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SWEET CORN PRIMER
It used to be simple to decide which sweet corn to plant. You simply chose a cultivar and planted when the
soil temperature reached 55 degrees. Now it has become more complicated due to genetic advances in sweet
corn. Breeders have found certain genes that improve “standard”
sweet corn. Below is an overview of the types commonly available to homeowners.
Standard (su): This is our “normal” sweet corn and contains a “sugary gene” (su). Standard sweet corn
should be isolated from field corn, popcorn, supersweets and ornamental corn. To isolate one type of corn
from another, do not plant one type within 200 to 250 feet or be sure to have a difference of 12 to14 days in
time to maturity. Plant when the soil temperature reaches at least 55 degrees. Recommended varieties
include Honey and Cream, Silver Queen, Sterling Silver, Jubilee, or Merit.
Supersweet (sh2): Though supersweets have up to three times the sweetness of standard sweet corns and
hold their sweetness longer after harvest due to the sh2 gene, they do have some drawbacks such as tougher
kernels and a lack of some of that good “corn” flavor. They also need to be isolated from other sweet corn
types and are very sensitive to cooler soils. Wait until the soil temperature reaches 65 degrees before
planting. Try Candy Store, Florida Staysweet, Sugar Loaf, Sweet Time, or Sweetie.
Sugar Enhanced (se): These are probably the most popular type of sweet corn grown due to their tender
kernels, good flavor and less sensitivity to cool soils (60 degree soil temperature for planting). They hold their
post-harvest sweetness longer than standard types but will not hold sweetness as long as the supersweets.
The sweetness from the sugar-enhanced types is due to the “se gene.” If both parents were se types, the
variety is known as an se+ or se se. If only one parent was an se type and the other an su type, then the variety
will be listed as se. They do not need to be isolated other than from the supersweets. Suggested varieties
include Bodacious, Ambrosia, Sweet Temptation, Delectable and Miracle.
Triplesweet (synergistic): The newest types of sweet corns blend the su, se and supersweet types with the
goal of combining the best characteristics of each. We don’t have firm recommendations yet but you may
want to try Serendipity, Polka, Avalon or Frisky.

Field Bindweed Control
Field bindweed is difficult to control, especially for homeowners, but there are options.
Home Vegetable Gardens: Weed control requires taking the treated portion of the garden out of
production for a time. Glyphosate - Glyphosate is sold under a wide variety of names, the most common being
Roundup. Take the garden out of production when treating.
1. Glyphosate is a non-selective herbicide that will kill whatever it hits but is inactivated when it contacts
the soil.
2. Glyphosate is most effective when applied to bindweed that is at or beyond full bloom. You can treat
earlier but don't skip the late summer to fall application.
3. Do not apply to bindweed that is under moisture stress or not growing well.
Turf: Selective herbicides are available. A herbicide with the trade name of Drive (quinclorac) is now
packaged in homeowner combination herbicides such as Fertilome Weed-Out with Q, Ortho Weed-B-Gon Max
+ Crabgrass Control, Monterey Crab-E-Rad Plus and Bayer All-in-One Lawn Weed and Crabgrass Killer.
Commercial applicators can also use Drive (quinclorac) as well as Q4 (contains quinclorac). Products with
Drive work better than glyphosate and are selective. Note that lawns treated with Drive should not use
clippings in compost or as mulch as Drive is very stable on grass clippings. We recommend clippings be
returned to the lawn anyway but if they are bagged, they should be discarded. Do not apply products with
Drive over exposed roots of trees and ornamentals. It would be best to avoid spraying beneath the canopy of
any trees to avoid possible damage. If there are plans to convert a section of lawn to a vegetable garden, do
not use Drive on that area. Eggplants can be damaged if planted within 12 months of areas treated with Drive,
and tomatoes can be damaged if planted within 24 months.

Shrub Beds: Use a spray of glyphosate between plants. Use a shield if spraying near plants to keep spray
from contacting green plant material. Remember, glyphosate will hurt your shrubs if it contacts green tissue. It
is possible to control field bindweed by pulling, but you must be extremely persistent.

Asparagus Beetles
Asparagus is doing well but be on the lookout for asparagus beetles. Both the adult and larvae of asparagus
beetles feed on asparagus spears by chewing the tips and spear surfaces, leading to scarring and staining of
the spear tips. Asparagus beetles overwinter as adults in trash near the garden. The adults are a blue/black
beetle with a red prothorax with yellow spots. The larvae are a soft, greenish grub. Small, elongated, black
eggs — sticking out long ways from the side of asparagus spears — are laid on developing spears. Early control
of beetles is important to reduce feeding damage later. Sevin will provide control (a one-day wait before
harvest is required). Some products with permethrin are also labeled but require a 3-day waiting period.

Fruit Tree Sprays and Rain
A spreader-sticker should be used in fruit tree sprays to improve the distribution and retention of
fungicides and insecticides on fruit and leaves. However, even with a spreader-sticker, a rain can reduce the
length of time the materials are effective. Less than one inch of rain since the last spray will not significantly
affect residues. One to two inches of rain will reduce the residue by one half. Reduce the number of days until
the next spray by one half. More than two inches of rain since the last spray will remove most of the spray
residue. Re-spray as soon as possible.

Controlling Wild Violets in Lawns
One of the most difficult weeds to control in lawns is the wild violet. Even combination products that
contain 2,4-D, MCPP and Dicamba such as Trimec, Weed-Out and most formulations of Weed-B-Gon do not do
a good job. Products with triclopyr give much better control though more than one treatment will likely be
needed. A couple of products that contain triclopyr on the homeowner side are Turflon Ester and Weed-B-Gon
Chickweed, Clover & Oxalis. (Note: There are several formulations of Weed-B-Gon but only Weed-B-Gon
Chickweed, Clover & Oxalis contains triclopyr.) Both products listed above are labeled for tall fescue and
Kentucky bluegrass. Do not use products containing triclopyr on bermudagrass as severe injury will occur.
Weed-B-Gon Chickweed Clover & Oxalis is labeled for buffalograss and zoysia (Turflon Ester is not) but lawns
will likely show some temporary browning after application.
Spray only on calm days and when temperatures are below 90 degrees to avoid damage to nearby plants.

