break branches.
Thinning will help limit weight and preserve branches. So how much thinning should we do? Thinning recommendations
vary with the type of tree. Guidelines for fruit spacing are as follows:
Apples and pears: 4 to 6 inches apart;
Peaches: 6 to 8 inches apart;
Plums and prunes: 4 to 5 inches apart;
Apricots: 2 to 4 inches between fruit.
These are averages and so you may have several fruit clustered closer than this distance. As long as the average on the
branch is close to the recommended spacing, the fruit should size well. Cherries are not thinned and can produce a full
fruit load.

Cabbage Worms
This is the time of year we normally start seeing damage from cabbage worms. The imported cabbage worm is usually
the first cabbage worm species to appear and is a fuzzy, elongated green worm. Larvae come from eggs laid by the white
butterfly often seen flitting around the plants. Early control is essential to reduce injury. BT (Bacillus thuringiensis) and
spinosad (Borer, Bagworm, Leafminer and Tent Caterpillar Spray; Captain Jack's Dead Bug Brew) are effective organic
products that are labeled for this pest. BT can be found in Dipel, Thuricide and other similar materials. Direct sunlight
deactivates BT quickly so it is helpful to spray late in the day or on a cloudy day. Conventional insecticides such as
carbaryl (Sevin), malathion and methoxychlor are also effective but will kill natural enemies of these pests. Be sure to hit
the underside of leaves where insects feed. Note that hitting the underside of leaves is easier when using a dust applied
with a duster than when using a liquid spray.

Cucumber Beetles and Bacterial Wilt
If you had cucumbers or muskmelons that suddenly turned brown and died last year, you may have had a disease known
as bacterial wilt. The cucumber beetle carries this disease. Once a plant is infected, there is no cure, so prevention is the
key. Because cucumber beetles overwinter as adults, early control measures are essential. There are two types of
cucumber beetles: striped and spotted. The striped cucumber beetle is the most common. The 1/4-inch-long beetles are
conspicuously colored: black head and antennae, straw-yellow thorax, and yellowish wing covers with three distinct
parallel and longitudinal black stripes. Young plants can be protected with row covers, cones, or other types of
mechanical barriers. Edges must be sealed to ensure that the beetles do not find a place to enter. Plants will eventually
outgrow these barriers, or they will need to be removed to allow insect pollination of the flowers. Apply insecticides
before beetles are noticed in the planting. Continue to spray weekly throughout the season. Homeowners can use
permethrin (numerous trade names). Once plants have started flowering, spray in the evening after bees have returned
to the hive. Check labels for waiting periods between when you spray and when the fruit can be picked.

